
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Roosevelt Island residents are invited to attend the April 15 town hall on the steam plant
demolition to hear updates from city and state agencies and ask questions directly.

The Assembly has passed legislation I supported to expand insurance coverage for
acupuncture services, helping make this effective, non-invasive treatment more accessible
and affordable when prescribed by a health care provider. New York State is also investing
$50 million in clean energy workforce programs that will expand training opportunities and
create pathways to high-quality jobs in the growing green economy.

The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) will soon open its Cooling Assistance
benefit on April 15, providing support to help eligible households stay safe during the
warmer months. Also included in this special community report are updates on OMNY fare
collection, an important deadline for SUNY students to apply for a public service
opportunity, and New York City Small Business Services resources.

I invite you to join us at our upcoming events:

Wednesday, April 15, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm – MTA OMNY Service Bus at our
Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). Ask questions or refill your
OMNY account.

Thursday, April 16, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm – No-Cost Screening Mammograms at our
Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call
212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Sunday, April 19, from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm- Spring on the Esplanade! Andrew Haswell
Green Park at 60th Street and the East River. Free concert with live music by Noiz! Kids
activities and free ice treats *while supplies last. Subject to weather cancellation. Rain date:
Saturday, May 30.

Tuesday, April 21, 3:30 pm – No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at our Community
Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-288-
4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Saturday, April 25, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm – AARP’s Fight Fraud: Shred It! No-Cost
Paper Shredding. Location to be determined. Event will conclude early if the truck
fills up.

Tuesday, April 28, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm - MWBE Advocacy Day at the New York
State Capitol. 3rd Floor Terrace, Legislative Office Building Albany, New York.
RSVP here.

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/3f96c940-a157-4da8-874e-f5ca4d75b59b#
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFo6VHuG8x2ZxFaNtA7dxKL2kk5WaWWkrNK3HBk93B8mpJYQ/viewform


Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm – Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at
our Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only.
Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Our office is always just a phone call, email, or visit away.

Phone: 212-288-4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 

 

Seawright to Cosponsor MWBE Advocacy Day at the Capitol!

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/09d86be7-3e45-4de9-9cf2-d0cbe2e65c4e#


Assembly Passes Legislation Expanding Insurance Coverage for
Acupuncture Services

The New York State Assembly has passed legislation to expand access to acupuncture
services across New York State.

The bill, cosponsored by Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, requires large group
health insurance policies to provide coverage for acupuncture services when prescribed
by a health care provider acting within their scope of practice.

The legislation aims to improve access to this proven, non-invasive treatment option,
which is used to address conditions such as chronic pain and other health concerns, and
to increase affordability and access to care for New Yorkers.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFo6VHuG8x2ZxFaNtA7dxKL2kk5WaWWkrNK3HBk93B8mpJYQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFo6VHuG8x2ZxFaNtA7dxKL2kk5WaWWkrNK3HBk93B8mpJYQ/viewform


Roosevelt Islanders: Submit Your Questions Regarding the
Steamplant Demolition

Apply for the SUNY Empire State Service Corps (ESSC)

mailto:RIdemolition@hpd.nyc.gov
mailto:RIdemolition@hpd.nyc.gov


Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright strongly encourages eligible SUNY students to
take advantage of this impactful opportunity through the Empire State Service Corps
(ESSC), a program designed to empower students to serve their communities while
gaining meaningful, hands-on experience in public service.

The ESSC connects students across New York State with service opportunities that
address real community needs—helping to strengthen neighborhoods, support local
organizations, and foster the next generation of civic leaders. It is an excellent way to build
skills, give back, and be part of something larger than oneself.

The April 17 priority deadline is approaching fast—don’t miss your opportunity to get
involved.

Step up and apply today: www.suny.edu/student-life/engagement/essc/

Expanding Clean Energy Jobs & Workforce Opportunities

http://www.suny.edu/student-life/engagement/essc/


With a $50 million investment, New York is taking bold action to grow its clean energy
economy and create high-quality jobs for the future. Two new initiatives—the Clean
Energy Career Pathways Training Program and the Technical Skills Training and
Upskilling Program—will equip New Yorkers with the skills needed to succeed in fast-
growing, sustainable industries.

Rebecca A. Seawright proudly supports these investments, which not only strengthen our
workforce but also advance New York’s commitment to a cleaner, more resilient future.
These programs will open doors for job seekers, support career advancement, and help
ensure our communities are prepared to lead in the green economy.

Applications are now open. Eligible participants can access training opportunities
designed to build in-demand skills and connect New Yorkers to meaningful career
pathways in clean energy.

Learn more and apply today:

nyserda.ny.gov/wfd-pathways
nyserda.ny.gov/wfd-upskilling

New York City Council Participatory Budgeting Vote Returns
April 11–19

Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island constituents will have the opportunity to decide how
to spend $1 million in local capital funding through New York City’s Participatory Budgeting
process.

Voting runs from April 11 through April 19 and is open to residents ages 11 and up, who
can participate either in person at neighborhood sites such as libraries, schools, and
community centers, or online.

This year’s ballot includes 13 community-proposed projects, ranging from improvements
such as new tree guards and public school bathroom upgrades to the purchase of a
firefighting robot and other neighborhood enhancements focused on parks, schools, and
public spaces.

http://nyserda.ny.gov/wfd-pathways
http://nyserda.ny.gov/wfd-upskilling
https://rnd.council.nyc.gov/PB_Voting/


The winning projects will be incorporated into the City’s FY2026 budget.

For a full list of voting locations and project proposals, residents can visit the Council
Member’s office resources or Participatory Budgeting NYC website.

