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APRIL 1, 2020 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Media Contact: Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov 
718-940-0428 

 

More Medical Resources On The Way 

 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

NYC playgrounds closed; donation of COVID-19 tests; additional hospital staff 
on its way; small business resources; 2020 census and more! 

 

 

   



NYS Confirmed: 83,712 

NYS deaths: 1,941 

NYC confirmed: 47,439 

Brooklyn confirmed:  12,274 
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• NYC Playgrounds will be closed to enforce social 
distancing protocols. Will leave open spaces available. 

• Regeneron Pharmaceuticals donated 500,000 test 
kits to New York free of charge. First batch was delivered 
on Monday. 25,000 per day ongoing delivery. 

• Corning Incorporated donated 100,000 tubes. 

https://www.facebook.com/corningincorporated/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDrnA1oB_PQmdYBngveXCd-mO2Jz6b_TS-g8gZoG1YNRAO9PY-6k_ifI-WPLY8X7EmKyeHl9VZrrzc2&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCNSimnQQkIG8AofQ5ENIBpEHa-649Z-lh8cydVpue6fqMjMpMmwOcN8yvVRe8FQN5fIG8ZvlP1iDNLZNeLmOYRe8gfdVi63rekF5jze1c3f-OUpOPAGMSFIW1VyymuCP2JVdn3q_cKkMo-JMAjcUsTWd33nfCa31VukdYrvXFHoKinbfkNzJDKBevcnwA2mIP-XeJ3dCr_vKU1iFGBRNKSYYbDbrrZieMvuGHgFUOxwf2oemA9cqjEryKczaDHHFaNaj_rSHm4ShnxgAYGjiXrkNEa7-w1V15Mv6YoFO9UGIGSq9138e7tm8hgU39frq4rKcYjVmmymw


• Corning also provided an additional 500,000 tubes at 
reduced cost and expedited delivery. 

• Total hospitalizations: 12,226. 
 

For more information visit here. 
 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE: 

ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
 

 

 

Video Credit: NYS Department of Labor 
 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZ4QNYyg5dc
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• NYC Health + Hospitals President and CEO Dr. Mitchell 
Katz update: 

• Elmhurst Hospital has increased from 29 ICU 
beds to 111 ICU beds in 10 days, with 30 more 
coming. 

• Lincoln Hospital: has increased from 34 ICU 
beds to 114 ICU beds, with 34 more coming. 

• Bellevue Hospital Center increased from 66 ICU 
beds to 127 ICU beds, with 52 more coming. 

• Additional medical staff added: 
• 165 physicians, nurse practitioners and physician 

assistants to system. 
• 1,000 more Registered nurses deployed today. 
• Another 1,000 registered nurses coming 

within next two weeks. 

