
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

On the 44th Annual Legislative Disabilities Awareness Day (LDAD), we
hosted hundreds of advocates at the Capitol and passed a package of bills to
improve the lives of people with disabilities across New York. I am lead
sponsor of a bill that passed the Assembly on LDAD to establish a Blue-
Ribbon Commission to improve the service delivery system for individuals
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

More on our work in the district and in Albany is enclosed in this community
update. Please join us for any of the upcoming events our office is pleased to
sponsor:

No-Cost Thursday Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Giveaway: Thursday, May 30, from 12:00pm-2:00pm at the Office of
Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Streets). 

Women of Distinction Awards Ceremony:  Thursday, May 30, at
6:30pm at the Zuckerman Auditorium, MSK Cancer Center, 417 East
68 Street (First/York Avenues).

No-Cost Community Shredding: Tuesday, June 18 from 9:00am-
12:00pm at First Avenue and 67th Street. No notebooks, bindings, or x-
rays.

Virtual Town Hall on Good Cause Eviction Forum on New Protections
for Market Rate Tenants: Thursday, June 20 from 6:30pm-8:00pm.
 
More information on upcoming events, my work in Albany, and our
community is enclosed in this report. Please don't hesitate to reach out to our
community office if we can be of assistance.

Phone: 212.288.4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

 Sincerely,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOXdYpnW9ac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruX_wB_aZbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_N6TbdraCE
https://youtu.be/bXlWPR0Db2c?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weodkvsCtXo
https://shopyourcity.cityofnewyork.us/small-business-month/
https://apply.section8.nycha.info/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwNedMP3O14sc_5YyaPjxI8usTSUwQ8ekDcKGS374CZII-jA/viewform
https://www.onthestage.tickets/show/main-street-theatre-and-dance-alliance/62bf4886a41b110e24c5c879
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEYKrXR0Q9HLtuscgWX2K2lXjzfgb1eUCm1-8qBzho-RRKMg/viewform
https://www.cb8m.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/e6a9a036-336b-4c52-99a4-1f0046aa9fc9
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Community+Update%3A+May+24%2C+2024%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/e6a9a036-336b-4c52-99a4-1f0046aa9fc9
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=e6a9a036-336b-4c52-99a4-1f0046aa9fc9


REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 

Chair of People With Disabilities Assembly Member Rebecca
Seawright Announced Passage of Legislative Disability

Awareness Day Package

“As the Chair of the Assembly Committee on People with Disabilities, the package
of bills that we passed for Legislative Disabilities Awareness Day is a step in the
right direction for achieving full equality for millions of people living in New York
with disabilities,” Assembly Member Seawright said. “I commend Speaker Heastie and
my colleagues for their support of the legislation passed today that will promote
inclusion, dignity, and respect for New Yorkers living with disabilities.”

Josh Mirsky, Designer of the Neurodiversity Flag



In addition to the resolution recognizing May 22, 2024 as Legislative Disabilities
Awareness Day, a resolution was passed to recognize June 16th, 2024 as Neurodiversity
Pride Day. The resolution recognizes the Neurodiversity flag, selected by the Autism
Spectrum Disorders Advisory Board after they hosted a contest featuring over 40 flag
designs. The design that won was created by Joshua Mirsky, a self-advocate who joined
Assembly Member in the Chamber for the occasion. By establishing this flag, the state
shows its continued dedication to ensuring neurodivergent individuals are treated with
respect and have access to the same opportunities as all New Yorkers.

“It is our duty as lawmakers to ensure access to a good quality of life is expanded
to all New Yorkers,” said Speaker Heastie. “Legislative Disabilities Awareness Day is
a good reminder that we need to do more than just honor those with disabilities
across our state. We need to continue fighting to ensure they have equitable access
to employment, healthcare and a good quality of life. This package will better the
lives of millions of New Yorkers and work to make our state accessible to all.”



Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright announced the passage of legislation and
resolutions in honor of Legislative Disabilities Awareness Day that will both improve lives
and ensure the state is doing its part to achieve equity for people with disabilities.

Seawright's Blue Ribbon Commission Bill Passes Assembly 146-
0 On Legislative Disabilities Awareness Day

Assembly Bill 9553, sponsored by Chair Seawright and passed by the Assembly 146-0,
establishes a blue-ribbon commission to make recommendations for systemic reforms to
the developmental disabilities service system, ensuring a sustainable set of supports and
services are available in the future to meet the evolving needs of people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. 

Seawright said, “Establishing a Blue-Ribbon Commission to examine the current
service delivery system for New Yorkers with Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities is vital to identifying the appropriate recommendations for person-
centered decision making and, ultimately, a sustainable future system.”

