
Dear Neighbor:
While many of us feel discouraged and frustrat-

ed by the news coming out of Washington, we need 
to keep working toward positive change and the 
causes we believe in, and fighting against injustice. 
Our nation and our state face great challenges now. 

Our state faces the loss of billions of dollars in 
federal aid. We will fight against those cuts. But 
we also need to be prepared to replace that lost aid.

New York depends on our extraordinary assets: 
an educated, diverse workforce, world-class cultural 
offerings, outstanding health care institutions, and a 
comprehensive mass transit network. Those assets – and 
making sure every New Yorker has a fair chance to lead 
a full life – requires public spending. And in fairness, 
the necessary taxes must be based on ability to pay.

I look forward to hearing your comments and 
suggestions on legislative issues and community 
problems.

I work for you full-time, year-round, in Albany 
and in the neighborhood. I am a lawyer, but I do 
not maintain a private practice. My only job is 
working for you.

My Community Office has a new address: 214 
West 29th Street (between Seventh and Eighth Av-
enues), Suite 1002, New York, NY 10001. Same 
phone and email: 212-807-7900 and GottfriedR@
nyassembly.gov. We are here to serve you.

If you are having a problem with a government 
agency, your landlord, a utility, etc., or if your block 
association or other group needs my help or would 
like me to come to a meeting, or if there is any other 
way I can help, please call or e-mail.

Join me in remembering Nelson Mandela’s 
motto: “Free yourself. Free others. Serve every day.”

Sincerely,

Richard N. Gottfried
Assembly Member

Community Updates

Port Authority Plans New Bus Terminal in Hell’s Kitchen
The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey is planning to construct a 

new bus terminal in Hell’s Kitchen to replace its current cramped and outdated 
facility. It is considering designs and possible locations for the new terminal. 

I’ve joined many local residents, elected officials, Community Board 
members, and community organizations to express our adamant opposition 
to any plan that would mean tearing down any homes, businesses, or com-
munity organizations to make way for a terminal. The Port Authority already 
owns plenty of land in the area that it can use. Thankfully, we succeeded in 
extracting concessions from the Port Authority to ensure greater community 
input into the new terminal’s design and construction and that it will seek to 
rebuild on the current site.

Fighting “Supertall” Buildings
After a surge in the construction of towering luxury buildings in midtown, 

particularly along 57th St., developers are pressing aggressively with plans 
for “supertall” skyscrapers on the Upper West Side. In our Assembly Dis-
trict, Extell Development has assembled several properties along the south 
side of West 66th St. between Central Park West and Columbus Ave which 
combined constitute a “footprint” of 15,000 square feet for a future luxury 
condominium tower. Extell’s current plans say it will reach 25 stories – but 
Extell refuses to confirm whether those plans are final, or if it is ultimately 
going to try to erect an even taller building. 

I joined other local elected officials in writing to Extell to urge it to “do 
the right thing and be open and honest with its neighbors.”

Nearby, the developer SJP Properties assembled several properties at 200 
Amsterdam Ave., intending to build a 668-foot-tall luxury building. Local 
residents, elected officials, and community organizations, including the 
Committee for Environmentally Sound Development and Landmark West, 
challenged permits for the site issued by the NYC Dept. of Buildings (DOB).

In July, DOB issued a “stop work” order for the site and approved a zoning 
challenge, agreeing that the proposed building’s “open space” failed to meet 
zoning regulations for the size, height, shape, and setback of the building. SJP 
Properties must now revise its plans.

Affordable Housing, Not Illegal Hotels: In July, I joined legislators (l.-r.) Senator Liz 
Krueger and Assembly Members Deborah Glick, Victor Pichardo, Robert Carroll, and 
Linda Rosenthal to call for the passage of Rosenthal’s bill to require Airbnb and other 
“home-sharing” websites to make public the addresses of their listings so that enforcement 
agencies can be sure they are legal.

