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| am so proud to serve our community and fight in Albany for issues that matter to you. This budget and legislative sessions were difficult,
however, we claimed a number of victories and are ready to continue pushing for transformative legislation to secure our rights and
access to critical resources.

One of the victories we claimed this season is the passage of the “MENA" bill that | sponsored with Senator Gianaris from Astoria
(A.6219-B). This bill creates a new category in state-collected data to include Middle Eastern and North African (MENA) populations.
Under U.S. Census standards, the MENA community is classified as “White” and the state is not required to disaggregate the data to
garner valuable information about the MENA community. As someone who recognizes the importance of collecting accurate data, this
bill will ensure we have information on health disparities, language access needs, and any disproportionate impacts of environmental
policies on MENA communities. MENA communities, such as those in Queens, experience disparities simply because they are not
counted, thus missing out on critical services and resources. Disaggregating MENA communities from the “White" category will remove
barriers and better inform public policy. | also helped secure over $1.6 million to support capital projects and local organizations that
serve our district, including the Lexington School for the Deaf, Make the Road New York, the Dominico-American Society of Queens,
HANAC, Queens Community House, SelfHelp Community Services, Woodside on the Move, and others.

| am honored to represent you in the Assembly, and | will continue to fight every day for a more just and equitable New York. As always,
please reach out to our office if you need assistance.

In solidarity.
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INTRODUCED IN THE
ASSEMBLY:
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lintroduced 72 bills during this legislative term, addressing issues
ranging from health care access, minimum wage increases, food
security, mental health, education, and more. Below are two
recent bills | introduced, informed by constituents and community
leaders:
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MMOPED DRIVERS EDUCATION BILL
(A.10550)
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Moped accidents have been on the rise and too often riders
are breaking rules and laws. This bill will require that anyone
who purchases, rents, or operates a moped is informed of the
rules of the road and the consequences for breaking laws via
a pamphlet to be distributed in the top ten languages spoken
in the state.
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MULTIPLE DWELLING PILOT
PROGRAM EXPANSION (A.10249)
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Climate change has dramatically affected weather patterns

in New York, increasing the number of floods and hurricanes

we experience. Hurricane Ida brought about tremendous
devastation and the majority of people who died in Queens lived

in unsafe basement dwellings. This act incorporates some of
the most vulnerable Queens and Brooklyn communities likely to
be impacted by the deleterious effects of climate change, into
the pilot program launched to address the safe conversion of
certain basement and cellar dwellings.
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INCLUDED IN THE
EXECUTIVE BUDGET:
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MCONTINUOUS HEALTH CARE
COVERAGE BIRTH TO 6 YEARS OLD
(A.8146)
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Nearly half of all children and over three-quarters of low-
income children in New York rely on Medicaid and Child
Health Plus for their health care. This bill authorizes the
state to provide continuous eligibility to all children who
enroll in Medicaid and Child Health Plus until they reach age
six. Continuous coverage for young children would improve

health outcomes, prevent financial hardship, and address
coverage gaps for families.
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REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM AND
EQUITY PROGRAM (A.361-B)
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Given the ongoing attacks on reproductive rights in the
country, this bill creates a sustainable funding mechanism
through the NYS Department of Health to provide grants to
abortion providers, clinics, and the non-profit organizations
that make the right to care a reality for people seeking
abortions.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

A Season of Achievement -
Graduations Across the District

Annual End of School Year Celebration

We had our annual end-of-school-year celebration ice cream giveaway at Travers

The end of the school year is an exciting time in our district with so many smart
and ambitious students taking the next steps in their academic careers. | attended
and spoke at ceremonies including Lexington School for the Deaf, William Cullen
Bryant High School, Newcomers High School, PS2Q Alfred Zimberg Elementary
School, PS 84 The Steinway School and the Academy of American Studies High
School. I am so proud of the students in our community!
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| am honored to represent such a
vibrant older adult community. This
budget season, we successfully
secured $1 million dedicated to the
Naturally Occurring Retirement
Communities (NORCs) and $100,000
D in general operating funding for
SelfHelp Community Serwces In add|t|on I successfully helped allocate $40,000
to fund SelfHelp's transportation services for our older adults to get to medical
appointments when cost is a barrier.
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Investing in Corona Plaza

| joined Queens Borough
President Donovan Richards,
Queens Economic Development
Corporation, Flagstar Bank, The
Street Vendor Project, and my
colleagues Assembly Member
Cruz and staff from Senator
Ramos' office to present an
investment in Corona Plaza. For
National Financial Capability Month, Flagstar invested in financial and business
skills education as part of its Corona Plaza Vendor Initiative program.

