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This past February, Assemblyman Keith Wright 
teamed up with the New York State Department of 
Labor to organize a job fair at the Harlem Armory 
with over fifty different companies and organiza-
tions present. Over three thousand residents from 
Harlem and beyond attended and met with potential 
employers, unions and social service organizations. 
Although the event was set to begin at 9:00 AM, a 
line was wrapped around 142nd Street as early as 
7:00 AM. Over a thousand New York residents from 
Harlem and beyond attended and met with potential 
employers, unions, and social service organizations. 
The attendees were well-prepared and eager to find 
positions, enroll in job training, or get information. 
Some were even interviewed on the spot, and the 
Department of Labor put all resumes into a database 
to be kept on file. 

One Harlem resident interviewed with the New 
York City Housing Authority for a full-time main-
tenance job. She was pleased with her opportunity 
to interview, and impressed with the job fair in gen-
eral, saying, “This job fair, this turn out—it’s very 
good. This is the real deal. There are single mothers, 
singles fathers here, looking for work just to get by 
and provide for their kids. I’ll take what I can get. I 
can’t afford to be picky. Most people can’t, and I’m 
just glad I got this interview.” 

The job fair was planned to help address a very 
real problem that Harlem is facing: the community 
has a massive and unacceptable unemployment prob-
lem. While the federal numbers regarding joblessness 
gain constant attention, you can almost always triple 
or quadruple those numbers and arrive at Harlem’s. 
Such is the case in many Communities of Color. 
Harlem had an unemployment problem even before 
the recession hit. Today, the problem persists and is 
increasing as joblessness nationally increases. 

The Assemblyman explained, “If America is suf-
fering from a cold, Communities of Color are suf-
fering from pneumonia. If this job fair helped keep 
even one roof over a child’s head, put one meal on the 
table, helped a family keep the heat on or their kids 
in college, this event will have been a great success.” 
Harlem’s vibrant and capable workforce should not 
be ignored, as jobs are the key to progress and revi-
talization within a community.

He continued, “As the Chairman of the State As-
sembly Labor Committee, I am making it a priority to 

enact statewide policies which help our residents get back to work. Whether it’s 
funding job training programs that are affordable and accessible to our residents, 
working with organized labor to open up apprenticeship programs to more 
people who come from disadvantaged backgrounds or giving people pathways 
from welfare to work, the message is simple: Get New York Back to Work!” 

In addition to Assemblyman Wright’s job fair efforts, the 2012 New York 
State Budget has restored funding for a number of programs that focus on job 
preparation or offer direct access to the job market. Among those programs are 
Career Pathways, The Advanced Technology Training and Information Net-
working (ATTAIN) program, and the Summer Youth Program. 

Thousands joined Assemblyman Wright for his first annual Job Fair.

Assemblyman Wright and President Barack Obama.

Getting Harlem 
Back to Work!



Saying Farewell to Gil Noble

Raising the New York State Minimum Wage

It was a sad day when the world and our 
community lost an innovator and an icon in 
Mr. Gil Noble. Gil spent his life and career 
using journalism to shed a light on the culture 
and concerns of Black America. He was in-
strumental in the fight for racial equality and 
the Civil Rights movement. He was our archi-
vist, our documentarian; a true griot whose 
insight and passion gave us all a voice. With-
out his landmark series, Like It Is, Sunday 
mornings will never be the same. 

Gil was a true Harlem community member 
and a dear friend to Assemblyman Wright, 
who has been a guest on Like It Is a number of times. Gil Noble 
loved Harlem and all that it stands for. He was a member of the 

Board of Directors for the Jazz Foundation of 
America and received many Emmys for his 
groundbreaking work in journalism and tele-
vision reporting. He created documentaries on 
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., and 
interviewed international icons every week. 

Gil is responsible for bringing Black Cul-
ture and the issues and concerns of African 
Americans to mainstream media. Through 
the end, he was always concerned with our 
Harlem community and he never wavered 
in his commitment to portray and document 
truth. Gil was a pioneer in the Black Com-

munity and a respected leader in journalism whose ground-
breaking efforts will never be forgotten. 

Assemblyman Wright being inter-
viewed by Gil Noble on “Like It Is.”

Assemblyman Wright, Chairman of the State Assembly Labor Committee, 
negotiating the 2012 State Budget in Albany. 