New Yorkers to Airbnb: “New York Is Not For Sale!”
Illegal hotels – renting out apartments to transients – have been a growing 

problem for years. It can mean strangers with keys to the building coming 
and going at all hours. 

Illegal hotels are not subject to strict fire and safety code protections like 
real hotels, and take thousands of apartments off the market, worsening the 
City’s housing shortage.

The Illegal Hotel Law that Senator Liz Krueger and I got enacted in 2010 
makes it clear that renting out an apartment for short-term use in buildings with 
six or more units violates the law. (The law does not apply to renting out part 
of an apartment for less than 30 days if the permanent occupant is there.) Also, 
renting out your apartment probably violates your lease and could get you evicted. 

Last year, Governor Cuomo signed into law the bill sponsored by As-
sembly Member Rosenthal and Senator Krueger that imposes fines for 
advertising an apartment to be used as an illegal hotel. 

If you think there is illegal hotel activity in your building, please call 
311 and give my office the complaint number.

Seniors and Disabled Homeowners  
Are Getting a Tax Break!

Good news! The Mayor recently signed legislation 
that will increase the income eligibility to qualify for 
the Senior Citizen and Disabled Homeowners’ Ex-
emption programs, which includes low and moderate 
income co-op and condo owners. 

Seniors 65 years or older and people with disabili-
ties with annual income of $58,399 or less are now 
eligible to receive the Senior Citizen Homeowners’ 
Exemption (SCHE) or Disabled Homeowners’ Ex-
emption (DHE).

Who may be eligible: Seniors 65+ or disabled New 
Yorkers with annual income of $58,399 or less.

How it works: SCHE and DHE exempt 5 to 50% of 
the assessed value of your home from taxation.

How to apply: Visit www.nyc.gov/sche or www.nyc.
gov/dhe and submit an application by January 16, 2018.

Why YOU should apply: You could save hundreds 
of dollars or more on your property taxes this year!

If you already get SCHE or DHE: You do not 
have to do anything! Any increases to your benefit will 
appear on your January 2018 property tax bill, with a 
retroactive credit to July 1, 2017.

Previously denied because your income was too 
high? If your income is $58,399 or less, the City will 
automatically apply the benefit to your account, begin-
ning with your January 2018 property tax bill with a 
retroactive credit to July 1, 2017.
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Assembly Health Committee 2017 Update

Health Committee Reports 178 Bills in 2017
In 2017, the Assembly Committee on Health, which I chair, 

reported 178 bills, of which 53 went on to pass the Assembly and 
Senate. Several of them have already been signed into law, and the 
others will be acted on by the Governor before the end of the year. To 
learn more about state legislation, go to http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/

Here are some of the bills reported by the Health Committee 
that passed both houses:

• Medical Marijuana for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
(A.7006, Gottfried): adds PTSD to the list of conditions for 
which medical marijuana may be used. Currently the only 
FDA-approved drugs for PTSD have serious side effects including 
suicide risks, weight gain, and diabetes, and other drugs used 
are not approved. Marijuana is known to reduce nightmares, 
flashbacks, and overall levels of PTSD.

• Encouraging Organ Donation (A.5179, Ortiz): makes “Lauren’s 
Law” permanent. It requires a person applying for a driver’s 
license or non-driver ID card to state if s/he wants to sign up for 
the organ donor registry or not. Lauren’s Law has increased sign-
ups for the organ donor registry.

• Newborn “Baby Box” Demonstration Program (A.6044A, 
Simotas): the Dept. of Health will provide safe sleep boxes for 
newborns and information on safe sleeping in areas of the state 
with high infant mortality.

• E-Cigarette Regulation (A.516A, Rosenthal): Clean Indoor Air 
Act provisions that regulate smoking in public areas would be 
extended to cover using e-cigarettes.

After extended negotiations, the Governor, the Assembly, and the 
Senate passed the State budget in early April. Like any large negotiated 
package among people with different and sometimes conflicting goals, 
it was a mixed bag. The budget legislation included many good features, 
but almost all were “half a loaf” – better than none, but not as much 
as should have been done.

