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The beginning of 2023 has been full of excitement, both in the district and in Albany. With the new Assembly District maps,
| welcomed in the new year and the new term with thousands of new constituents from Astoria due to redistricting. It's
been so wonderful to get to meet many of these new constituents, get to know some of the community organizations
and small businesses in these neighborhoods, and be their new representative in the Assembly.

Since January, Team JGR has hosted and attended many events across the district, including our popular paper shreddings,
toy giveaways, an immigrant family resource fair, and more.

We continued our ongoing restaurant and street vendor spotlight series honoring local restaurants and vendors, and
joined local community organizations to celebrate and uplift the diversity of our district.

Backin Albany, | kicked off the new legislative session with several new bills I'm thrilled to champion. | became the primary
sponsor of the Coverage for All bill so that every single family will be able to access health care in New York, regardless
of immigration status. The Assembly successfully advocated a plan that includes much-needed funding to provide free
breakfast and lunch for students across the state in the budget, as well as funding to reimburse people who've had their
public benefits stolen by scammers. With our reproductive rights under continued attack, | stood firm in my continued
fight for my Reproductive Freedom and Equity Act so that New York can become a true abortion access state.

I'm honored to continue to represent you in the Assembly, and | will continue to fight every day for a more just and
equitable New York. As always, please don't hesitate to reach out to our office if you have any questions or need support.
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UPDATES FROM ALBANY
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Since the beginning of the legislative session in January, I've been fighting hard to secure a just and
equitable budget that uplifts the communities | represent. I'm proud the Assembly successfully advocated
a plan that includes much-needed funding to help address struggling New Yorkers’ needs, and | look
forward to fighting for my legislative agenda now that the budget is finalized.
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INCLUDED IN THE BUDGET:

4] jall 2 EoA

$134 MILLION TO EXPAND FREE

SCHOOL MEALS STATEWIDE
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Alleviating hunger in New York has been one

of my primary goals since entering office. I'm so
proud that more students across the state will
now have access to free breakfast and lunch at
school, which will help both students and their
families.
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$35 MILLION TO INCREASE MTA
FREQUENCY, AND FIVE FREE BUS
PILOTS
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The public transportation that so many hard-
working New Yorkers rely on is too slow and
unreliable. I'm pleased to have helped secure
dedicated funding for the MTA toward
improving transit frequency and a free bus
pilot program as well.
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$150,000 TO REPLACE STOLEN
TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE
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It's unconscionable that New Yorkers who receive
public benefits continue to lose those vital resources to
scammers. I'm glad the State will step up to the plate to
reimburse those who've had their temporary assistance
stolen, and | will continue to advocate for my bill that
would do the same for SNAP recipients.
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$391 MILLION FOR EMERGENCY
RENTAL ASSISTANCE FOR PUBLIC
HOUSING, INCLUDING NYCHA TENANTS
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NYCHA residents, including my constituents in
Woodside Houses, have the right to be able to stay
in their homes, and this additional funding for the
Emergency Rental Assistance Program will do just that.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
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Team JGR held its first Astoria-based paper shredding event! In addition
to helping hundreds of neighbors shred their personal documents, we
also distributed free personal protective equipment and composting bins.
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To welcome in the holy ‘
month of Ramadan, |
was honored to join the
Shah Foundation and
the Jackson Heights
Bangladeshi Business
Association foraRamadan
Food Distribution
event in the heart of
Little Bangladesh. I'm
committed to addressing
food insecurity, and | was
grateful to have been able
to help some members of
our community with their
Iftar meals.
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Immigrant Families Resource Fair with IS 145
IS 145 du e pa (ghailly B jalgeal) cdliladl 3 ) o (2 j2a

Team JGR partnered with the IS 145 PTA, Senator Ramos and several
organizations to connect immigrant families with important resources
and services. We successfully served over 300 families in need.

5l 5 1S 145 A yaas Caalaall 5 eLY dnan aa sl 55 Guil) 3558 Sam Gy 8 & LS
b Liaat a3 saleall alilal ) daledl cilaadll s o) gall Jlasy dae Cloisa g o saly
) Aaline s 5l 300 0o sSH dea

It was a joy to commemorate
the Year of the Rabbit alongside
the EImhurst Hospital team,
fellow elected officials, and
¥ community members!
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"El Rey Del Taco Truck"
) For our February street vendor spotlight,
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' s Oy "»*utﬂcowoAM:m;NA; | was thrilled to honor David and his
L Coretaonciny.  team of El Rey Del Taco Truck. They make
delicious tacos, tamales, and burritos
for our Queens neighbors and visitors.
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El Dia de Los Reyes Toy Distribution in Corona

To celebrate El Dia de Los Reyes, | joined Street Vendor Project and fellow
elected officials in Corona Plaza to distribute some gifts and holiday cheer
to families in the community.
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St. Pat’s for All
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I marched in the annual
St. Pat’s for All parade
alongside other elected
officials, advocates,
and members of the
community. | will
continue to fight to
protect the rights of all
LGBTQ+ New Yorkers.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

In case of inclement weather, please call our office for rain dates.
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Saturday, Oct 14th, from oo 1 9iS) 14 cod)
at Jackson Heights Shopping Center osila () suSla (3 S ya
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gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov
718-457-0384
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What Our Office Can Help You With En qué nuestra oficina puede ayudarlo

v Sanior Citizen Rent Incroase o Disability Rent Increase o Social Security Retiremant Benefits (S54) | o7 Exencion de aumento de + Programa de saencidn ds * Benelicios de jubilacién del Segure Socisl
E 1 Examption Program (DRIE] alguiler para personas de la aumenta de alguiler por [354]
W Supplemental Security Ine tercera edad [SCRIE) discapacidad [DRIE) + Sequridad de Ingreso Suplementaria
v Supplemental Nutrition Asslstance V' Desempieo V' Rlivio de Desastres (ssl)
Program [SMAR) V' Asistencia de alquiler o Solud/Medicald/Servicies s Programa de Asistencla Mutricianal
para persanas mayores Suplementaria (SNAP)
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