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Message to the PeoPle

By the time you read this newsletter, I hope the 2014-15 
State budget has been passed and signed by the Gover-
nor. This will be the fourth (4th) consecutive year that 
our budget will have passed on time, balanced and with 
your voices reflected.

We, in the Assembly, presented our budget proposal 
to include the following:
•	 Aid	to	Schools - Increase aid to schools by $1.1 bil-
lion, the largest increase in six years. This includes 
$335 million to accelerate the phase-in of Foundation 
Aid and $367 million for Gap Elimination Adjustment 
(GEA) restoration.
•	 Full	Day	Pre-K - $100 million in Universal Full-Day 
Pre-K. Any unspent funds may be held in reserve by the 
district for Pre-K use in following year.
•	 Libraries - Restores $2 million cut to libraries for a 
total of $84.9 million.

● We have good libraries in our district: Hempstead, 
Uniondale, Lakeview, East Meadow, Roosevelt, Bald-
win. Let’s give them the money they need to make 
them great!

•	 $47	million	to	increase	TAP
•	 Dream	Act	- Allows children of immigrants access to 
TAP. Although the Dream Act failed in the State Senate, 
we, in the Assembly, are continuing to “push” for it in 
the budget.
•	 Lowering	Taxes	for	Homeowners	and	Renters - $1.1 
billion in property tax relief would apply to homeowners 
earning less than $200,000 per year to pay property taxes 
based on ability to pay not “property value.”
•	 Child	Care

(a) capping co-payment for families at 20% or less 
of income over the federal poverty level;

(b) 875 additional child care slots;

(c) require local social services districts to reim-
burse providers for at least 12 absences per child in 
a six-month period;

(d) extend rate of reimbursement for infants to in-
clude all children up to two years;

(e) disregard earned income of teenagers under 18 
years in the household for the purpose of determin-
ing child care eligibility.

•	 Veterans	Procurement	Act - Allows disabled veterans 
to access state contracts with a 5% goal. (Has no impact 
on MWBE).
•	 Promotes	Job	Growth	

•	 Extends fuels tax credit;

Funds sought for  
Hempstead sewer system

Hempstead Village residents have many stories to share 
with you regarding their dilemma and disgust with the vil-
lage sewer system.

I am taking a proactive approach to what could, ultimately, 
adversely affect us all, with even more drastic results.

Has your basement flooded? Has your religious institution 
had to find an alternate site to worship due to “sewer prob-
lems?” Have you had to pay thousands of dollars to attempt 
to render your home habitable after a sewage disaster? Are 
you concerned this could happen to you any time? Do you 
know of anyone or any groups who have experienced this?

If you answer “yes” to any of these questions, I am sure 
you would agree, “Something Must Be Done at Once!!”

Hempstead School District  
seeks state help to build Schools

(Overcrowding, Portables Unsafe/Unhealthy)
At the request of Superintendent Susan Jordan, represen-

tatives from the Hempstead School District: Betty Cross, 
President, Hempstead School Board; Joann Simmons, Vice 
President, Hempstead School Board; Douglas L. Thomas, 
Esq., community concerned citizen; Judge Lance Clarke; 
Andre Huff, Liaison for Youth; and Dr. Phillip Elliott, Deputy 
Nassau County Executive, traveled to Albany in quest to 
seek state funds to build new schools for the Hempstead 
School District.

The above-named persons traveled to Albany to attend 
the Governor’s “State of-the-State” address, meet with the 
Deputy Speaker and lobby government officials seeking 
“help” for the education of the Hempstead students.

Their presentations were not lost on anyone with whom 
they spoke (and they spoke to anyone who would listen!!).

The conditions of the Hempstead school facilities are 
seriously in a state of unhealthy, crowded, deteriorating 
disrepair. One school, Rhodes, has been demolished and 

Deputy Speaker attends a meeting at the Hempstead business office 
at the request of Susan Johnson, Superintendent; Joann Simmons, 
Vice President, Hempstead School Board; and Betty Cross, President, 
Hempstead School Board. The Deputy Speaker is being briefed on the 
status of the school buildings and the portables. A request has been 
made that the Deputy Speaker tour the buildings to see the conditions. 
This shall be done.

