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Upcoming Events

Join me and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer on Monday, March 29 at 8 PM for
an information session on Accessing Covid 19 Relief for Houses of Worship and Schools.
To register in advance, click here. Contact my office at 718-442-9932 or
sibrir@nyassembly.gov with any additional questions.

http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=suhXiWxZFrNiKypZ5d6i-2BQKd-2FAMdNvTYyf3HjcAsTZ-2FTiEa5-2B6uazdn6sh50S3tmxCwHdMLl3NBRDkJO0ntosEk0EYfguhDThVY4RLKhoqX0quZzEIS4rm6oJUxR-2BvkOCBRv_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jq5a8Wtw-2F3yvKuJlt5LIFUj8A0Vh8c3L8dyHWiLzyfcEw7Ae7fb47IyLvbsxEnp-2FRJ6tVtJ80XGrDWNxxb-2FqaIa98ZTdb62Bl3P46GRJyqmL-2FIfgpoC2te-2BVWRXWJMauYUDmDK4jAOeqxKhVdZrXvJA3Y-2FIrBCUvA508IeVju9X15TmVPx79WfZy9GnufmAF5yQzE92xuLft8XkNOtV7CTepFyPfQWohFvmV5Wlv0jgw-3D-3D


District 61 News

As a champion and avid supporter of the Summer Youth Employment Program(SYEP) I am
happy to inform our constituents that applications for this summer are now open. Beginning
this week through April 24th, youth-age 14 to 24, are eligible for a quality, paid work
experience through SYEP. If you or someone you know would like to apply click here.

Updates From Albany

This Wednesday I received my Covid vaccination while I was in Albany, NY to discuss
budgetary topics and pass important legislation for all New Yorkers.

This week, it was announced that New Yorkers 50 years of age and older will be eligible to
receive the vaccine.

● Over 400 Members of the Legislature and staff were able to receive the J&J vaccine.
● 103,425 doses have been administered across New York's vast distribution network in

the last 24 hours, and more than 1 million doses have been administered over the past
seven days.

● More than 1.65 million doses have been administered through New York mass
vaccination sites and FEMA sites to date.

● Delivery of the week 15 allocation begins mid-week.

http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=suhXiWxZFrNiKypZ5d6i-2BUlVH98e-2BcWeRXqlEBcu5TZxE-2Fs5TL5LUWmdusdnaIXhFrUe_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jq5a8Wtw-2F3yvKuJlt5LIFUj8A0Vh8c3L8dyHWiLzyfcEw7Ae7fb47IyLvbsxEnp-2FSsEI9uN1hpKTloVAJoYxUb73DD7hdZv1XlODD1FZe3RF-2Bjr-2BN1y2r8DnOGN3QEIcqC2J-2FUYlJmfwmHUIkDg9fXqQFPtKpy0nvx-2FB4Pzj5EocEVY6AVTF72-2FAUP-2BQhkTvtPRdNbb8O7yu6fto7R6E1A7-2BMqF6Cfv2a8Ya6TG0raFw-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=suhXiWxZFrNiKypZ5d6i-2BUlVH98e-2BcWeRXqlEBcu5TZxE-2Fs5TL5LUWmdusdnaIXhtN1W_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jq5a8Wtw-2F3yvKuJlt5LIFUj8A0Vh8c3L8dyHWiLzyfcEw7Ae7fb47IyLvbsxEnp-2FSuQm-2FkCWtu-2FnQG-2F-2FsN80tp5L-2FkDBUVInYr5cGflTv4A2dWpsHp5TURx3z3b29gWcOWYqTjO8RllxpbB7c-2FtCaZO2-2FNwCpTAsQ3V-2FKHx9snLRALr3iJE-2Bm3U-2FplTXtATpOI0AECmCmJpGDMLXAqN-2FP2Q5afBpniWdpdwqVgPIjkNA-3D-3D


I’m grateful for the opportunity to receive my vaccination while in Albany, as we continue to
pass important legislation and further discuss the upcoming 2021-2022 New York State
budget. I would also like to extend a special thank you to the healthcare workers and staff that
are coordinating this effort.

We all must keep in mind, by receiving the vaccination, we are taking the necessary steps in
returning to normalcy in our daily lives. Again, if you need any assistance in receiving your
vaccination, please contact my office at 718.442.9932.

Assembly passes legislation expanding unemployment insurance eligibility to include
workers who have had to leave their jobs in order to meet their childcare obligations.

