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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) SPECIAL REPORT: July 24, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

 
This week in session we passed a package of bills to account for absentee ballots in 
upcoming elections including a bill assuring that voters concerned about the transmission 

of COVID19 may obtain an absentee ballot (A.10833). A bill I am proud to sponsor, to 
conduct a study on consumer awareness and financial education in New York state and to 
make recommendations to greatly strengthen consumer awareness and financial 
education program, passed both houses. 

 
Join us this Tuesday for our Virtual Town Hall on "Combating Anti-Semitism: A 
Discussion With Leaders in New York State" at a special start time of 6:30pm. The 
deadline for New York State’s new COVID Rent Relief Program is July 30. Learn more and  
a pply here. On Thursday, July 30 from 12:00-2:00pm we will host another no-cost face- 
covering giveaway at the Community Office on York Avenue (between 78 and 79 Streets). 

 
Stay safe, wash your hands frequently, keep your social distance, and wear your face- 
covering! Please don't hesitate to reach our community office. 

 

Phone: 212.288.4607 
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov 

Sincerely, 
 

Rebecca 

mailto:SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov
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Legislation Aims to Greatly Strengthen Consumer 
Awareness and Financial Education 

 

 

Seawright Consumer Financial Literacy Bill Passed Both 
Houses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright Reports to the People coming to mailboxes soon! 
Read it online by clicking here. 
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Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright’s Consumer Financial Literacy bill passed Assembly 
and Senate this week. The legislation directs the New York State Department of Financial 
Services and the New York State Department of State's Consumer Protection Division to 
conduct a study on consumer awareness and financial education in New York state and to 
make recommendations to greatly strengthen consumer awareness and financial education 
program. 

 
An informed consumer is one who can utilize resources and information to manage their 
personal finances and avoid debt. “Financial literacy is essential for good personal 
financial health. Each generation faces its own economic stressors. Some people 
alive today will have experienced the great depression, the subprime mortgage crisis 
leading to a great recession in 2007, and the current uncertain period of economic 
hardship as a result of the COVID19 pandemic,” said Seawright. 
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REGISTER TO THE TOWN HALL HERE! 
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Seawright Cosponsors Legislation Establishing Auto 
Voter Registration, Supporting Vulnerable New Yorkers 

and Improving "Test and Trace" 
 

Automatic Voter Registration 
To make it easier for eligible voters to register to vote by creating a system for automatic 
voter registration (A.8280-C). This process would allow state and local agencies to provide 
the New York State Board of Elections with voter registration information for people that 
submit an application for services or assistance. Agencies participating in this program will 
include the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), the Department of Health, the Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance, the Department of Labor, the Office of Vocational and 
Educational Services, city and county departments of social services, the New York City 
Housing Authority and other agencies designated by the governor in the future. 

 
Legislation to promote the timely use of absentee ballots during the COVID-19 
pandemic: 

• Assuring voters concerned about the transmission of COVID-19 that they may 
obtain an absentee ballot (A.10833) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Legislative Update 
 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH ON FACEBOOK LIVE @ 7 PM 
ON 7/28 

 
In Case You Missed It (ICYMI): This Week's Tuesday Town 

Hall: New Yorkers With Special Needs 



6  

 
 

• Allowing applications for absentee ballots to be processed earlier than 30 days 
before the election, as provided by current law (A.10807) 

• Imposing a presumption that an absentee ballot envelope without a postmark is 
timely if it is received at the board of elections by mail the day after the election 
(A.10808-A ) 

• Allowing a number of current defects on an absentee ballot envelope to be 
timely “cured” by a voter after notice from the board of elections (A.10830) 

 

Protecting Vulnerable Populations 
Legislation passed this week would provide an alternate way for young adults between 18 
and 21 who were previously in the foster care system to re-enter the system without 
submitting a motion to family court during a state of emergency. Under current law, these 
young adults are able to return to foster care under the approval of family court if they have 
no other alternative or are participating in a vocational or educational program. This bill 
would authorize former foster care youth to request the commissioner of the local social 
services district to return to foster care during the COVID-19 crisis where the courts can be 
severely restricted (A.10581-B). 