Queens Borough President Donovan) 32 Wy (lsisy 5 S o Gt (Al Cranadl
Queens Economic Development) dabaidyl 4wl 33 S dwssas (Richards
The Street) cxlsaiall cpaiUll & 5 354 5 (Flagstar Bank) Jiwsé <l s (Corporation
Dbl il g gal ) gilind) (i€ Jaa ga g 59 S Apmaall sine A3 )5 (Vendor Project
ALl el adla 3 Flagstar & wiin) dila ol 40l 308l & 4. Corona Plaza 2

.Corona Plaza -2k 3 3 el i (e ¢ 328 4y jlaill

Park to recognize the hard work of our students, teachers, and parents this school
year. A big thank you to Laborers International Union Local 1010 and local street
vendors for partnering with us and
helping us provide free ice cream to
over 400 kids.
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| attended a New York City Department of Transportation design forum for 34th Ave.
It was encouraging to see many neighbors attend and give feedback directly to DOT
staff. Street design and safety is a community-wide process. If you have questions
or comments, you can email the DOT at openstreets@dot nyc.gov.
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openstreets@dot.nyc.gov.

Honoring Our Veterans

I honored our fallen service members alongside the American Legion Post 1836
at Boulevard Gardens, with my fellow elected colleagues in federal, state, and
city office. Memorial Day is a solemn day of honor and remembrance of all those
who made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Free Paper Shredding Events (Rain or Shine!)

Saturday, October 12 from 10:00am - 1:45pm at the Jackson Heights
Shopping Center, in the parking lot of 75-35 31st Ave. in East EImhurst, NY
11370 (Look for the USA shred truck).

Mobile Office Hours

Join us for our next Mobile Office Hours on Thursday, October 24 from 1:00pm
to 3:00pm at Steinway Library located at 21-45 31st St., Astoria, NY 11105. Our
office will also host Mobile Office Hours in Corona. Please contact our office at
(718) 457-0384 or email us at gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov.

Housing Rights Clinics

Join us for an Affordable Housing Clinic in partnership with Queens
Neighborhood Housing Services on Thursday, September 12 at 11:00am
-2:00pm. We are working with the non-profit legal housing advocacy
organization, Communities Resist, to host Housing Rights Clinics in our office
from 10:00am to 1:00pm on the following dates: Thursday, October 17 and
Thursday, November 14. Please call our office to make an appointment with an
attorney. All Housing Clinics take place at the district office.
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DISTRICT OFFICE

75-35 31st Avenue, Suite 206-B
East EImhurst, NY 11370
gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov
718-457-0384

To Sign Up for Our Weekly E-Newsletter, Please Email Us at gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov.
Please write "Add to Email" in the subject line.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT, KINDLY CONTACT US AT:
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What Our Office Can Help You With

- Senlor Citzen Rent ncrease  Disability RentIncrease _ Social Security Retirement Benefis (S5A)
Exemption (SCRIE) Exemption Program (DRIE)
v Unemployment v Disaster Relief

\(Heanh/MedlcaHIStnbr
Services

0550 o oy 5 38 Lol Lo
el dlal) el clhacaia v/

G i) iy v el Sl e o) S el Y
(SSA) geléal! E

Al Al sl (SCRIE) &)
(SSI) i glasall dis v/ (DRIE) v
AL A3 Slaelaal) el v Sl el By v Iy cleludl v
(SNAP) el gl el v
o) S elas/Medicaid

 Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

 Rental Assistance Program (SNAP)
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