https://www.facebook.com/NYCHealthSystem/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA_ZtnBlLr9od-k8tG9ESYjLC3SxHpGz3_O2IJF_qI8deC5Kx5eVlDUhAVP-Pidnx8AKf_AssAfmgxM4JbvWTVggBMQCeqJPqvM60EkUsygAmQ4tFnhJ1wBi7xS7nJjEEbFLAAWQVJspzUas4cJngAtdH-x6TfxyxKI0HMWhcGGVxOAAiY6gXJ3LgikSgbJkAyRGhZRU1_Ahl00ihC4ZIqfg-BDkkFZ-VXJ6eBwXxfUFKKk5sI0czpOzFXEO9v7ExvV2kyfKTAgYmeaGXMrQBGHCCFw2KFh2UY7ezDehJHELT0YdiZ-KQ5gJV1jlxFNjqmkywGYoIC5d4jxTQ&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARBNxVLSUBq3BB4HLvasH-jH0T1naJM3QwcyQz9Je3iCNj22HBXKZzIdjj-u_Ywp3P2t1EQs1ayhlII5CdKaKEF89_9XPT_TD6IY0sr4gK5eufNz6jeuROjXoTcvcHNDg3CPKmxkfzNQrfLf-M_J5IZYmfY4PaCNUR_u15CY4RLTXmkHc36x9SuilPCifTzLAPTSzfUiK1nyOuus8up6OoA8oOOTqeqIRIbISv9Z4t4-k6zYbF8j3doHTkuWLm79VijGkAoIJ5Gw7CBmGz-Et8ZmfxCkwu5YJExR7rDbv20nWHd0aP_lfDQMrNRYNcp-67VQPrQd-IRvQ7Hefw&__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDOVBC27MQTzueXLLvFMkp9YMchVFuKs1WxOx-FmqZXvtfP8_8kEW3-qSgMOIJoliuraeiw7fJbYuPg&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Elmhurst-Hospital/543099485711660?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA_ZtnBlLr9od-k8tG9ESYjLC3SxHpGz3_O2IJF_qI8deC5Kx5eVlDUhAVP-Pidnx8AKf_AssAfmgxM4JbvWTVggBMQCeqJPqvM60EkUsygAmQ4tFnhJ1wBi7xS7nJjEEbFLAAWQVJspzUas4cJngAtdH-x6TfxyxKI0HMWhcGGVxOAAiY6gXJ3LgikSgbJkAyRGhZRU1_Ahl00ihC4ZIqfg-BDkkFZ-VXJ6eBwXxfUFKKk5sI0czpOzFXEO9v7ExvV2kyfKTAgYmeaGXMrQBGHCCFw2KFh2UY7ezDehJHELT0YdiZ-KQ5gJV1jlxFNjqmkywGYoIC5d4jxTQ&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARBNxVLSUBq3BB4HLvasH-jH0T1naJM3QwcyQz9Je3iCNj22HBXKZzIdjj-u_Ywp3P2t1EQs1ayhlII5CdKaKEF89_9XPT_TD6IY0sr4gK5eufNz6jeuROjXoTcvcHNDg3CPKmxkfzNQrfLf-M_J5IZYmfY4PaCNUR_u15CY4RLTXmkHc36x9SuilPCifTzLAPTSzfUiK1nyOuus8up6OoA8oOOTqeqIRIbISv9Z4t4-k6zYbF8j3doHTkuWLm79VijGkAoIJ5Gw7CBmGz-Et8ZmfxCkwu5YJExR7rDbv20nWHd0aP_lfDQMrNRYNcp-67VQPrQd-IRvQ7Hefw&__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDtfRYPk2oDPMYtca9So8w6UkkxvxuT2NQlt58wI0TM1AAkhMOD1DNdY5b3smTk7yKSKpO5ZECdW3J7&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bellevue-Hospital-Center/108269042548536?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA_ZtnBlLr9od-k8tG9ESYjLC3SxHpGz3_O2IJF_qI8deC5Kx5eVlDUhAVP-Pidnx8AKf_AssAfmgxM4JbvWTVggBMQCeqJPqvM60EkUsygAmQ4tFnhJ1wBi7xS7nJjEEbFLAAWQVJspzUas4cJngAtdH-x6TfxyxKI0HMWhcGGVxOAAiY6gXJ3LgikSgbJkAyRGhZRU1_Ahl00ihC4ZIqfg-BDkkFZ-VXJ6eBwXxfUFKKk5sI0czpOzFXEO9v7ExvV2kyfKTAgYmeaGXMrQBGHCCFw2KFh2UY7ezDehJHELT0YdiZ-KQ5gJV1jlxFNjqmkywGYoIC5d4jxTQ&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARBNxVLSUBq3BB4HLvasH-jH0T1naJM3QwcyQz9Je3iCNj22HBXKZzIdjj-u_Ywp3P2t1EQs1ayhlII5CdKaKEF89_9XPT_TD6IY0sr4gK5eufNz6jeuROjXoTcvcHNDg3CPKmxkfzNQrfLf-M_J5IZYmfY4PaCNUR_u15CY4RLTXmkHc36x9SuilPCifTzLAPTSzfUiK1nyOuus8up6OoA8oOOTqeqIRIbISv9Z4t4-k6zYbF8j3doHTkuWLm79VijGkAoIJ5Gw7CBmGz-Et8ZmfxCkwu5YJExR7rDbv20nWHd0aP_lfDQMrNRYNcp-67VQPrQd-IRvQ7Hefw&__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDO2jwT5_K0LyQZKvp1d-9NyqXXKs2pbs09KwiJ-rf0a3GvGJMwOX43VW_A9HlOLpqNgsGjkX9pKCx9&fref=mentions