Continued on page 3
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Hempstead Village “Town Meeting” 
to be Announced: Re: Sewer System

Please be alert for an announcement that is 
forthcoming regarding a Village town meeting 

regarding the Hempstead Village Sewer System.
If you (or anyone you know) has an issue/interest 
in this matter, it is imperative that you attend this 

one-time public meeting.
Date, Time, Place to be announced.



State Education Department  
exits Roosevelt School District

After over ten (10) years of the Roosevelt School District being 
subjected to the “Take-Over” of the State Education Department, 
SED exited (sunset) the district effective June 30, 2014.

During that period of time, I shall not demure over the accomplish-
ments I have been able to bring to the students, parents, professionals, 
all employees and the taxpayers of the district which resulted in four 
(4) new elementary schools, a new middle school and a state-of-the-
art high school.

These building were built at No Cost to the taxpayers. In addition, 
under State control for the first few years, Roosevelt received $6 
million over and above the state aid formula and an additional $12 
million for the past several years over and above the state aid formula.

This also included a “lottery,” wherein Roosevelt received $1 mil-
lion extra in the month of June to prepare for the forthcoming school 
year. (All other districts received their first funds in September.)

Roosevelt should be proud. It is the only school district in the entire 
State of New York with no building over ten years old. The schools 
are state-of-the-art in all educational aspects: advanced technology, 
excellent classrooms, accessible labs for science projects to prepare 
students for STEM study, gymnasiums and pleasant cafeterias. All 
amenities for an excellent educational experience.

The entire school board has been elected by you, the people, as 
well as selected your superintendent.

It has been a trying, but ultimately a personally rewarding experi-
ence. It is now up to you to ensure that these physical effects result 
in comparable academic achievements.

As we, the State, make our exit, I wish you the best and believe 
you can (must) use these achievements for the best for this next 
generation.

Uniondale School District 
requests funds to  

address overcrowding
William Lloyd, Superintendent, Uniondale 

School District, and John LaBare, Director of 
Facilities and Operations, Uniondale School Dis-
trict, met with the Deputy Speaker requesting 
assistance for State funds to address the over-
crowding in the Uniondale School District.

Uniondale has nine (9) buildings: five (5) el-
ementary schools (k-5); two (2) middle schools 
(6-8); one (1) high school (9-12); and one (1) 
alternative school (7-12).

The district has 70% of its students on free 
or reduced lunch, which indicates it is a district 
in high need.

The large immigrant population from non-
English speaking countries places educational 
challenges on the district.

The excessive enrollment has resulted in large 
class sizes.

The district is seeking to build additional 
classrooms to accommodate this increase in 
enrollment. The existing portable structure is in 
poor condition and it is obvious that Uniondale 
needs help.

I shall follow up with this request in an at-
tempt to assist this district. This is not a budget 
negotiation issue, so I shall pay close attention 
to this need as soon as the budget is settled and 
before the 2014 Session ends.

We must lower utility bills NOW!
Last year, the Assembly eliminated the 18-a surcharge on utility bills by 2017-18.  

With a projected surplus of $2 billion over the financial plan, we can afford to cut this fee 
immediately and give hardworking families relief. The Assembly’s 2014-15 budget pro-
posal would remove this surcharge on residential customers this year rather than waiting 
three years.

Hardworking families cannot afford to make unconscionable choices just to heat their 
homes or live in fear that they cannot cover basic living expenses. This unnecessary bur-
den must end now—families should not be forced to wait.

The Deputy Speaker joins 
Speaker Sheldon Silver and 
Senate Majority Coalition Lead-
ers, State Senator Dean Skelos 
and State Senator Jeff Klein, as 
the media seeks details on state 
budget negotiations.



