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• $39 billion invested K-12 public 
education
• $22.9 billion invested in higher 
education (SUNY/CUNY)
• Increased Pre-K funding puts New 
York State on the path for Universal 
Pre-K by 2028-2029
• Continuing the successful 
distraction-free classrooms cell-phone 
policy implemented last year
• Continuing the successful free school 
meals (lunch and breakfast) policy 
implemented last year

E D U C AT I O N  F U N D I N G  H I G H L I G H T S

Assemblymember 

Tommy John Schiavoni
Higher Education  

Funding Highlights
• $65 million to expand eligibility for free 

community college through the New York 
Opportunity Promise Scholarship Program

• $1.05 billion for financial aid programs 
including TAP 

• $500 million for critical maintenance at 
SUNY campuses

• Zero tuition increase for resident 
undergraduate students at SUNY and CUNY 
4-year schools

Classroom Cellphone Ban
A statewide classroom cellphone ban went into effect on 
August 1, 2025

A Governor’s office survey shows that:

• 92% of schools reported smooth transitions
• 83% of schools reported higher productivity and 

student engagement
• 75% of schools reported an improved ability for 

teachers to teach effectively

Other Notable 
Changes

• Modernizing the 
Foundation Aid 
Formula using 
updated poverty 
metrics and  
new data

• Statewide dual 
enrollment 
framework for high 
schoolers to earn 
free college credits

• Digitization of youth 
working papers 
for efficiency and 
easier access

NYS BUDGET: EDUCATION AND LOCAL FUNDING UPDATE



Funding Highlight: FIMP
I helped secure $1.3 billion in budget funds for the Fire 

Island to Montauk Point Project (FIMP), an ongoing effort to 
protect 83 miles of Long Island’s southern shore from erosion, 

flooding, and groundwater intrusion caused by storms. This 
project safeguards tens of thousands of homes and businesses.

Total District Funding
In my first two-year term, I helped secure a total of 
$34,725,000 in budgetary and discretionary funds 
for local organizations and initiatives in healthcare, 

childcare, education, infrastructure, arts and culture, 
environmental conservation, wildlife management, 

agriculture, historical preservation, municipal 
services, and more.