 

Protecting New Yorkers from Discrimination by Real Estate Brokers and Agents 
Seawright cosponsored and strongly supported legislation to help end discriminatory 
practices in the real estate industry that disproportionately affect minority homebuyers. This 
legislation makes clear that real estate brokers and salespersons may be fined and their 
licenses suspended or revoked for subjecting prospective homebuyers to discriminatory 
practices (A.8903-A). New York already prohibits housing discrimination on the basis of 
race, creed, national origin, sex, age, disability, marital status, military status, family status, 
sexual orientation or gender identity. The Department of State has the authority to fine, 
suspend or revoke the license of a broker or real estate salesperson for violations of law, 
but the statute does not specify that this includes for discriminating in their capacity as an 
agent or broker. This important legislation changes this, expressly confirming the 
Department’s authority to punish such conduct in order to deter future behaviors and to 
better secure for homebuyers the right to fair and equal treatment in the real-estate and 
housing marketplace. 

 

Testing and Tracing 
Legislation passed this week would require that those who are uninsured are not charged 
for COVID testing, and that data gathered as a result is kept confidential (A.10494-A). 

 

Contact tracing is a very important aspect of the reopening of New York State and the 
economy. Legislation passed this week would help foster trust between contact tracers and 
the communities they are reaching out to. One bill would provide for the confidentiality of 
tracing information from the identification of those who come in contact with a person with 
a confirmed or probable diagnosis of COVID-19 (A.10500-C). Another bill would require that 
COVID-19 tracers be representative of the cultural and linguistic diversity of the 
communities in which they serve to the greatest extent possible. Encouraging this diversity 
will lead to more employment opportunities and enhance the efficiency of the contact tracing 
program (A.10567-A). 

 

Also passed this week is legislation that would require employers to notify employees if they 
come into contact with another employee that has been diagnosed with COVID-19. The 
employer would be prohibited from releasing the name of the diagnosed employee 
(A.10353-A). 

 

Banning Glyphosate on State Property 
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Seawright Community Office PPE Giveaway 

(A.732-B) to ban the use of the herbicide glyphosate on State property. The chemical is an 
active ingredient in many common weed killer products and is widely used to kill weeds in 
parks, playgrounds and picnic areas. 
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Seawright Supports 32BJ Workers With Vote To Pass the 
Healthy Terminals Act 

 

Ensures Hardworking Airport Workers are Paid Fair 
Wages and Have Access to Benefits and Healthcare 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assembly     Member     Rebecca     Seawright     announced     the      passage      of    
the Healthy Terminals Act which she cosponsored and strongly supported for hardworking 
32BJ members. With the passage of this critical legislation, we are requiring that all workers 
of JFK International Airport, LaGuardia Airport, and New York's Stewart Airport receive 
healthcare and other benefits, as well as increased wages. 

 

"Everything has changed during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 32BJ's hardworking 
airport workers have continued to show that they are essential on the front lines of 
keeping us safe and healthy. These essential workers’ wages and benefits must 
reflect the important role they play. The Healthy Terminals Act is dedicated to Leland 
Jordan, who worked as a baggage handler at JFK airport and fought for eight years 
on behalf of airport workers for safer working conditions and expanded benefits. Mr. 
Jordan passed away from COVID-19 on April 13, 2020," said Seawright. 

Constituent Liaison Madison Thomas and 
Assembly Member Seawright hand out no- 
cost hand sanitizer and face coverings at 
the district office. The next giveaway is 
Thursday, July 30 from 12:00-2:00pm. 
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Deadline for COVID Rent Relief Program Is July 
30 

 
 

Seawright Signs-on to Letter to New York Congressional 
Delegation to Denounce Federal Overreach in Portland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Click here to view the full letter and 
signatories. 

Along with her colleagues in the Assembly, 
Seawright wrote to the New York 
Congressional Delegation to express their 
grave concern at the sweeping violations of 
our laws that are being carried out by the 
administration in Portland, Oregon, in 
response to peaceful protests. The letter 
read, "We are profoundly disquieted by the 
actions of federal agents operating on the 
streets of Portland, Oregon. Their presence 
is in direct contravention of the declarations 
of both the mayor of Portland and the 
governor of Oregon, as well as both Oregon 
United States Senators, all of whom have 
demanded that the federal agents be 
removed. It is clear to us, the undersigned 
members of the New York Legislature, that 
the presence and actions of the federal 
agents in Portland, who operate without any 
identification or accountability, detaining 
citizens without warning or reason and 
violently attacking peaceful protesters, is an 
abuse of power and patently illegal. These 
activities smack of dictatorship and are 
wholly at odds with the U.S. Constitution." 