UPDATE: Freeport Armory
The Freeport Armory has been abandoned by the mili-

tary and is now under the jurisdiction of the NYS Office 
of General Services 

•	 Legislation A508 was introduced to transfer the build-
ing to Cedarmore Corporation after the Village of 
Freeport rejected it. (See A9166 February 1, 2012.)

•	 Legislation to transfer it to Cedarmore, A508 January 
9, 2013 was met with overt contentions from Freeport 
residents who do not reside in the area where the 
Armory is located. Thus, Governor Cuomo did not 
approve the legislation December 18, 2013 

•	 In his message for the veto, the governor requested the 
Deputy Speaker work with Village Mayor Kennedy 
to address the division in the Freeport community, 
reintroduce the bill and he would reconsider his veto. 
A8221 was introduced February 11, 2014.

•	 The Mayor of Freeport has indicated he does not 
support the bill and desires to place Freeport DPW 
and NYS DOT vehicles in the Armory. 

•	 A meeting was held in Albany on Wednesday, March 
12, 2014 with the Mayor, the Governor’s counsel, 
the Deputy Commissioner of NYS DOT, the Deputy 
Commissioner of OGS, Legislative Director for the 
Assembly Committee on Governmental Operations 
and counsels representing the NYS Assembly.

•	 Also in attendance were Judge Lance Clarke, Esq., 
representing the minority community of Freeport, 
Douglas L. Thomas, Esq., representing the minority 
population of Roosevelt/Freeport and Andre Huff, 
representing Youth Services for Freeport/Roosevelt.

Conclusion:
•	 NYS DOT does not agree with placing these types of 

vehicles in a residential area, across the street from 
a camp that services children, especially youth who 
visit from Israel and use the camp during summer 
months, and across the street from a religious structure 
(church) and in a sensitive nature preserve.

•	 DOT’s position is that the vehicles would not have 
access in emergencies except through local streets, 
where trees, electric wires/poles could be a barrier. 
Finally, DOT expressed that the excessive loud beeps 
of their vehicles would disturb the residents in this 
community.

•	 The Village of Freeport, at the request of the Gov-
ernor, has agreed to work with the Deputy Speaker 
with this impasse and will present a “Mitigation Plan” 
to the Deputy Speaker on or before April 11, 2014. 
In addition, the Mayor will present the issues to the 
Freeport trustees for their input.

•	 Representatives for the community wherein the Ar-
mory sets, have indicated the people who live in the 
immediate area should have access to the Armory 
with the opportunity to serve the residents of that 
community.

•	 The Governor’s counsel, Meredith Weill, will re-
port these positions to the Governor. Meanwhile, the 
Deputy Speaker will give the Mayor his opportunity 
to present his “Mitigation Plan” and report on the 
Freeport Trustees’ decision.

•	 The Deputy Speaker’s position is that the Armory 
located in this minority community is an ideal site for 
the immediate local community to utilize the building 
for the benefit of those who reside in that area.

Stay	Tuned.

•	 Extends commercial tax credit;
•	 Expands retraining programs and  

internships with tax credit to employers.
•	 Health	Care	

•	 Maintains spousal refusal
•	 Requires prompt payment for  

Early Intervention Services
•	 Authorizes medical marijuana for seriously ill 

patients with appropriate physician approval 
(suffering is not a pleasant situation for loved 
ones to witness).

•	 Housing	Renewal	Programs
(a) Tenant Protection Unit
(b) Grandparent Housing Study

•	Local	Streets – Additional funds (CHIPS) to fix lo-
cal streets and roads that were devastated due to our 
rough winter.

This is an ambitious agenda. However, my efforts are 
dedicated to assure the families, taxpayers, residents in 
the 18th A.D. have their voices heard and actions, on 
my part, reflect their deserved desires.