Not-Quite-Free Tuition at SUNY and CUNY
I have always supported tuition-free public higher education 

(SUNY and CUNY).
Governor Cuomo’s new plan offering free tuition to many students 

at SUNY and CUNY colleges may be the first in the country, but there 
are serious limits. Students must be from a family earning $100,000 or 
less annually, so many working families will not qualify. Students must 
be enrolled full-time, which excludes many of those who have to work. 
I cosponsored a bill to correct these and other flaws, but the Governor 
and the Senate would not agree to that.

Low income students who attend private schools will not be able to 
benefit. And SUNY and CUNY tuition will actually increase for students 
not covered by the new plan! Unfortunately, the DREAM Act that was 
passed by the Assembly – which would have offered State financial aid 
for many qualified immigrant students and also let them start a college 
tuition savings account – was not even considered by the State Senate.

“Millionaires Tax” Continued but Not Raised;  
Middle Income Tax Cut

The state “millionaires” tax was extended for two more years. It 
will raise about $3.4 billion in Fiscal Year 2017-2018, and will affect 
about 45,000 taxpayers, about half of whom live outside NY State.

The new State budget also kept a scheduled tax cut for people with 
annual incomes between $40,000 and $300,000.

The Assembly wanted to add an additional higher-rate bracket 
for incomes above $5 million a year, to help fund increased aid to 
education and other needs, but the State Senate refused.

The Assembly also supported the NYC mayor’s plan for a “mansion 
tax,” an additional 2.5% tax on NYC homes valued at $2 million or 
more, to subsidize rents for seniors. However, the Governor and State 
Senate would not agree.

Affordable and Supportive Housing
A $2.5 billion five-year statewide housing program with $1 billion for 

6,000 units of supportive housing was included. The 421-a tax abatement 

2017 State Budget: Lots of “Half a Loaf Better than None”

grants tax breaks for new construction that includes affordable housing, 
and construction workers must be paid the prevailing wage on large 
projects in parts of Manhattan, Brooklyn, and Queens. I believe the tax 
benefit to developers was made too generous (at the City’s expense). 

“Raise the Age” for Many Crimes
New York and North Carolina had been the only two states that 

impose adult criminal sentences on teenagers as young as 16; in 
all other states it is 18. Thanks to the Assembly’s persistence, now 
juveniles charged with most misdemeanors and felonies will go to 
Family Court and juvenile facilities. This will not cover all crimes, 
but it will protect thousands of young people from being locked up 
with adult criminals and get them the help they need.

More School Aid, But Not Enough
The budget included a higher-than-inflation increase of $1 billion in 

State aid to education, for a total of $25.7 billion, a 4.1% increase over 
last year’s budget. However, if the State was obeying a decade-old Court 
of Appeals ruling on its obligation to fund quality education – as we 
should be – we would have increased school aid by more than $4 billion.

Drinking Water Protection
A $2.5 billion Clean Water Infrastructure program will fund efforts 

to upgrade drinking and waste water treatment systems.
More testing of public drinking water systems for chemical contaminants 

will be required, with prompt notification to the public, and remediation 
efforts. This comes from scandals involving upstate Hoosick Falls and 
Newburgh, and hearings held by the Assembly Health Committee (which 
I chair) and Environmental Conservation Committee, and our Senate 
counterparts. We created a new Water Quality Advisory Council to advise 
the NYS Health Department on contaminants. One of the Assembly’s 
representatives is from the NYC Dept. of Environmental Protection. 

Support for Home Health Care
It has been becoming increasingly difficult for Medicaid patients 

needing long-term care – especially home care for extended hours – 
to get the care they need. Many areas have a shortage of home care 
aides because low reimbursement rates make recruitment and retention 
of workers difficult. And many Medicaid managed care plans resist 
providing extended hours of care.