April 2026 Health Advocates for Older People Healthy Aging
Calendar Available for Download or Pickup from Our Community

Office

Consider Our Office Your Resource

HEAP Update: Cooling Assistance Opening Soon

The Cooling Assistance benefit will open on April 15, 2026. This program helps eligible
New Yorkers stay safe during the warmer months by providing financial assistance for
cooling equipment. Households may receive up to $800 for the purchase and installation
of a fan or window air conditioner, or up to $1,000 for a wall sleeve unit. If installation is
not feasible, a fan will be provided. Please note that benefits are distributed on a first-
come, first-served basis, and eligible households may receive this benefit once every five
years.

https://rnd.council.nyc.gov/PB_Voting/
https://z.nysa.us/zimbra/public/pdfjs/web/viewer.jsp?file=https%3A%2F%2Fz.nysa.us%2Fservice%2Fhome%2F~%2F%3Fauth%3Dco%26loc%3Den_US%26id%3D580413%26part%3D2
https://z.nysa.us/zimbra/public/pdfjs/web/viewer.jsp?file=https%3A%2F%2Fz.nysa.us%2Fservice%2Fhome%2F~%2F%3Fauth%3Dco%26loc%3Den_US%26id%3D580413%26part%3D2
https://z.nysa.us/zimbra/public/pdfjs/web/viewer.jsp?file=https%3A%2F%2Fz.nysa.us%2Fservice%2Fhome%2F~%2F%3Fauth%3Dco%26loc%3Den_US%26id%3D580413%26part%3D2


Applications can be submitted online through ACCESS HRA, by mail, in person, or by
phone.

For more information or assistance with applying, please contact our office.

Funding Opportunities for Small Businesses & Community
Organizations

The NYC Department of Small Business Services (SBS) is now accepting applications for
its Commercial Revitalization Grants, offering critical funding to support small businesses
and strengthen neighborhood commercial corridors.

These grants are available to community-based organizations (CBOs) working to boost
local economic activity, increase foot traffic, and enhance public spaces. Available
opportunities include:

Merchant Organizing Grants to help form or revitalize merchant associations
Business Improvement District (BID) Development Grants to support planning and
implementation of new or expanding BIDs
Small BID Support Grants to address resource gaps and promote equity
Avenue NYC Commercial Revitalization Grants to fund commercial district needs
assessments and targeted programming in low- and moderate-income communities
Public Realm Grants to support streetscape improvements such as lighting, public
art, and wayfinding

We encourage eligible organizations to apply and take advantage of these resources to
support our local small business community. To learn more and apply, visit:
https://nyc.gov/sbsgrants

For questions, please contact: intergov@sbs.nyc.gov

OMNY Transition & Upcoming Changes to Bus Fare Payment

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) has fully transitioned to OMNY, its
contactless “Tap and Ride” fare system. As of December 31, 2025, MetroCard sales have
ended. Riders may continue to use any remaining MetroCard balance until the card
expires, but new purchases and refills are no longer available.

All Reduced Fare MetroCard users have been issued replacement OMNY cards by mail.
Riders can also transfer remaining balances from MetroCards to OMNY and manage their
accounts at Customer Service Centers, which are staffed 24/7 throughout the transit
system.

Looking ahead, the MTA has announced that in 2026, buses will no longer accept coins
for fare payment. While a specific date has not yet been announced, riders are
encouraged to prepare by using OMNY-compatible payment methods, including
contactless debit or credit cards, smartphones, or OMNY cards. OMNY cards can be
purchased and reloaded with cash at subway station vending machines and participating
retail locations such as Walgreens and CVS.

To support a smooth transition, the MTA is conducting outreach across the five boroughs,
including presentations at senior centers, community organizations, and other local hubs.
Mobile sales buses and vans are also being deployed to assist riders with enrollment,
account management, and general questions.

https://a069-access.nyc.gov/accesshra/


For more information or assistance, riders can contact OMNY Customer Service at 877-
789-6669, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, or visit OMNY.info.



Upcoming Events



Election Security Virtual Town Hall

Join Liz Krueger for a Virtual Town Hall on election security on Monday, April 13 from 6:30
PM – 7:45 PM. This timely discussion will focus on protecting free and fair elections and
what New Yorkers can do ahead of the upcoming midterm elections.

The event will feature a presentation by Derek Tisler of the Brennan Center for Justice,
who will provide insight into federal actions impacting election security and outline steps
states and individuals can take to safeguard voting rights.

The town hall will be held via Zoom, with options to watch online or listen by phone. A live
Q&A session will follow the presentation, and participants are encouraged to submit
questions in advance.



To attend, please RSVP in advance to receive the Zoom link and call-in details. A
recording of the event will be shared with all registrants following the program.

Roosevelt Island Farmers Market Returns

The Roosevelt Island Farmers Market is back for the season! The market returns to
its spring location at Good Shepherd Plaza.

Residents are also encouraged to take part in local composting efforts. The volunteer-led
Haki Compost Collective operates year-round at Motorgate Plaza every Saturday from
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, collecting food scraps to support community composting in
partnership with Big Reuse and the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation.

Bring your fruit and vegetable scraps to help nourish local green spaces and support a
more sustainable community.

https://nysenate-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fvOQ27gaRVqP61klmmtxpA#/


Construction Advisories

NYC Department of Design and Construction



In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

﻿Community Update: April 1, 2026

Community Update: March 27, 2026

Community Update: March 20, 2026

﻿Community Update: March 13, 2026

 

Did someone forward this email to you?

https://conta.cc/3PWs8qp
https://conta.cc/4sA4eQ3
https://conta.cc/40J2Iio
https://conta.cc/4bLBRaz


Sign up for our e-news here.
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