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ASSEMBLYMAN ORTIZ HAS MOVED HIS COMMUNITY OFFICE TO:

5004 4" Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220 « Office Hours 7%

Telephone

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As the holiday season approaches, I extend my wishes for a
happy, healthy and safe season to all. My office will be working
with community organizations this month to distribute food, toys
and other items to those in need. Please feel free to call (718)

492-6334 for specific information.

I am very fortunate to represent a vibrant and growing com-
munity that is drawing a great deal of attention as Brooklyn

welcomes new residents and businesses.

continues to grow and expand, especially along the waterfront,

please be assured that [ am working to ma

life. From clean air, traffic safety, better education to improved
housing and safe streets, I am working for you. I welcome your
input and I appreciate seeing you at community events and

receiving your emails.

If you haven’t stopped by my new district office, please do so.

We are now located at 5004 4th Avenue in
you for your trust and for all you do to keep
and strong. God bless.

Feélix W. Ortiz
Assemblyman

I AR

o=

ol =Leahiiika

A S FRE DL T ik
S pER ¢ 9a.m.-5 p.m. ¢ Monday to Friday % #f — 3 % # 7
(718) 492-6334 » Email 7 #¢: ortizf @assembly.state.ny.us

h =L
Woppe

B P AR

§p TRkt AL FEPRE  ERfeR 2 o BB Adwt
DB L ERE DG T F RS S R

h L 7
w e !

1 (T18) 492-6334
ARFRELEEHALTBABES FEHEPRETRE

2L M

As our community - i RIS 0 A EEY S BEA P
LHEF 2 L FORT IR Aol

ke
B ad Lo B HHE B4 A PALT eh

~

intain our quality of ¥

i

FREAOPEFATH  F R AR APRASE
e A F50045 o B HIEDR E 1R L RES AL S

2 fess A e ehe 22 |

W RGRR
L SR

=44\

Sunset Park. Thank
our community safe

ASSEMBLYMAN ORTIZ WORKING TO IMPROVING PUBLIC SAFETY
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South Brooklyn Marine Terminal

Last spring, the Mayor announced plans
to redevelop the South Brooklyn Marine Ter-
minal. A task force was formed of local busi-
nesses and the city’s Economic Development
Corporation (EDC) to determine how best to
develop the terminal. While new industry,
shipping and business is certainly welcome,
planners must also consider the needs of
the residents of Sunset Park. The Gowanus
Expressway should not cut Sunset Park off
from the rebuilding of early 20th century
shipping terminals.

Two local hearings were convened to
hear public comments on the project. I made
my position clear: I insist that any all new
developments in our district include jobs for
our residents first. Residents must have first
priority in securing employment throughout
the process and following its completion.
Air quality must be fully monitored and
maintained at safe levels, and pedestrians
and drivers must be safeguarded from haz-
ardous traffic conditions. They should avoid
all plans that would increase heavy truck
traffic, especially at key hours of the day.

A successful terminal must result in an
improved quality of life for all residents and
businesses. They must both be part of the solu-
tion. I will only support development efforts
that benefit both local community residents
and businesses working together.

I ask residents to be involved and voice
your opinions on this issue by emailing
my office at ortizf @assembly.state.ny.us.
Be sure to include your address along with
your concerns.
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When the roadway on 64th Street and 5th Avenue col-
lapsed into a sinkhole, I summoned DOT to the scene
to secure the safety of the pedestrians and manage the
traffic congestion. The area has been secured and DOT
is working to determine the cause of the collapse in _
order to repair the problem. My office is continuing to
monitor the situation.

¥ BAE e R T A G B S - B dun

PR o A2 ek kL e d BB K R 7 4 e

F o U RHEE B AT 2R A L I
ThE A bk l‘énf,g F o L BRI o A
PEN R RBE T ARG R o




Police Must Work to Restore Trust in Community

I have called for a full and complete investigation by NYPD Inspector
General Philip K. Eure and Kings County District Attorney Kenneth Thompson
into the police beating of Daniel Shevchenko, an unarmed man in a bodega in
our community of Sunset Park.

I deplore the images captured on video tape of this man, showing no re-
sistance in our neighborhood bodega, being beaten repeatedly by three police
officers and a medic. The Police Department must change the methods used in
treating suspected perpetrators in situations like the one at the bodega. What
happened there was unacceptable.

Police Commissioner Bratton recently assured us that instances of police
brutality were being reported and acted upon, yet this occurrence in my district
was only brought to light by a community watch group, Elgrito de Sunset Park.
If we are to restore confidence in the NYPD, the incident recorded on tape is
not the way to demonstrate the trust the public demands.
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Mandatory Liability Insurance Keeps
Gun Owners Liable for Unsecured Weapons

A new bill introduced by Assemblyman Ortiz would require firearm own-
ers to obtain at least a $250,000 liability insurance policy, re-emphasizing
the need for fresh strategies to address tax gun laws (A5864).

The recent tragedy in Tennessee where an 1 1-year-old boy allegedly shot
and killed an 8-year-old girl with his father’s 12-gauge shotgun is another
sad reminder that the gun policies need to be reformed.

The gun used by the boy had reportedly been left in an unlocked closet.
Public outcry over persistent gun accidents and massacres grows with each
horrible event, yet Washington has not responded, leaving states to enact
sensible gun reform laws. How can we protect our children from gun atroci-
ties without a common sense approach to provide victim compensation? We
need a better way to hold reckless gun owners accountable.

Laws cannot bring back loved ones, but requiring owners of firearms
to have liability insurance brings us one step closer to acknowledging the
risks and dangers of gun ownership.

