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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Roosevelt Island residents are invited to attend the April 15 town hall on the steam plant
demolition to hear updates from city and state agencies and ask questions directly.

The Assembly has passed legislation I supported to expand insurance coverage for
acupuncture services, helping make this effective, non-invasive treatment more accessible
and affordable when prescribed by a health care provider. New York State is also investing
$50 million in clean energy workforce programs that will expand training opportunities and
create pathways to high-quality jobs in the growing green economy.

The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) will soon open its Cooling Assistance
benefit on April 15, providing support to help eligible households stay safe during the
warmer months. Also included in this special community report are updates on OMNY fare
collection, an important deadline for SUNY students to apply for a public service
opportunity, and New York City Small Business Services resources.

I invite you to join us at our upcoming events:

e Wednesday, April 15, 10:00 am — 12:00 pm — MTA OMNY Service Bus at our
Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). Ask questions or refill your
OMNY account.

e Thursday, April 16, 9:00 am — 4:30 pm — No-Cost Screening Mammograms at our
Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call

e Sunday, April 19, from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm- Spring on the Esplanade! Andrew Haswell
Green Park at 60th Street and the East River. Free concert with live music by Noiz! Kids
activities and free ice treats *while supplies last. Subject to weather cancellation. Rain date:
Saturday, May 30.

e Tuesday, April 21, 3:30 pm — No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at our Community
Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-288-

e Saturday, April 25, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm — AARP’s Fight Fraud: Shred It! No-Cost
Paper Shredding. Location to be determined. Event will conclude early if the truck
fills up.

e Tuesday, April 28, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm - MWBE Advocacy Day at the New York
State Capitol. 3rd Floor Terrace, Legislative Office Building Albany, New York.
RSVP here.



https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/3f96c940-a157-4da8-874e-f5ca4d75b59b#
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFo6VHuG8x2ZxFaNtA7dxKL2kk5WaWWkrNK3HBk93B8mpJYQ/viewform

e Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 am — 1:00 pm — Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at
our Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only.

Our office is always just a phone call, email, or visit away.

Phone: 212-288-4607
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Seawright to Cosponsor MWBE Advocacy Day at the Capitol!



https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/09d86be7-3e45-4de9-9cf2-d0cbe2e65c4e#
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SAVE THE DATE

Tuesday, April 28, 2026

EMPOWERED. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

EXPANDED 3rd Floor Terrace, Legislative Office Building
AND ENFORCED Albany, New York
Advocating for Full

Enforcement of PRESS CONFERENCE

Article-156A 12:00 pm: Million Dollar Staircase
Albany, New York

For mare informafion about this free event REGISTER HERE:
orany state or local issue, please contact the httos: //f .

Office of Assemblymember Rodneyse ps""? DL

Bichotte Hermelyn, ad42@nyassembly.gov, - gle/7urD5FbZMtswNDwy9

(T18) 940-0428 or (518) 455-5385. or scan QR code:

Assembly Passes Legislation Expanding Insurance Coverage for
Acupuncture Services

The New York State Assembly has passed legislation to expand access to acupuncture
services across New York State.

The bill, cosponsored by Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, requires large group
health insurance policies to provide coverage for acupuncture services when prescribed
by a health care provider acting within their scope of practice.

The legislation aims to improve access to this proven, non-invasive treatment option,
which is used to address conditions such as chronic pain and other health concerns, and
to increase affordability and access to care for New Yorkers.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFo6VHuG8x2ZxFaNtA7dxKL2kk5WaWWkrNK3HBk93B8mpJYQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFo6VHuG8x2ZxFaNtA7dxKL2kk5WaWWkrNK3HBk93B8mpJYQ/viewform

Roosevelt Islanders: Submit Your Questions Regarding the
Steamplant Demolition

STEAM PLANT
DEMOLITION TOWNHALL

Join representatives from the New York City Department of
Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), New York
City Department of Buildings (DOB), New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and
RIOC for a townhall discussion on the demolition of the
city’s old steam plant building.

If you'd like to submit questions in advance for the Q&A,
please email them to Rldemolition@hpd.nyc.gov with the
subject line “Steam Plant Townhall”.

6:00PM-7:30PM
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Apply for the SUNY Empire State Service Corps (ESSC)


mailto:RIdemolition@hpd.nyc.gov
mailto:RIdemolition@hpd.nyc.gov

Make areal differencein
your community with the
Empire State Service Corps!
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Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright strongly encourages eligible SUNY students to
take advantage of this impactful opportunity through the Empire State Service Corps
(ESSC), a program designed to empower students to serve their communities while
gaining meaningful, hands-on experience in public service.

The ESSC connects students across New York State with service opportunities that
address real community needs—helping to strengthen neighborhoods, support local
organizations, and foster the next generation of civic leaders. It is an excellent way to build
skills, give back, and be part of something larger than oneself.