• Adding another 350 physicians, nurse practitioners 
and physician assistants next week. 

• Free COVID-19 testing available to front line NYC 
Health and Hospitals personnel. 

• Additional hospital beds: 
• Javits Center: 1,000 medical surgical 

beds; another 1,500 coming in late April.  
• Samaritan’s Purse U.S. Disaster. 

Relief in Central Park 65 beds; 10 ICU. 
• USNS Comfort: 750 medical surgical beds.  
• Roosevelt Island: 240 medical and surgical beds.  
• USTA - Billie Jean King National Tennis 

Center: 350 medical and surgical beds.  
• Brooklyn Cruise Terminal: up to 750 medical 

and surgical beds by mid-April.  
• Hotels: 10,000 beds across 20 hotels. There is an 

ability to contract more. 
• Former Police Commissioner James O'Neil will serve 

as COVID-19 Senior Advisor and will oversee PPE and 
medical distribution equipment to hospitals. 

 

For more information visit here. 
 

CENSUS DAY 
 

https://www.facebook.com/centralpark/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA_ZtnBlLr9od-k8tG9ESYjLC3SxHpGz3_O2IJF_qI8deC5Kx5eVlDUhAVP-Pidnx8AKf_AssAfmgxM4JbvWTVggBMQCeqJPqvM60EkUsygAmQ4tFnhJ1wBi7xS7nJjEEbFLAAWQVJspzUas4cJngAtdH-x6TfxyxKI0HMWhcGGVxOAAiY6gXJ3LgikSgbJkAyRGhZRU1_Ahl00ihC4ZIqfg-BDkkFZ-VXJ6eBwXxfUFKKk5sI0czpOzFXEO9v7ExvV2kyfKTAgYmeaGXMrQBGHCCFw2KFh2UY7ezDehJHELT0YdiZ-KQ5gJV1jlxFNjqmkywGYoIC5d4jxTQ&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARBNxVLSUBq3BB4HLvasH-jH0T1naJM3QwcyQz9Je3iCNj22HBXKZzIdjj-u_Ywp3P2t1EQs1ayhlII5CdKaKEF89_9XPT_TD6IY0sr4gK5eufNz6jeuROjXoTcvcHNDg3CPKmxkfzNQrfLf-M_J5IZYmfY4PaCNUR_u15CY4RLTXmkHc36x9SuilPCifTzLAPTSzfUiK1nyOuus8up6OoA8oOOTqeqIRIbISv9Z4t4-k6zYbF8j3doHTkuWLm79VijGkAoIJ5Gw7CBmGz-Et8ZmfxCkwu5YJExR7rDbv20nWHd0aP_lfDQMrNRYNcp-67VQPrQd-IRvQ7Hefw&__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDWKnqCKWImLWxEVR3zqSaU8Ow5mJDllyNw0NuPyijyebIPi7dnx6aWhxgbJ2WFUav0JssMLbeR13-w&fref=mentions
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/01/watch-live-nyc-mayor-bill-de-blasio-holds-a-press-conference-on-the-coronavirus-outbreak.html


 

 

Happy Census Day ! This day is observed nationwide 
on April 1st. By this date, every home should have received 
an invitation to complete the 2020 Census. Please view the 
above video for more information about the Census. 
 