The Assembly Health Committee, which I chair, held hearings 
this year that made clear how serious these problems are. This led 
to important state budget actions that begin to remedy this situation. 

• Increased Aid for Safety-Net Hospitals (A.7763, Gottfried): 
targets additional aid to hospitals with high levels of Medicaid 
and uninsured patients, as well as public hospitals and certain 
rural hospitals.

• Medical Records for Applicants for Government Benefits 
(A.7842, Gottfried): eliminates provider charges for copies of 
patient records necessary for applying for government benefits 
or programs like disability and 9/11 benefits. People often cannot 
afford to pay the legal rate of $.75 per page for what may be 
hundreds of pages. 

• Adult Home Death and Felony Reporting (A.2702, Gottfried): 
improves reporting by adult homes of resident deaths and attempted 
suicides and any felony in the facility. 

• Manhattan Asthma Study (A.7214, Seawright): directs the NYS 
DOH to conduct a study on high asthma rates in the borough of 
Manhattan.

• Controlled Substance Collection (A.387B, Gunther): expands the 
law authorizing pharmacies to accept unused controlled substances 
for proper disposal by requiring chains with four or more locations 
to do so.

• Medical Marijuana Practitioner List (A.2882, Peoples-Stokes): 
makes public the list of medical practitioners registered to prescribe 
medical marijuana, unless the practitioner explicitly objects. This 
will make it easier for patients to find a participating practitioner.

• Adoptee Right to Know (A.5036A, Weprin): allows adoptees who 
are at least 18 years old to obtain a non-certified copy of their birth 
certificate and medical history forms from the DOH if available. 



Community Updates

Victory for Historic Chelsea House
In May, the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) ruled 

against the property owner’s attempt to keep a rooftop addition on 
the historic landmarked Hopper Gibbons House at 339 West 29th 
St. in Chelsea, the City’s only known stop on the Underground 
Railroad.

Chelsea residents, preservationists, elected officials, and com-
munity leaders had been fighting for ten years to remove a fifth-
floor addition which was illegally constructed after the home was 
landmarked as part of the Lamartine Place Historic District. Hopper 
Gibbons roof is historically significant because the inhabitants 
escaped via its roof and those of neighboring houses to avoid an 
angry mob during the notorious Draft Riots of 1863.

The LPC decision is gratifying to all the New Yorkers who 
fought long and hard. It wouldn’t have been possible without 
the advocacy of Fern Luskin and Julie Finch, other community 
activists, elected officials, Community Board 4, and organizations 
like Friends of the Hopper-Gibbons Underground Railroad Site, 
the Historic Districts Council, the Greenwich Village Society for 
Historic Preservation, and Save Chelsea.

L Train: Keeping 14th Street Moving 
In April 2019, the MTA will close the L train’s tunnel under the 

East River, suspend L train service along 14th Street in Manhattan 
for an estimated 15 months to rebuild the tunnel, which suffered 
severe damage during Superstorm Sandy in 2012. 

I’m working with other elected officials representing neighbor-
hoods affected by the L train shutdown to urge the MTA and the 
NYC Dept. of Transportation (NYCDOT) to study alternatives to 
keep 14th St. moving, such as designating bus lanes as people seek 
other ways to travel along this busy corridor. Proposals the MTA 
and NYCDOT are considering include: a new Select Bus Service 
to run all or part of the way between the Hudson and East Rivers; 
new turn and curbside restrictions on vehicular traffic; additional 
pedestrian space; increasing capacity on other subway lines; and 
dedicated crosstown bicycle lanes on nearby streets.

Keeping 14th Street Moving Without the L Train: Earlier this year at a community 
meeting held by the MTA and NYC DOT, I spoke with local residents about their 
ideas on how to ease travel along the busy 14th Street corridor while L train service 
is suspended for 15 months beginning in 2019.