Introducing New York Alliance for Developmental Disabilities
(NYADD) and Coach Ryan Martin



Assembly Member Seawright was proud to introduce Coach Ryan Martin, the Director of
Inclusive Adaptive Sports for the City University of New York. His portfolio includes a
Men’s and Women’s wheelchair basketball teams, as well as an emerging wheelchair
tennis and track program. Ryan was recognized as the 2022 College Coach of the Year by
the United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee (USOPC). The CUNY Adaptive Sports
program is the only intercollegiate adaptive sports program on the east coast.

Seawright Introduces American Author, Activist, and Feminist
Health Care Innovator Merle Hoffman to the Assembly Floor 



Upper East Side Community Leader Sahar Husain Honored in
Albany at Celebration of Asian American and Pacific Islanders

(AAPI) Heritage Month

Assembly Member Alex Bores (Left) and Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright (right)
present Sahar Husain (center) with a Proclamation from the Assembly for her work in our
community. Sahar is a  proud mother of two teenagers and co-founded Muslim Volunteers
For New York 9 years ago. 



Susan Kohlmann, President of the New York City Bar
Association

Susan Kohlmann, President of the New York City Bar Association visited the Assembly
Chamber in Albany to rally in support of the No Cap Act, legislation to lift the limits on the
number of Supreme Court Justices in our courts.  

Seawright Rocks the Block with PS290, The Manhattan New
School 



Seawright interns Adam and Charlotte helped to distribute the summer reading challenge
to students and families. 

Consider Our Office A Resource



Small Business Month - Shop Your City

Celebrate NYC Small Business Month with Small Business Services In May 2023, Mayor Eric Adams and
NYC Department of Small Business Services (SBS) Commissioner Kevin D. Kim announced the launch of
"Small Business Month" to promote New York City's diverse small businesses throughout the month of
May, expanding on "National Small Business Week" recognized each year.

Read More

NYCHA will be accepting applications for its Housing Choice
Voucher Program, also known as Section 8, beginning on June
3rd at 12 AM

NYCHA will be accepting applications for its Housing Choice Voucher Program, also known as Section 8,
beginning on June 3rd at 12 AM and ending on June 9th at 11:59 PM. Questions? Check out the
frequently asked questions here.

Read More

https://shopyourcity.cityofnewyork.us/small-business-month/
https://apply.section8.nycha.info/


Upcoming Events



Visit our Website

Community Board 8 Manhattan's Women & Families
Committee Hosts A Public Forum on Crime Prevention

https://forms.gle/2k5tfgFVb4Y3JJDq7


RSVP Here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwNedMP3O14sc_5YyaPjxI8usTSUwQ8ekDcKGS374CZII-jA/viewform


Roosevelt Island Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance Presents: The Fire
Is Still Burning - An evening of songs and stories by Matt Katz

Tickets are available now! Fri. May 31st 2024, 7:00 pm

RSVP Here 

https://www.onthestage.tickets/show/main-street-theatre-and-dance-alliance/62bf4886a41b110e24c5c879


RSVP Here 

https://forms.gle/DDZ8x8Lrjr1LC3po6


RSVP Here

Manhattan Community Board 8 Calendar

The Manhattan Community Board 8 (CB8M) represents the Upper East Side of Manhattan
and Roosevelt Island. CB8M is comprised of 50 volunteer members who serve as
advocates and service coordinators for the community and its residents, as well as help
citizens resolve municipal service delivery complaints.

CB8M reviews and makes recommendations on various issues, including applications for
Zoning Text Amendments, building variances and special permits, liquor licenses,
sidewalk cafes and street fairs, changes to landmarked buildings or buildings in historic
districts, traffic and transportation issues, and more.

Each month, CB8M committees meet to discuss and resolve issues in the community.

Full Board Meeting - 3rd Wednesday
Land Use Committee - 2nd Wednesday
Street Life - 1st Tuesday

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEYKrXR0Q9HLtuscgWX2K2lXjzfgb1eUCm1-8qBzho-RRKMg/viewform


Transportation - 1st Wednesday
Housing - 1st Thursday
Parks - 2nd Thursday
Landmarks - 3rd Monday
Social Justice - 4th Monday
Zoning and Development - 4th Tuesday
Youth and Education - 4th Thursday

Read More

In Case You Missed It:
Past Editions Of Our Community Update

Community Update: May 10, 2024

Community Update: May 3, 2024

Community Update: April 26, 2024

Community Update: April 19, 2024
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