The gun control debate has often focused on users, but a shift toward
reform from the victim’s perspective through liability insurance require-
ments is gaining a foothold.
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A city street in the
Wyckoff/Gowanus
neighborhood was
renamed to honor
the memory of Bri-
ana Ojeda, a young
girlwho died tragi-
cally when a police

vvvvv Ojeda
B officer was unable
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after she had an asthma attack. My legislation requiring periodic CPR
training for all police officers has repeatedly passed the Assembly, but
needs Senate support.
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Assistant Speaker Ortiz Continues Fight to
End Climate Change

Assemblyman Ortiz and Senator Liz Krueger are sponsoring the
Fossil Fuel Divestment Act (S.5873/A.8011) which would require
the State Comptroller to divest the New York State Common Retire-
ment Fund from holdings in the top 200 publicly traded fossil fuel
companies. This bill will assure that a move by the city of New
York to do so citywide is followed statewide. The use of fossil fuels
is coming to an end. It is a moral and a fiduciary responsibility to
withdraw financial support from an industry whose profitability
depends on allowing catastrophic climate change.
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I celebrated the
15th anniversary of
the Red Hook Com-
munity Justice Cen-
ter at the Brooklyn
Museum in October
where New York
State Chief Judge
. Jonathan Lippman
was honored. I am very proud of the Center where new ideas are tested
and problems are solved. The community-based violence prevention proj-
ects, alternatives to incarceration and re-entry initiatives are pioneered
by Presiding Judge Alex Calabrese and the Center’s staff.
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I joined with my constit-
uents who are members
of the United Federa-
tion of Teachers (UFT)
to fight breast cancer by
walking to raise money
and awareness. Thank
you UFT members for
being part of the solu-
tion.
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Assemblyman Ortiz supported funding in the state budget for Regional Economic Development Council Grants, which were recently
announced for the following projects in Brooklyn:
. $1,820,000 for Red Hook NY Rising Community Reconstruction Plan’s Integrated Flood Protection System (IFPS) to help reduce flood risk in Southern Brooklyn.

. $1,500,000 for Charge to Work NYC to help reduce emissions by building awareness of the benefits of electronic vehicles among consumers, working to reduce end-user EV
costs, and providing access to a growing network of publicly accessible EV charger.

° $99,985 for Brooklyn Workforce Innovations to train 45 unemployed workers in commercial driving.

. $25,000 for La Cocina Brooklyn to study the development of an affordable commercial kitchen space for low-income food entrepreneurs to develop culinary workforce skills
in Sunset Park, Brooklyn.

O $750,000 for the Smart Cities Innovation Center in Brooklyn that can provide facilities and services to support companies that are designing and building products.

. $100,000 for Work Readiness Training for Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow, Inc. of Brooklyn to train 20 unemployed workers in high school equivalency, sector-based job
training, applied learning initiatives, college access program, stay at work, job placement, procedures for job placement, and background on sub-contractor.

. $49,500 for PortSide New York to build the organization’s capacity, steer infrastructure projects, and grow programs and services.

. $50,000 for Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Development Corporation to determine the feasibility of developing a vacant brownfield site in Red Hook Brooklyn into a Resilience,
Education, Training, and Innovation (RETT) Center.

. $30(),0Q0 for the BioBAT Expansion Project to design and construct state-of-the-art biotechnology laboratory/office space at the Brooklyn Army Terminal for STARTUP-NY
companies.
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I met with the Director of the Bush Terminal
Through generous donations by local merchants, Assemblyman Ortiz was able to deliver many

free turkeys to those in need in our community. He brought turkeys to Marian Heim, United
Senior Center and Red Hook Senior Center. In addition he hosted turkey dinners for residents
throughout the district.
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Pre-K Center to help resolve an issue the
building had when the water supply became
contaminated. The city agencies worked with
us and repairs were quickly made to make the
water safe for consumption.
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My office worked with the Sun-
set Park and the Caribbean Li-
ons Club to bring a Health Fair
to the community at OLPH.
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Bay Ridge Fire Hydrants Get a Face Lift

My office coordinated efforts with the city Department of Environment Protection and
local summer campers from the First Church of the Brethren on 60th Street to paint fire hy-
drants around our community this summer. Their volunteer effort will keep our community
safer by making the hydrants more visible ensuring accessibility to firefighters. The campers

Celebrating the successes of the Bay Ridge Merchants
of 3rd Avenue and the people who have worked hard
to keep our community vibrant and strong. Congratu-
lations to all the small business owners who are the
backbone of our economy! Buy local!!
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undertook the job of painting hydrants from 64th to 60th Streets between 3rd and 5th Ave.
Thank you to all who participated!
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A recent report was made public by the
Office of City Comptroller outlining the
poor living conditions for seniors resid-
ing in NYCHA housing units. This report
highlighted the issues that Assemblyman
Ortiz has been working to resolve in Red
Hook. This past year he has brought
NYCHA Chair Shola Olatoye to see the
conditions and has been working with her
office to push for more timely repairs and
utilities replacements as needed.
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Closing lllegal 39th Street Hotel

In late October, police made multiple arrests at a Sunset Park hotel suspected of housing pros-
titution and illegal drugs. Six law enforcement agencies, including the NYPD and FBI, worked
together to close down the Sunny 39 Hotel. We cannot tolerate activity of this type anywhere
in New York, especially when we need more adequate housing for families and schools for our
children. I have asked Mayor de Blasio to convert this building into a school. Sunset Park schools
are overcrowded and this location would be helpful in alleviated the problem. Join me and write
to Mayor de Blasio too.
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Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and
Happy Kwanzaa to all of you from Assem-
blyman Felix W. Ortiz and staff.
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