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Summer Reading Challenge and Calendar

There is no better way to help kids expand their horizons and keep their minds active than by
picking up a good book. This year I am inviting our local youth to participate in the Assembly
Annual - Summer Reading Challenge, held in partnership with New York State Libraries. The
challenge asks children to read a book for a minimum of 15 minutes a day for at least 40 days
during July and August. Children can read on their own or with a partner or caregiver and
mark off days on the calendar provided. Once they’ve completed 40 days or more, they submit
the calendar to my office and then receive a certificate in the mail.





District 61 News

Last Friday, I had the pleasure of speaking at RAZA'S 40th anniversary Gala. RAZA and its
members have tirelessly worked over the decades to ensure the success of so many children in
the African community. They have received opportunities their families might not even have
imagined possible. It is important that we continue to support this organization and rejuvenate
all the programs and resources they can offer our children.

Business of the Week

Amira Cafe and Bistro is a recently opened eating establishment in the Stapleton area. Located
at 837 Van Duzer the bistro has spacious outdoor seating or cafe-style indoor tables. The Latin
American restaurant features a wide variety of options for all tastes. As always, let's continue



to support our local businesses as Covid-19 restrictions are lifted and our lives go back to
normal.

Updates From Albany

In the final days of the 2021 Legislative Session, the Assembly passed a package of
critical consumer credit protection legislation

● A.2383: This legislation would create new stringent lawsuit requirements for debt
collectors pursuing litigation against consumers and would also reduce the statute of
limitations on consumer credit actions from six to three years, to avoid lawsuits on
stale debt.

● A.6474-A: Would help alleviate the hardship placed on New Yorkers in debt by
cutting the interest rate on uncollected consumer debt, including medical debt, from
nine percent to two percent

● Earlier this year, the Legislature passed (A.6617-A) and the Governor signed
legislation to exempt federal stimulus money from debt collection.

● Guardianship petitions transfer an incapacitated person’s legal rights to make financial
and personal care decisions to someone appointed by the court. These petitions are
generally filed by family members to help them meet the personal or property
management needs of an incapacitated relative. However, nursing homes have
increasingly been using these petitions solely for the purpose of collecting unpaid bills
or to coerce settlement of bill disputes with residents. Legislation passed by the
Assembly would ensure that nursing home facilities are not able to file guardianship
petitions for that purpose (A.2536).



There is no doubt that the COVID-19 pandemic created greater economic hardships for all
New Yorkers and made the passage of these bills ensuring that New York residents are
protected from predatory practices that threaten their ability to pursue financial freedom and
overcome debt, even more essential to our long-term recovery.

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your
Community

1. As of Tuesday, June 15 COVID-19 restrictions in NYS have been lifted immediately as
70 percent of New Yorkers aged 18 or older have received the first dose of their
COVID-19 vaccination series.The State's health guidance and New York Forward
industry specific guidelines—including social gathering limits, capacity restrictions,
social distancing, cleaning and disinfection, health screening, and contact information
for tracing—are now optional for retail, food services, offices, gyms, and fitness
centers, amusement and family entertainment, hair salons, barbershops and personal
care services, among other commercial settings.

2. Last week it was announced that $3.5 billion in assistance for renters and small
businesses experiencing financial hardship as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
rental assistance program makes up to $2.7 billion in emergency rental assistance
available for struggling New Yorkers impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Applications for the program have started as of June 1 for eligible New Yorkers who
are behind on their rent and have suffered financial hardship due to COVID-19.
Administered by the state Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, the New
York State Emergency Rental Assistance Program will assist with up to 12 months of
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past-due rent, 3 months of prospective rental assistance, and 12 months of utility
arrears payments to eligible New Yorkers, regardless of immigration status. The
program is expected to serve between 170,000 and 200,000 households.

3. It was announced that Broadway will fully reopen its doors this September, in
accordance with the State's health and safety guidance. Beginning May 6, and
throughout May, tickets for Broadway shows - which begin September 14, 2021 - will
be made available for sale at 100 percent of theater capacity. This announcement builds
upon the reopening of performing arts and live entertainment venues at limited
capacities last month and further sets the stage for Broadway shows to return to
theaters throughout the fall.