In January, Assemblyman Wright introduced legislation 
to raise the State’s minimum wage to $8.50 from $7.25. 
With our top priority being getting Harlem back to work, 
we need to make sure that once obtained, these jobs can 
offer Harlemites, and all New Yorkers, an income that al-
lows them to afford the cost of living in our State. The 
legislation calls for the $1.50 increase to be effective in 
January of 2013, and the wage will be adjusted annually 
based on inflation according to the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI). This will allow workers to maintain a living wage 
that coincides with the State’s economic status, while also 
ensuring that wages don’t erode in the future. “Raising 
the minimum wage and indexing it to inflation is a matter 
of economic fairness, and our plan progressively rewards 
hardworking men and women who are trying to make ends 
meet,” said Assemblyman Wright. “According to the US 
Census, nearly half of all Americans have fallen into pov-
erty or joined the ranks of the working poor. This is not 
the American Dream. New Yorkers who work full time 
shouldn’t be poor. It’s as simple as that!”

The minimum wage in New York has increased only ten 
cents in the last six years. It was raised with the federal 
minimum wage in 2009 and prior to that, the minimum 
wage was $7.15, which was set in 2007. Despite the cost 

of living in New York State being one of the highest in the 
country, nineteen other states have a higher minimum wage 
than we do, including Massachusetts, Connecticut and Ver-
mont. New York is one of the most progressive states in the 
nation, and we must make sure that middle and working 
class New Yorkers can raise a family with the wages that 
they earn. According to Mario Cilento, President of the 
NYS AFL-CIO, “Increasing the state minimum wage and 
indexing it to inflation is smart policy. It will benefit both 
workers and our state economy, as this money will be spent 

right back in our local communities. This bill will ensure that never again is 
the buying power of the minimum wage ravaged by inflation. Workers and 
their employers will have modest and predictable annual increases to plan 
for. With this bill, we have the opportunity to make a real positive change 
in people’s lives.”

Raising the minimum wage would have an incredibly positive effect on 
the New Yorkers who need a financial boost the most. In turn, it would fuel 

our State’s dismal economy, just as raising the minimum wage during times 
of fiscal crisis has done in the past. According to the Fiscal Policy Institute, 
the proposed increase would benefit about one million New Yorkers, just 
over eleven percent of all workers in the State. Women, African Americans 
and Latinos stand to gain the most from this modest increase since those are 
the New Yorkers that are disproportionately represented in low-wage jobs. 
Raising the State’s minimum wage is right for Harlem, and it’s right for 
New York State. Assemblyman Wright and Speaker Silver are continuing 
to push for this change that is essential for economic recovery and for our 
neighbors and families to earn a living wage.

Assemblyman Wright with Andrew 
Young, former Ambassador to the 
United Nations, former Mayor of At-
lanta and former United States Con-
gressman at Caucus Weekend 2012.

“According to the US Census, nearly half of all Americans have fallen 
into poverty or joined the ranks of the working poor. This is not the 

American Dream. New Yorkers who work full time shouldn’t be poor.” 
- Assemblyman Wright



Mayor Bloomberg’s Inept Handling of  
FDNY Hiring Bias

Assemblyman Wright Announces Increase in 
Public Assistance Grant

Assemblyman Wright with United States Senator Charles Schumer at 
Caucus Weekend 2012.

Assemblyman Wright and Reverend Doctor Calvin Butts of Abyssinian Bap-
tist Church.

“After protecting the nepotistic and blatantly racist practices of the FDNY 
for what equates to an entire mayoral term, it is ridiculous and shameful 
for the Mayor to again stand on the side of ignorance...”

- Assemblyman Wright

During a time when New York State is trying des-
perately to curb spending and reduce the statewide 
deficit, Assemblyman Wright is proud to announce 
that the 2012 Budget includes the final ten percent 
increase to the public assistance grant. New Yorkers 
will see the first increase of five percent effective July 
of this year, and the remaining increase will go into 
effect in October. This completes the overall thirty 
percent increase that has been gradually implemented 
beginning in 2009. It marks the first increase to the 
grant since 1990.

Increasing the public assistance grant has been a 
priority for Assemblyman Wright since he served as 
the chair of the New York State Assembly Social Ser-
vices Committee up until February of 2011. In that 
role, he was responsible for successfully engineering 
the first of the overall thirty percent increase. While 
Assemblyman Wright had fought for a higher overall 
increase, the thirty percent will benefit many Harlem 
residents. It’s no surprise that with the economy in the 
state that it is, more New York residents are relying 
on public assistance than ever before. 

With jobs and careers sparsely available, even 
the most qualified New Yorkers are out of work. The 
increase will aid families and individuals that are 
struggling, while also allowing low-wage earners to 
offset today’s high cost of living with a slight boost 
from this public assistance grant. This increase, along 
with budget initiatives that are focused on establish-
ing long-term economic self-sufficiency, such as job 
training programs, will help New Yorkers emerge 
from the darkness of the economic downturn. “For 

the first time in over two decades, our families in desperate want of assistance 
are getting a little more help from our state. While this increase does not solve 
the problem in our state and in my opinion does not go far enough to help 
our struggling families, it is a good start. I have successfully championed 
the issue of increasing the public assistance grant since my time as Chair 
of the Social Services Committee from 2007 to 2011. I will ensure that the 
State Assembly keeps fighting for these critical increases,” said Assembly-
man Keith L.T. Wright.