 

Seawright Cosponsors Emergency Rent Relief 
Now In Effect 
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COVID Rent Relief Program - Application Period Now Open 
HCR is pleased to announce that the application period is now open for the new COVID 
Rent Relief Program. Applications will be accepted through the program’s online portal 
from Thursday, July 16 through Thursday, July 30. 

 

Applications will be accepted throughout this period and the program will NOT make 
determinations on a first come, first served basis. 

 

Our website provides residents with a link to the application portal, a list of F requently 
A sked Questions, and a P SA video to help guide residents through the program. 

 

Visit h cr.ny.gov/RRP to learn more about the program. 
 

To qualify for COVID Rent Relief Assistance, an applicant must meet ALL of the 
following eligibility criteria: 

 

• Be a renter with a primary residence in New York State. 
 

• Before March 1, 2020 and at the time of application, household income must be 
below 80% Area Median Income (View AMI by county and household size) 

 

• Families with extremely low income will be prioritized. 
• Income includes unemployment insurance payments/PUA. 

 

• Before March 1, 2020 and at the time of application, household must pay more than 
30% of gross monthly income for rent. 

 

• Applicant must have lost income during the period of April 1, 2020 to July 31, 2020. 
 

What is the application process? 
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CECD2 Vacancy For Student Representative 
 

Please encourage all interested, eligible students to apply. 

Eligibility qualifications are: 

a. The student is a HS senior or junior with sufficient credits. 
b. The student holds a leadership title at the school. 
c. The student resides in the CEC 2 district. 

 
All applications will be reviewed and cleared by DOE/FACE. Cleared applicants are then 
sent to the Superintendent who will set up interviews. 

 
Please share this information on the application process for the CEC Student member 
position with eligible students. 

 
 

The application can be accessed on HCR’s website starting Thursday, July 16 and will be 
available until Thursday, July 30. 

 

Applicants will be asked questions to determine eligibility and will be required to submit 
certain information and documents for verification, including: 

 
• Proof of identity: Government-issued ID such as a driver’s license or government- 

issued identification card 

• Copy of lease or other proof of their monthly rental amount; and 

• Proof of income, such as W-2 and tax return 
 

Applicant information will be verified and processed at the close of the application period 
and a one-time payment will be sent directly to the resident’s landlord. 

 

L earn more on our website. 

 

Mediation for Tenants At Risk of Eviction 
 

This week Mayor de Blasio announced a new citywide Landlord-Tenant Mediation Project 
to begin to address rent-related issues outside of the housing court system. Mediation 
puts decision-making power in the hands of the parties involved, resulting in practical 
solutions for both landlords and tenants. 

 

Non-profit Community Dispute Resolution Centers (CDRCs) will assist tenants and small 
landlords in finding solutions to rental issues due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The goal is 
to resolve cases before they reach litigation and avoid the long-term effects of an eviction 
proceeding. The Mediation Project will handle cases in a setting where both parties feel 
safe, and priority will be given to tenants and small landlords who do not have legal 
representation. 

 

You can request the mediation service by calling 311 and asking for the Tenant Helpline. 
Specialists will screen residents for eligibility and refer them to a CDRC in Manhattan. 

 

Community Education Council D2 Announcements 
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Students can find the application here: S tudent CEC member application and submit to 
FACE through C CECinfo@schools.nyc.gov 

mailto:CECinfo@schools.nyc.gov
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RESERVE YOUR FACE COVERING 
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SIGN UP FOR THE LEGAL CLINIC HERE 
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NYC COVID-19 Self-reporting Portal: Link here or call 311 
DOHMH FAQ: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
Face Covering Distribution: Face Coverings Face Coverings 
Face Covering Tips: helpful videos 
DACA Renewal Assistance: Call ActionNYC at 1-800-354-0365 
Ferry Schedules: Staten Island Ferry / NYC Ferry 
H+H Visitor Policy: Policy to Reduce the Spread of Coronavirus 
Mental Health Hotline: 1-888-NYC-WELL or text “WELL” to 65173. NYC Well 
Mental Health Online: Support New Yorkers Can Access While Staying Home 
OATH: Hearing Online 
Online English Classes: We Speak NYC, Register Here or for information: click here 
Online Marriage Licenses: nyc.gov/Cupid or cityclerk.nyc.gov 