4. It was announced last week that two new vaccination sites will come online in New
York City on June 11. The Empire State Building Observatory site, established in
partnership with SOMOS Community Care, will operate from Friday, June 11 to
Sunday, June 13, and the first 100 individuals who get vaccinated at the site will
receive a free ticket to the Empire State Observatory.Additionally, the College of
Staten Island site, established in partnership with Northwell Health, will operate
from Friday, June 11 to Thursday, June 17, and will participate in the State's 'Vax
& Scratch' Program.  Based on demand, sites may be extended beyond this initial
time frame.

5. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting:
● The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here
● The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here
● SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769
● Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being

in an eligible category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should not
sign up for an appointment. Click here to find updated vaccine eligibility lists,
vaccine locations near you and to schedule a vaccine appointment when
eligible.

● Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet.
6. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State.
● View the Test-and-Trace Corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait

times for NYC Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time
information is updated by site staff every two hours.

● Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites.
● Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites

available at no cost to you on the North Shore.
● Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844)

NYC-4NYC. Call to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days
a week from 9 AM - 9 PM.
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● Individuals that are unable to safely isolate themselves at home may be afforded
a free temporary hotel room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692.
Please click here if you have any further questions.

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs

1. SCORE Staten Island is a nonprofit association dedicated to helping both aspiring and
established entrepreneurs get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals through
cost-free education and confidential mentorship. The organization is Chapter 476 of the
nationwide SCORE. As a resource partner with the U.S. Small Business
Administration, SCORE is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the
SBA. It has both local mentors, who have proved to be successful in their fields, and a
network of 10,000 volunteer mentors across the country providing web-based seminars
and resources. It can provide:

● Volunteer mentors who share their expertise across many different industries
● Free, confidential business mentoring in person, via email, phone, or video
● Free business tools, templates, and tips online
● Inexpensive or free business workshop (locally) and webinars (online 24/7)
● For additional information, or to schedule an appointment, SCORE-Staten

Island may be visited here. Or you call them at 718-727-1221; email at
info@scoresi.org  and visit on Facebook and LinkedIn.

2. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. If you need free legal help during
the COVID-19 crisis, for matters of immigration, foreclosure, small business advice
and more, call them at 718-233-6480.
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3. Small Business Resources:
● Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides loans to help businesses keep their

workforce employed during the Coronavirus crisis. The PPP application for all
lenders is now open. There are limited funds, so applicants are advised to apply early!
Click here for more information and to find the right application for your
business.

○ In preparation for your application, gather your documentation. For a complete
list of required documents and additional PPP information, click here.

○ List of participating lenders:
■ Lower East Side People's Credit Union- North Shore Branch, for PPP

inquiries, email lending@lespfcu.org or apply directly online on their
website.

■ TruFund, click here for an application or email Mark Brazier (English)
at MBrazier@trufund.org or Marcos Reyes (Spanish) at
mreyes@trufund.org.

Useful Events and Opportunities

1. The Harriet Tubman Purple Hat Society presents The 5th Annual Juneteenth
Celebration on Saturday, June 19th, 2021, 7-11 PM at The Hilton Garden Inn,
Staten Island, NY 10310.
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2. Stapleton Saturdays beginning June 12 - August 28. 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Van
Duzer St will be closed to car traffic for summer activities.

3. NYC will pay youth $1,200 to take online courses this summer. Visit NeON's official
site for more information.

4. Celebrate the 45th Anniversary of Jody's Club Forest Saturday June 19th. 372
Forest Ave, SI, NY 10310.
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5. Port Richmond High School is hosting a Tailgating Festival on June 19! From
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM, you can enjoy raffles, vendors, food, and entertainment. See the
flyer below for more info.

6. Bounce Ball and Laser Tag. Ages 12 and under at The Center 157 Branbrant St
after 6:00 PM.



7. Meditation on the lawn at the Clear Comfort. June 14, July 12, August 16 at 1:00
PM you can attend free meditation sessions on the lawn of Clear Comfort. Bring a
yoga mat, water, and towel. See flyer for more information.

8. NYC Parks is looking for volunteers to join Monday morning clean-up projects.
Help keep our parks litter-free. See the flyer below for more information.

9. Attention working parents. The District 31 Parent Working Group recently created a
Parent/Guardian Survey pertaining to the current school year and plans for the



2021-2022 school year. They are interested in hearing from everyone, so all voices are
heard. Click here to take the survey.

Sincerely,

Charles D. Fall

Member of Assembly
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