In January, Mayor Bloomberg unfairly and in a truly 
contradictory fashion accused Federal District Judge 
Nicholas Garaufis of bias after his ruling for federal 
oversight on the over four-year-old litigation concerning 
diversity in the New York City Fire Department. Bloom-
berg even went as far as to ask for Judge Garaufis’ re-
moval from the case. Assemblyman Wright expressed 
his discontent with the City’s ruling, explaining, “After 
protecting the nepotistic and blatantly racist practices of 
the FDNY for what equates to an entire mayoral term, 
it is ridiculous and shameful for the Mayor to again 
stand on the side of ignorance with this bizarre request. 
As Judge Garaufis has correctly stated, ‘The City still 
doesn’t get it’ and Bloomberg’s bombastic request for 
removal confirms that Mayor Bloomberg ‘gets it’ about 
as much as Blacks and Latinos get jobs as firefighters 
in New York City.”

While the City has taken some actions to attempt to 
integrate the FDNY in recent years, in moves designed 
to draw attention away from the fact that they were still 
fighting the integration of the FDNY in the courts, the 
Judge is right to be distrustful of this administration 
and their true level of commitment to justice and equal-
ity. Mayor Bloomberg’s handling of the situation was 
disgraceful and indicative of the discrimination that his 
administration has demonstrated for some time now.



“...the money we received will support the crucial work of representing 
victims of domestic violence as they strive to flee abusive relationships 
and rebuild their lives...”	  - Peggy Earisman, Director of Harlem Legal Services
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Harlem Organizations Receive  
Helpful Funding from 2012 Budget

A Comeback for Harlem’s Legendary  
La Marqueta

Assemblyman Wright with Bill Richardson, former Governor 
of New Mexico, at Caucus Weekend 2012.

Assemblyman Wright and Governor Andrew Cuomo 
during Caucus Weekend 2012.

In its heyday, La Marqueta was an informal marketplace 
for vendors and merchants that brought livelihood and a true 
neighborhood feel to the streets of East Harlem.  The New 
York Times once referred to the marketplace as “the most 
visible symbol of the neighborhood.” La Marqueta was a re-
vered Harlem mainstay and hopefully, will regain its presence 
in our community through a planned revitalization program. 

The Harlem Community Development Corporation, which 
Assemblyman Wright chairs, has announced a new project to 
revitalize the once-booming La Marqueta. The new proposal, 
La Marqueta Mile, will encompass the original 22 block-
long open-air public market under the Park Ave Metro North 
elevated viaduct in East Harlem. The new renovations would 
bring immeasurable good to Harlem’s economy and commu-
nity as a whole. The new marketplace would help address the 
unemployment problem that Harlem faces by creating over 
4,000 new, living-wage jobs for local residents. 

The new, outdoor market would be of historic signifi-
cance to our Harlem community. It would channel the origi-
nal neighborhood La Marqueta of the past while providing 
key community engagement and bringing jobs to Harlem. 
When asked about the ambitiousness of the La Marqueta 
Mile, Assemblyman Wright aptly responded, “Of course 
it’s ambitious- it’s a mega-project- but if we didn’t have 
ambition, Harlem wouldn’t be the center of the universe 
and God’s green Earth.”

Assemblyman Wright is pleased to announce that the 2012 New York 
State Budget includes almost $400,000 dollars in funding for two of Har-
lem’s most indispensable organizations. The Neighborhood Defenders As-
sociation of Harlem and Harlem Legal Services are both groups committed 
to finding justice and providing excellent legal advice and representation for 
those who would otherwise be without. Organizations like these rely heavily 
on grants and state funding, and this money secured for them will ultimately 
be felt most by the Harlem community. 

The Neighborhood Defenders Services of Harlem received $138,722 in 
programmatic funding for the 2012-2013 fiscal year. “NDS is appreciative of 
the continued support of NYS government as we strive to meet the ever ex-
panding legal needs of our indigent constituents and their families,” said Rick 
Jones, Executive Director of  Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem. 

“Manhattan Legal Services, a part of Legal Services NYC, is extremely 
grateful for the support of the State Legislature and the leadership efforts 
of Assemblyman Keith Wright in ensuring that our funding is continued. 
In our Harlem office, the money we received will support the crucial work 
of representing victims of domestic violence as they strive to flee abusive 
relationships and rebuild their lives as well as supporting our work obtaining 
critical benefits for disabled clients.  Without this support, we would face the 
loss of a staff attorney to serve Harlem residents, translating into hundreds of 
vulnerable residents—disabled people and families facing violence—unable 
to access a lawyer,” said Peggy Earisman, Director of Harlem Legal Services. 