This week the New York State Assembly and Senate passed legislation (A.6080/S.2623) that
makes clear that meeting childcare obligations constitutes a "compelling family reason.”

● Currently, New York State unemployment insurance claimants who voluntarily leave
the workforce without good cause are ineligible for benefits.

● The unemployment insurance appeal board and the courts have interpreted whether
the need to provide childcare constitutes good cause, and have been inconsistent in
their decisions, with some denying benefits and others ruling in favor of the claimant.

● This legislation ensures that workers who were forced to make the difficult decision to
leave their jobs to care for their children at home are not denied the benefits they
need.



Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your
Community

1. New York's Major League Baseball teams, the New York Mets and New York
Yankees, can resume play with spectators in the stadiums, beginning April 1.
Professional sports in large outdoor stadiums that hold 10,000 people or more will be
allowed to reopen at 20% capacity.

2. Governor Andrew Cuomo signed legislation (S.2588-A/A.3354-B) granting public
and private employees time off to receive the COVID-19 vaccination. Under this
new law, employees will be granted up to four hours of excused leave per injection that
will not be charged against any other leave the employee has earned or accrued.

3. Beginning April 2, arts and entertainment venues can reopen at 33%capacity, up
to 100 people indoors and up to 200 people outdoors. If all attendees present proof
of negative test prior to entry, capacity can increase up to 150 people indo! ors and up
to 500 people outdoors. Social distancing and face coverings will be required by all
attendees, as well as strict adherence to all applicable Department of Health guidance.

5. New York State is launching a new pilot program to begin administering the
Johnson & Johnson's single-dose vaccine to eligible New Yorkers during the
overnight hours at the Yankee Stadium, Javits Center and New York State Fair
Mass Vaccination Sites. Following a discussion with the White House COVID-19
Task Force, New York is taking measures to distribute the state's allocation of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine as quickly as possible, as states have been informed there
will be a lag in the following week's allocation. As part of this effort, thousands of new
appointments will be made available at each of the three sites in the coming days.
Counties, pharmacies, and Federally Qualified Health Centers will also be receiving
Johnson & Johnson allocations this week.

6. As of Wednesday, March 17th, all providers except pharmacies can vaccinate any
eligible New Yorker with the Covid 19 vaccine with Public facing government
employees, nonprofit workers and essential building service workers are now
eligible. Pharmacies can now vaccinate seniors 60 and over and teachers.

7. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting:
● The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here
● The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here
● SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769
● Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being

in an eligible category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should
not sign up for an appointment. Click here to find updated vaccine eligibility
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lists, vaccine locations near you and to schedule a vaccine appointment
when eligible.

● Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet.
8. Veterans enrolled in the VA Care system can call and schedule an appointment to

get the COVID-19 vaccine. Call 1-877-877-9267. If you are not yet eligible call
877-222-8387 to enroll.

9. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State.
● View the Test-and-Trace corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait

times for NYC Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time
information is updated by site staff every two hours.

● Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites.
● Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites

available at no cost to you on the North Shore.
● Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844)

NYC-4NYC. Call to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days
a week from 9 AM - 9 PM.

● Individuals that are unable to safely isolate at home may be afforded a free
temporary hotel room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692. Please
click here if you have any further questions.
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Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs

1. The Gifted & Talented (G&T) application for the 2021-22 school year is open now
through April 9th, 2021. All families with children born in 2016 who live in New York
City—including those who have temporarily relocated due to the COVID-19
pandemic—can apply now to enter G&T programs in fall 2021. We welcome your
ongoing partnership to ensure that families in your district take advantage of this
opportunity. Families can apply online at MySchools.nyc, through a Family Welcome
Center, or over the phone at 718-935-2009. The online application is available in ten
languages, and families can apply over the phone in over 200 languages.

2. SCORE Staten Island is a nonprofit association dedicated to helping both aspiring and
established entrepreneurs get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals through
cost-free education and confidential mentorship. The organization is Chapter 476 of the
nationwide SCORE. As a resource partner with the U.S. Small Business
Administration, SCORE is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the
SBA. It has both local mentors, who have proved to be successful in their fields, and a
network of 10,000 volunteer mentors across the country providing web-based seminars
and resources. It can provide:

● Volunteer mentors who share their expertise across many different industries
● Free, confidential business mentoring in person, via email, phone or by video
● Free business tools, templates and tips online
● Inexpensive or free business workshop/webinars(locally) and webinars (online

24/7)
● For additional information, or to schedule an appointment, SCORE-Staten

Island may be visited here. Or you call them at 718-727-1221; email at
info@scoresi.org  and visit on Facebook and LinkedIn.
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2. Need free tax assistance? Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation offers a
free tax preparation program that provides NYC residents with assistance filing their
returns and maximizing their credits and refunds. Call NAMIC's hotline Monday –
Wednesday 11am – 7pm and Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm. Contact Maria
Guzman-Colon at taxhelp@nmic.org or 929-415-8745 with any questions.

3. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. If you need free legal help during
the Covid-19 crisis, for matters of immigration, foreclosure, small business advice and
more. call them at 718-233-6480.



4. Small Business Resources:
● Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides loans to help businesses keep their

workforce employed during the Coronavirus crisis. The PPP application for all
lenders is now open. There are limited funds, so applicants are advised to apply early!
Click here for more information and to find the right application for your
business.

○ In preparation for your application, gather your documentation. For a complete
list of required documents and additional PPP information, click here.

○ List of participating lenders:
■ Lower East Side People's Credit Union- North Shore Branch, for PPP

inquiries, email lending@lespfcu.org or apply directly online on their
website.

■ TruFund, click here for an application or email Mark Brazier (English)
at MBrazier@trufund.org or Marcos Reyes (Spanish) at
mreyes@trufund.org.

● Free Digital Ordering Program, food businesses who join Ritual ONE through
March 31, 2021, will have their commission, credit card processing fees, and
subscription fee waived. Click here to apply.

Useful Events and Opportunities

1. March 26-28 the K Woods Foundation will be holding Easter Egg hunts for children of
ages 2-13. See flyers below for more information.
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2. As part of the CADCA non-opioid choices project, Tackling Youth Substance Abuse
is surveying community members about their thoughts and knowledge on the
availability of alternatives to opioids in the community. There are no wrong
answers. The survey is short and can only be completed electronically. Click here to fill
out the survey.

3. In honor of Women's History Month, the Staten Island District Attorney's Office
is partnering with Soroptimist International of Staten Island for their "Dream It,
Be It" program. This is a career support program for young women that aims to equip
them with the necessary tools to achieve their education and career goals. For
questions, or to sign up contact Morgan at Morgan.Mazzarella@rcda.nyc.gov
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4. 2020WON Women EntreprenueHER ROCK is a 2-day conference, both virtual and
in-person for female entrepreneurs who want to learn about resources, opportunities,
and connections. Wednesday, March 24th at 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM (virtual) and
Sunday, March 27th, 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM (in person). For more information
email tdonegan@centralfamilylifecenter.org or call (718)273-8414.

5. Citizens Committee for New York City is offering grants of up to $10,000 to
grassroot organizations responding to the immediate needs of struggling New Yorkers
to open food pantries, distribute surgical masks, arrange elderly check-ins, or design
other projects to meet their neighborhoods’ urgent needs amid the COVID-19 crisis.
Applications are open and there is a rolling deadline. Click here to learn more.

6. During these difficult times, the Northfield Bank Foundation is offering a grant
opportunity for COVID-19 emergency related requests for health and wellness
and feeding the hungry initiatives. The mission of the Northfield Bank Foundation is
to promote charitable purposes within the communities in which Northfield Bank
operates - Staten Island, Brooklyn and Central New Jersey. Click here to learn more
about the grant process.
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7. Richmond County Savings Foundation - Nonprofit organizations may request
funding for program or project support, journal ad or event sponsorship. Grant
requests are reviewed throughout the year for amounts up to $5,000. See her! e for
more information.

Sincerely,

Charles D. Fall

Member of Assembly

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248.
518-455-4677, FAX 518-455-5946

DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932,
FAX 718-442-9942

http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=e2u5YeW3mp4AVaAzwqYx93Qbs46tfoOqJ7-2FvnZo0qjCB7S237ZUv-2BbVCwWXv3YKClw8E54sK3-2BxkfjNlcwTrn-2BqPI-2BDacrvyVRKY23pfuhfMzDw3e4Bq70M3te3yDNVQVRtgNLTNArikEwDwMHCM8bBVfp4gcdx3vOSkcu32791AAKBliAzwxPP-2B0zdeps0WB62Jf-2BjS5ZUXMn8m27EIjUjYRlCFyge2G8T3YcPO7Kmr9P4-2BejBW53JAKdqlauCSvN9aPHPvGvLuQ5O73iV36eCZsSmxiWLIIvcIocsLbivGlMMivhJRPOWjYBkVZR6ONOnVFSjossZH4UcjIo0xQh6MeSqbMD7k0mCvpFs2t1RntUNpk7I2Jkv5m4TMJnT0AuQ2YyQkaQU3vGG7g77XuOLrbKBBElqp8wfwVYyqWrM-3Dw5MH_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jq5a8Wtw-2F3yvKuJlt5LIFUj8A0Vh8c3L8dyHWiLzyfcEw7Ae7fb47IyLvbsxEnp-2FTQQLHhnxPCCwLfGg52E1ytNg4-2Fxc3nThsdG8lvhvXn5jKmRLKKK2y4SF7Bh0RICTEXUOSPp3-2B4bvd-2FuxwXvu00ZXg-2FEu0lS0zzLUV3RBTinFacCYo4Qlz743t0-2FPbwb-2FUW45QnNMXUNQO6ceMXP5e-2FkmY-2FAJCnF9xAd6R7WrlJCg-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=e2u5YeW3mp4AVaAzwqYx93Qbs46tfoOqJ7-2FvnZo0qjCB7S237ZUv-2BbVCwWXv3YKClw8E54sK3-2BxkfjNlcwTrn-2BqPI-2BDacrvyVRKY23pfuhfMzDw3e4Bq70M3te3yDNVQVRtgNLTNArikEwDwMHCM8bBVfp4gcdx3vOSkcu32791AAKBliAzwxPP-2B0zdeps0WB62Jf-2BjS5ZUXMn8m27EIjUjYRlCFyge2G8T3YcPO7Kmr9P4-2BejBW53JAKdqlauCSvN9aPHPvGvLuQ5O73iV36eCZsSmxiWLIIvcIocsLbivGlMMivhJRPOWjYBkVZR6ONOnVFSjossZH4UcjIo0xQh6MeSqbMD7k0mCvpFs2t1RntUNpk7I2Jkv5m4TMJnT0AuQ2YyQkaQU3vGG7g77XuOLrbKBBElqp8wfwVYyqWrM-3Dw5MH_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jq5a8Wtw-2F3yvKuJlt5LIFUj8A0Vh8c3L8dyHWiLzyfcEw7Ae7fb47IyLvbsxEnp-2FTQQLHhnxPCCwLfGg52E1ytNg4-2Fxc3nThsdG8lvhvXn5jKmRLKKK2y4SF7Bh0RICTEXUOSPp3-2B4bvd-2FuxwXvu00ZXg-2FEu0lS0zzLUV3RBTinFacCYo4Qlz743t0-2FPbwb-2FUW45QnNMXUNQO6ceMXP5e-2FkmY-2FAJCnF9xAd6R7WrlJCg-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=e2u5YeW3mp4AVaAzwqYx93Qbs46tfoOqJ7-2FvnZo0qjCB7S237ZUv-2BbVCwWXv3YKClw8E54sK3-2BxkfjNlcwTrn-2BqPI-2BDacrvyVRKY23pfuhfMzDw3e4Bq70M3te3yDNVQVRtgNLTNArikEwDwMHCM8bBVfp4gcdx3vOSkcu32791AAKBliAzwxPP-2B0zdeps0WB62Jf-2BjS5ZUXMn8m27EIjUjYRlCFyge2G8T3YcPO7Kmr9P4-2BejBW53JAKdqlauCSvN9aPHPvGvLuQ5O73iV36eCZsSmxiWLIIvcIocsLbivGlMMivhJRPOWjYBkVZR6ONOnVFSjossZH4UcjIo0xQh6MeSqbMD7k0mCvpFs2t1RntUNpk7I2Jkv5m4TMJnT0AuQ2YyQkaQU3vGG7g77XuOLrbKBBElqp8wfwVYyqWrM-3Dw5MH_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jq5a8Wtw-2F3yvKuJlt5LIFUj8A0Vh8c3L8dyHWiLzyfcEw7Ae7fb47IyLvbsxEnp-2FTQQLHhnxPCCwLfGg52E1ytNg4-2Fxc3nThsdG8lvhvXn5jKmRLKKK2y4SF7Bh0RICTEXUOSPp3-2B4bvd-2FuxwXvu00ZXg-2FEu0lS0zzLUV3RBTinFacCYo4Qlz743t0-2FPbwb-2FUW45QnNMXUNQO6ceMXP5e-2FkmY-2FAJCnF9xAd6R7WrlJCg-3D-3D