I hope when you read this, these issues will be finalized. 
I shall advise you, in future editions, of our successes.

out-of-use for over nine (9) years. 
The student population has increased by over 26% 

within five (5) years to over 7,100 students.
The portables are falling apart; floors have gaping 

holes; there is no heat in the winter and lack of fresh air 
in spring. Toilets don’t flush, roofs leak.

It is impossible for a child to learn in these physical 
conditions. Professionals and staff cannot give their best 
when the building is falling down around them.

Thus, I was asked to meet with Superintendent Susan 
Johnson; Betty Cross, President of the Board; and Joann 
Simmons, Vice President of the Board (see photo).

It is quite evident that this district needs help with 
adequate facilities. Therefore, I am in the process of (not 
a part of the budget negotiations) seeking help for this 
very needy school district.

Children are affected by the environment where they 
are “told” to “learn.” This is quite difficult when you 
are cold, overcrowded, and treated as though you do not 
matter. Better schools do affect academic achievement.

I shall do my best to assist in any way I can.

Concerned citizen, legal expert, dedicated citizen, 
Judge Lance Clarke, Esq. has approached me with a 
desire to seek state help for this problem. (Thank you, 
Judge Clarke.)

I am in possession of research he conducted with the 
Village Commissioner of DPW and his meetings and 
correspondence with Mayor Hall to seek state help.

With this information, I have requested (and hope for 
success) funds from the State (not part of the budget) to 
begin a plan to fix the sewer system. I have requested 
$1,222,560.00 as an initial initiative to begin the fix. 
Mayor Hall has submitted the required communication 
to me supporting this endeavor.

This is a long-term project. Remember, the system is 
over 76 years old and it must be done in phases. I cannot 
do this alone. I need your input and support to bring this 
much needed project to fruition.

By the time you read this I will have already met 
with Mayor Hall and concerned citizens who are assist-
ing Judge Clarke in this effort: Andre Huff, community 
activist; Douglas L. Thomas, Esq., legal consultant; and 
Frank Germinaro, Director Public Works.

Together, we must achieve this goal.

Hempstead sewer system continued...

Hempstead school district continued...

Message to the People continued...
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Message to the People

Local leaders represent the people as they attend the Gover-
nor’s “State of the State” address and meet/speak to elected 
officials, while in Albany. (Standing l to r) H. Carl McCall, Chair-
man, SUNY Board of Trustees; Dr. Phillip Elliott, Deputy County 
Executive, Nassau County; Earlene Hooper, Deputy Speaker; 
Thomas DiNapoli, State Comptroller; Douglas Thomas, Esq., 
Community Activist; Joann Simmons, Vice President, Hemp-
stead School Board; James Garner, Deputy Comptroller, 
Nassau County; (seated) Betty Cross, President, Hempstead 
School Board.

Deputy Speaker Hooper (front center) welcomes Freeport High School students 
to the Assembly chamber in Albany. Joining the students is Linda Hendrickson, 
Chairperson Social Studies Department (front right) at Freeport High School.

The Deputy Speaker joins the students at Molloy College School of Social Work 
where she gave a presentation: Social Work, The Legislative Process and How One 
Can Use Social Work Skills in Many Professional Arenas.

Who they are. Where they are. What they are doing around the district.

Deputy Speaker holds a meeting in the district office with local 
leaders (unions, elected officials, religious) regarding the future 
of the Nassau University Medical Center (NuHealth). Pictured: 
Deputy Speaker Hooper; Judge Lance Clarke; Andre Huff; The Rev. 
Cedric Easley (Union Baptist Church, Hempstead); Mark Bottoms, 
CSEA, Rep.; Vincent Pickney, CSEA Rep.; Ken Nicholson, CSEA 
Rep.; Bishop Waylan Hobbs, Deputy Mayor Village Hempstead;The 
Rev. Dr. Phillip Elliott (Antioch Baptist Church, Hempstead) Deputy 
County Executive Nassau County. Also attending the meeting were 
Bishop and Mrs. Ronald Carter (Refuge Church of Christ, Freeport.)