Animal Welfare FAQ: COVID-19 and Animals FAQ 
COVID-19 Pet Owner Hotline: 1-877-204-8821 
Pet Planning: Get Prepared - Pets & Service Animals 
Map of Essential Construction: Essential Active Construction Sites Map / FAQ 
Report Price Gouging: DCA - COVID-19 Complaint 
Resource Guide for Immigrants: Resources for Immigrant Communities 
Virtual Friendly Visiting Program for Seniors: Call 212-AGING-NYC 

 

For Families 
Activity Book for Kids: Animals of NYC - Physical Distancing Activity Book 
Remote Learning: NYC DOE Info Hub 
Fun at Home for Kids: nyc.gov/funathome or text “Fun” to 97743 
School and Childcare for Essential Workers: Regional Enrichment Centers 

 

How to Help: 
How to Help: Help Now NYC 
Companies with Supplies on Hand to Donate or Sell: NYC Suppliers Page 
Companies Ready to Begin Producing Supplies: COVID-19 Emergency Supply Sourcing 
& Manufacturing. 
Donate PPE: NYC Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Donation Portal 
Donate Plasma: New York Blood Center 
Food and Non-medical Donations: DonateNYC, or call 833-NYC-0040 

 

For Constituents in Need: 
Benefits Available for New Yorkers: AccessNYC 
Services for Folks in Need: Assistance for Individuals 
Domestic Violence: NYCHope 
Family Justice Centers: Family Justice Centers, 24-hour DV Hotline: 1-800-621-4673 
Financial Empowerment Guidance: DCA - Free Financial Counseling 
Food Finder: Food Bank NYC 
Grab & Go Meals for All: Location: Free Meal Sites, or text “NYCFOOD” or “COMIDA” to 
877-877 
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Previous Editions of Our COVID-19 Special 
Report 

JULY 2, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT 
 

JULY 10, 2020 SPECIAL REPORT 

 

 
V iew as Webpage 

 
 

Hotel Isolation Referral Program: nyc.gov/covid19hotel 
Peer-Peer Wellness Check for Veterans: Mission: VetCheck. 
People with Disabilities: @NYCDisabilities, 311 or visit http://nyc.gov/disability or via video 
phone: 646-396-5830 
SNAP: SNAP Benefits 
Student Loan Debt Tips During COVID-19: NYC Consumer Affairs 
Unemployment Benefits: NYS Department of Labor + NYC FAQ 

 

Businesses & Nonprofits: 
Stop the Spread: Stop the Spread of Coronavirus Flyer 
Facebook Grants for Small Businesses: facebook.com/grantsforbusiness 
Guidance for Employers & Employees: Update about Workplace Laws 
Non-Profit Providers: FAQ for Nonprofit Businesses 
SBS Webinars for Small Businesses: Register here 
Small Businesses: Assistance & Guidance for Businesses 

 

Workers: 
Citibike Free Year Membership for First Responders: Critical Workforce Membership 
Freelancers in NYC: File Workplace Complaint 
Hotels for Healthcare Workers: NYC & Company 
Labor Issues: Call 311, or AG’s office: (212) 416-8700 or Labor.Bureau@ag.ny.gov 
Paid Sick Leave: DOHMH Frequently Asked Questions / or call: 855-491-2667 or 311 
State List of Essential Business/Services: Governor Cuomo Guidance Under 'New York 
State on PAUSE' 
SBS: Virtual Workforce One Center or call 718-960-2458 
TLC Driver Jobs: NYC Food Delivery Driver Portal 
TLC Driver Resource Center: legal services, financial counseling, and other referrals 

 

Buildings & Residents: 
NYCHA Residents: NYCHA’s journal + Hardship Rent Reductions + NYCHA COVID-19 
FAQ + City Harvest Mobile Markets + Mayor de Blasio Announces New Plan to Combat 
COVID-19 at NYCHA 
Property Tax issues: Department of Finance Benefits 
Tenants/Landlords: COVID-19: FAQ for Residential and Commercial Buildings 

 

ICYMI: In Case You Missed It 
 

http://nyc.gov/disability
mailto:Labor.Bureau@ag.ny.gov
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