The April 17 priority deadline is approaching fast—don’t miss your opportunity to get
involved.

Step up and apply today: www.suny.edu/student-life/lengagement/essc/

Expanding Clean Energy Jobs & Workforce Opportunities



http://www.suny.edu/student-life/engagement/essc/

Growing New York’s
workforce

With a $50 million investment, New York is taking bold action to grow its clean energy
economy and create high-quality jobs for the future. Two new initiatives—the Clean
Energy Career Pathways Training Program and the Technical Skills Training and
Upskilling Program—will equip New Yorkers with the skills needed to succeed in fast-
growing, sustainable industries.

Rebecca A. Seawright proudly supports these investments, which not only strengthen our
workforce but also advance New York’s commitment to a cleaner, more resilient future.
These programs will open doors for job seekers, support career advancement, and help
ensure our communities are prepared to lead in the green economy.

Applications are now open. Eligible participants can access training opportunities
designed to build in-demand skills and connect New Yorkers to meaningful career
pathways in clean energy.

Learn more and apply today:

nyserda.ny.gov/wfd-pathways
nyserda.ny.goviwfd-upskilling

New York City Council Participatory Budgeting Vote Returns
April 11-19

Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island constituents will have the opportunity to decide how
to spend $1 million in local capital funding through New York City’s Participatory Budgeting
process.

Voting runs from April 11 through April 19 and is open to residents ages 11 and up, who
can participate either in person at neighborhood sites such as libraries, schools, and
community centers, or online.

This year’s ballot includes 13 community-proposed projects, ranging from improvements
such as new tree guards and public school bathroom upgrades to the purchase of a
firefighting robot and other neighborhood enhancements focused on parks, schools, and
public spaces.



http://nyserda.ny.gov/wfd-pathways
http://nyserda.ny.gov/wfd-upskilling
https://rnd.council.nyc.gov/PB_Voting/

The winning projects will be incorporated into the City’s FY2026 budget.

For a full list of voting locations and project proposals, residents can visit the Council
Member’s office resources or Participatory Budgeting NYC website.
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SPOTLIGHT ON AGING:

April 2026 Health Advocates for Older People Healthy Aging
Calendar Available for Download or Pickup from Our Community
Office

HEALTH ADVOCATES
IPLE

FOR DLDER PEC

APRIL 2026 CALENDAR

Waakly Class Schadula: Chack tha Health Advocates Daily and Waakly Schedule for Zeam links, other details, and updates on closures.,
Al classes are 1 hour unless otherwise noted. See below for holiday closures.

Sunday Monday Tussday Wadnesday Thursday Friday Saturdey
10:D0am 8:30am-2:30pm 10:-D0am B:00am 10:15-11:D0am 10:00am 11:00am -1:00pm
Qi Gong Regis Tech Alexander Chair Yaga Strength & Tone Chair Yaga Tech Help
with & Errand Help Technig with Stephanie on Zoom with Reggie with Stephanie ADAE, BT 52, SIC
Charlana 341 E. 87" 51, CHT with Kim S:30-17am BZ1 Madson Ava, 341 E.B7" 51, CHT By appaintrment
Zoom By appointment 341 E.87" 51, CHT | Regia Tech & Erand Help MAPG and an Zoom Mo tach halp 404
HEW CLASS® | Regis students off 4% and on Toom B41E. 87" 8, CHT Zoom anly 4/10
“Srarts 47179% By appaintrent
off 418, 4132
12:00pm 10:30am 11:45am 11:00am 11:00am 12:00-4:00pm 11:00am
Exercise Cantral Park Walk Strangth & Tone Chair Yoga for Tai Chi with Luc Serabble and Chair Yoga
with “Weather permitting” with Reggia Strength & Balance 2 E. 80" 5. CHR Rurmimikub ‘with Canal
Stephansa with Debarah 241 W. 7278 Wwith Jana Mo class 472 341 E.E7" 51, CHT | 404 E. 87" 5t SIC
Zaarm & and B1%, MET Ard flaar, NCIW FW.EBEE" 51, FAPC Mo games 473 Mo class 4/4
*MEW CLASS*
*Starts 4/ 14*
1200 pm 1:30pm 1:00pm 12:00pm 300-3:50pm 11:00am
Bane Health: Chair Yoga ‘Writing Waorkshop Essantial Tai Chi Chair Yoga
Exercises and with Eve with Kathlegn Movement with Thuha with Stephanie
Informiatan for Zoom 341 E, 87" 58, CHT for Haalthy Aglng |~ 49 E, 73" 5%, ILH Loom
Healthy Aging with Lynn on foom
with Lynin on Zoom
2:00pm 3:00pm 1:00pm 12:30pm A-0dpem 1:00pm
Reiki Self-Healing Tai Chi Tai Chiwith Luc Strangth & Tane Advanoed Mawia (58 pg. 2|
with Wenidy with Thuha 2 E. 30" 5t.. CHR with Reggie Harmenica A04E. B EL, 5IC
Zoom Zoom Mo clazs 41 E0West 131", AT | with liayi on Zoom Mo movie 4/4
4:30pen 20— - 4:00pm
Dance with Alax 4:30pm 4:30pm Beginner
315 E. 88" §t., CHT Palkad BAKG Open Harmaonica
N e &y Knitting with Jiayi an Zoem
341 F, 87" 81, CHT
LOCATION GUIDE: AT: Abyssingan Towars, 50 Wea1 131" GHT: Church of the Holy Trinity. 341 Esst 87" or 316 Easl 887 Lower Leval; GHR: Charch of the Heavenly Rest,
2 East 907 FAPG: Filth Avenue Fresbyterien Church, 7 Wast 55 JLH: James Lenox Hoase Hupper Room, 49 East T3 MAPG: Madiscn Ave Presbytarian Charch, 521
Pladison Ave: MET: Met sccsssibla entrance, 5 and 817; NCIW: National Council of Jewish Wamesn, 241 W, 72 and SIC: 51, Jogeph's Church, 404 Eas 87"