Fighting to Preserve New York’s History: Joining me outside a Landmark Preservation 
Commission hearing on Hopper-Gibbons were (l.-r.) Matt Green of Councilmember 
Corey Johnson’s office, Fern Luskin of the Friends of Hopper Gibbons Underground 
Railroad Site & Lamartine Place, and New York City’s Public Advocate.

MTA Project in Murray Hill
Last year, the MTA announced plans to build an emergency 

ventilation plant (EVP) for the 4/5/6 subway below Park Ave. 
between E. 33rd St. and Grand Central Station. But earlier this 
year the MTA removed the EVP from its current capital plan, cit-
ing budgetary constraints. The EVP’s construction will now be in 
the 2020-2024 capital plan, but the MTA’s public environmental 
review is continuing.

The EVP would provide emergency mechanical ventilation 
to this approximately 2500’ long stretch of the tunnel, which it 
lacks. The EVP would be constructed under northbound Park Ave., 
either between 36th and 38th Streets, or between 37th and East 
39th Streets, and be completely underground except for sidewalk 
gratings. The MTA estimates construction would take four to 
five years, and would entail relocating underground utilities and 
placing temporary decking over the street bed. The MTA says the 
EVP is necessary to provide emergency exit for riders in case of 
an emergency, and will improve access for emergency personnel. 

The nine-block stretch between the 33rd St. and Grand Central 
subway stations is one of the longest unventilated segments of the 
entire system, on the most crowded subway line in the nation.

Many residents ask whether the EVP is truly necessary and if 
it couldn’t be built in a less disruptive way. In April, I submitted 
testimony to the MTA urging it to consult closely with residents 
and Community Board 6 before and during construction. Murray 
Hill has been plagued for many years by traffic and noise from 
various construction projects, in particular the massive East Side 
Access tunnel.

Update on Mount Sinai Beth Israel:  
Still Not Closing

Last year, there were alarming rumors that the Mount Sinai 
Health System would be closing Beth Israel Hospital, which it 
owns. Actually, it turned out their plan is to relocate Beth Israel 
hospital two blocks, from 16th Street to a smaller facility on East 
14th Street, keep a full-service emergency department, reduce its 
inpatient capacity and make other changes. It will remain open 
during the construction of the new building.

I have been working with all the local elected officials, com-
munity boards and many others in the area to make sure that the 
community’s health care needs are fully met.

The plan includes an emergency department with the same ser-
vices now provided at the current Beth Israel hospital, the expansion 
of outpatient facilities at three sites in the area, with more than 35 
operating and procedure rooms, and 16 physician practice locations 
to be used by over 600 doctors. Beth Israel’s primary care, behavioral, 
and outpatient surgery services would also be expanded.

Jobs and benefits would be protected for doctors, nurses, and 
other hospital employees as has been discussed with the labor 
unions representing them, although some will likely be reassigned 
to other facilities in the Mount Sinai Healthcare System.

The hospital will remain open at its current location before it moves 
to the new building (in about three years). It plans to sell the site on 
which Beth Israel is currently located to help finance the plan. The new 
hospital will have 70 or more beds; the number is based on its assess-
ment of current utilization, what will be needed after the expansion of 
outpatient facilities and moving some procedures to other Manhattan 
hospitals in the Mount Sinai system for consolidation of services.

We have been monitoring Mount Sinai’s plans to ensure re-
sponse to community input. We have been working with State and 
City agencies with regulatory and approval responsibilities over the 
planned move. Over the course of the last year, the Mount Sinai 
Healthcare System has held several public forums, and its officials 
continue to meet with local elected officials and other stakehold-
ers regarding its plans. It began collecting data for a “Community 
Health Needs Evaluation” in August. When that evaluation is 
complete, it will be released to the public, which will be provided 
additional opportunities to weigh in.

Community members, health care advocates, and elected offi-
cials are rightly deeply concerned. Especially after the 2010 closure 
of St. Vincent’s Hospital in the West Village, it is important to make 
sure that lower Manhattan neighborhoods are not underserved.