If you have not yet filled out the Census, you can fill it 
out here. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 

https://my2020census.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMA6zqY8Aq8
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• The Department of Education will mail activity 
packets to students grades Pre-K to 5 this 
week. These packets include 10-days' worth of lessons in 
different subjects. To access activity packet online 
visit here. 

 

BUSINESS 
 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/activities-for-students
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• Verizon is offering small business grants to help 
businesses who need assistance filling " urgent financial 
gaps. " For more information about this grant visit here. 

• The Small Business retention grant program 
application will officially close on Friday at 5 pm, 
but the City will continue to serve small businesses 
through the Small Business Continuity 
Fund. Visit here for a list of the programs available 
to small businesses. 

• The U.S. Treasury Department released 
the Paycheck Protection Program 
Application. This application will allow eligible small 
business to apply for "loans to recover from the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic." For more information 
visit here. 

 

https://www.lisc.org/covid-19/verizon-small-business-recovery-fund/
http://www.sba.gov/coronavirus
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm961


IN-DISTRICT BUSINESS OPENING/CLOSURES 
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• Businesses open/closed: Provided by Flatbush 
Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush Business 
Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Ditmas Park 

• Businesses open/closed: Provided by Flatbush Avenue 
BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit Flatbush Avenue 
Business Directory here and Church Avenue Business 
directory here. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808


• Deli's and Grocery stores open: Provided by Flatbush 
Junction Bid. 

• 1422 Flatbush Avenue - RJM Deli Mart 
• 1427 Flatbush Avenue - Star Gourmet Deli 
• 1485 Flatbush Avenue - Deli & Grocery II 
• 2923 Glenwood Road - Tony’s Health Food 
• 2112 Nostrand Avenue - Sky High Deli 
• 2122 Nostrand Avenue - Yung Fruit & Vegetables 
• 1567 Flatbush Avenue - Subway restaurant 
• 1575 Flatbush Avenue - Dunkin Donuts 
• 1585 Flatbush Avenue - W&Fam Deli & Grocery 
• 1479 Flatbush Avenue - Fine Fare Fresh 
• 2816 Glenwood Road - Glenwood Deli 

 

FIRST RESPONDERS 
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We thank our first responders and NYPD who are serving the 
public during this difficult time. Currently there has been: 

• 6,100 NYPD Officers absent 
• 1,400 who tested Positive COVID-19 tests 
• 5 NYPD Deaths 
• 167 officers who returned to work 

For more information visit here. 
 

THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
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During these unprecedented and difficult times, we thank 
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines. 
This week we thank our Sanitation Workers for keeping 
our communities clean. 

 

AVOID SCAMS 
 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/01/more-than-1000-new-york-city-police-officers-are-infected-with-coronavirus.html
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office, fill 
out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 

It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 

Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test  (888-364-3065 ). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ). 
 

Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 

Free Internet Services: 

Charter is offering free specturm broadband and WiFi 
access  for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call  844-488-8395 . 

Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 

 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-1-20---More-Medical-Resources-On-The-Way.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=caF7lOtOQIQ
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-1-20---More-Medical-Resources-On-The-Way.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=caF7lOtOQIQ
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-1-20---More-Medical-Resources-On-The-Way.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=caF7lOtOQIQ
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more


  

STAY INFORMED 
 



 

 

 

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health 
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I 
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and 
safety of our families first. 
 

Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must 
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or 
discriminate against others. 
 

For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s 
novel coronavirus hotline at  1-888-364-3065 . For continuous 
updates, you can visit the following websites: 
 

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 

 

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly 
updates on COVID-19. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.who.int/


New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates  Here  and Ask 
 

Questions About COVID-19  Here 
 

New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New 
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law  Here  

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 

Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the  Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 

(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees:  Housing, Government Operations, 

Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on 

Women's Issues and sits on  Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and 
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 

Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning  immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 

centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other 
issues affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her website: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-updates
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/form/ask-us-a-question
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/paid-sick-leave-covid-19-impacted-new-yorkers
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