Continued from page 1



ON THE BALLOT IN NOVEMBER: 
Should we have a state constitutional convention?

“Improved Medicare for All” for New York

The president and lawmakers in the majority of both houses 
of Congress are trying to roll back the Affordable Care Act, strip 
health care coverage from tens of millions of Americans, and give 
more power to insurance companies. That’s wrong. 

We should start with a basic principle: No American should be 
denied health care or suffer financially trying to pay for it. What 
forces health policy into contortions is insisting on taking care of 
insurance companies and their hefty costs and finances. That means 
rising premiums and deductibles, restricted provider networks and 
high out-of-network charges; paying for insurance bureaucrats 
controlling our health care; and huge administrative systems that 
doctors and hospitals have to have and we pay for. 

The most practical and least expensive solution is to take 
insurance companies out of the picture and enact improved Medicare 
for all. We can do it in New York.

On Election Day, Nov. 7, New York State voters will choose 
whether there shall be a state constitutional convention held to re-
write New York State’s Constitution.

The State Constitution requires this vote every 20 years. If the 
majority votes “Yes,” then in November 2018 we will elect del-
egates to a constitutional convention (“con-con,” for short) to meet 
in Albany. Whatever the convention proposes will then go back to 
the voters for approval in November 2019.

In a legislative newsletter, I cannot support or oppose an item on 
the ballot. Many groups are lining up on different sides. I urge you 
to learn all you can about it and think carefully before you vote. I 
do have a strong opinion, which I will be expressing in other places.

It is easy to imagine ideas that you like being supported by a 
constitutional convention. But remember that it could also promote 
ideas that you oppose. A constitutional convention could take up 
an almost endless list of issues – taking things out or putting things 
in, on almost any topic.

We need to think about: What issues are at stake, and what good 
or harm could be done? About 60% of the state population is outside 
New York City. If we vote to hold a convention, who would make 
up the majority of the delegates? And if a convention puts proposals 
on the ballot in 2019, what kind of vote can we expect?

What’s at stake? 
A state constitutional convention could change the rules – in almost 

any direction – on almost any issue: human services; reproductive 

health care; rent and housing; development; and separation of church 
and state, including in education.

Who would be in control? 
The delegates to a constitutional convention would almost all be 

elected from the current 63 State Senate districts (3 from each district, 
totaling 189) – the districts that elected the current State Senators. (The 
State Assembly’s district lines produce a different majority. But those 
districts play no role in a constitutional convention.)

Fifteen more delegates would be elected “at large,” statewide. 
Statewide elections in New York can go either way. Each major party 
has won 3 of the last 6 elections for Governor.

Existing laws on campaign contributions, voting and lobbying 
would apply.

How would proposals be adopted?
Any constitutional amendments proposed by a constitutional con-

vention would then be voted up or down by the voters in a 2019 ref-
erendum. A convention could propose amendments as separate items 
or as one package.

That vote would come in 2019, when there are major local elections 
all over upstate New York and the suburbs, but no statewide elections 
or major New York City elections. Voter turnout is usually higher in 
areas with major local elections. 

In 2017, for the fourth time, the Assembly passed the New York 
Health Act (A. 4738), my bill that would to establish guaranteed 
complete health coverage for all New Yorkers. The New York 
Health Act would eliminate insurance company premiums, 
deductibles, co-pays, restricted provider networks and out-of-
network charges. All residents would be covered, for the full range 
of doctors, hospitals, and other health care providers. Benefits would 
include comprehensive inpatient and outpatient care, primary and 
preventative care, prescription drugs, behavioral health services, 
laboratory testing, home health care, nursing home and rehabilitative 
care, as well as dental, vision, and hearing care. Even people with 
Medicare would have broader coverage than they do now.

Funding would be provided by a broad-based progressively-
graduated tax based on ability to pay, while saving about 98% of 
New Yorkers money.