Consider Our Office Your Resource

HEAP Update: Cooling Assistance Opening Soon

The Cooling Assistance benefit will open on April 15, 2026. This program helps eligible
New Yorkers stay safe during the warmer months by providing financial assistance for
cooling equipment. Households may receive up to $800 for the purchase and installation
of a fan or window air conditioner, or up to $1,000 for a wall sleeve unit. If installation is
not feasible, a fan will be provided. Please note that benefits are distributed on a first-
come, first-served basis, and eligible households may receive this benefit once every five
years.



https://rnd.council.nyc.gov/PB_Voting/
https://z.nysa.us/zimbra/public/pdfjs/web/viewer.jsp?file=https%3A%2F%2Fz.nysa.us%2Fservice%2Fhome%2F~%2F%3Fauth%3Dco%26loc%3Den_US%26id%3D580413%26part%3D2
https://z.nysa.us/zimbra/public/pdfjs/web/viewer.jsp?file=https%3A%2F%2Fz.nysa.us%2Fservice%2Fhome%2F~%2F%3Fauth%3Dco%26loc%3Den_US%26id%3D580413%26part%3D2
https://z.nysa.us/zimbra/public/pdfjs/web/viewer.jsp?file=https%3A%2F%2Fz.nysa.us%2Fservice%2Fhome%2F~%2F%3Fauth%3Dco%26loc%3Den_US%26id%3D580413%26part%3D2

Applications can be submitted online through ACCESS HRA, by mail, in person, or by
phone.

For more information or assistance with applying, please contact our office.

Funding Opportunities for Small Businesses & Community
Organizations

The NYC Department of Small Business Services (SBS) is now accepting applications for
its Commercial Revitalization Grants, offering critical funding to support small businesses
and strengthen neighborhood commercial corridors.

These grants are available to community-based organizations (CBOs) working to boost
local economic activity, increase foot traffic, and enhance public spaces. Available
opportunities include:

» Merchant Organizing Grants to help form or revitalize merchant associations

» Business Improvement District (BID) Development Grants to support planning and
implementation of new or expanding BIDs

« Small BID Support Grants to address resource gaps and promote equity

« Avenue NYC Commercial Revitalization Grants to fund commercial district needs
assessments and targeted programming in low- and moderate-income communities

» Public Realm Grants to support streetscape improvements such as lighting, public
art, and wayfinding

We encourage eligible organizations to apply and take advantage of these resources to
support our local small business community. To learn more and apply, visit:
https:/inyc.govisbsgrants

For questions, please contact: intergov@sbs.nyc.gov

OMNY Transition & Upcoming Changes to Bus Fare Payment

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) has fully transitioned to OMNY, its
contactless “Tap and Ride” fare system. As of December 31, 2025, MetroCard sales have
ended. Riders may continue to use any remaining MetroCard balance until the card
expires, but new purchases and refills are no longer available.

All Reduced Fare MetroCard users have been issued replacement OMNY cards by mail.
Riders can also transfer remaining balances from MetroCards to OMNY and manage their
accounts at Customer Service Centers, which are staffed 24/7 throughout the transit
system.

Looking ahead, the MTA has announced that in 2026, buses will no longer accept coins
for fare payment. While a specific date has not yet been announced, riders are
encouraged to prepare by using OMNY-compatible payment methods, including
contactless debit or credit cards, smartphones, or OMNY cards. OMNY cards can be
purchased and reloaded with cash at subway station vending machines and participating
retail locations such as Walgreens and CVS.

To support a smooth transition, the MTA is conducting outreach across the five boroughs,
including presentations at senior centers, community organizations, and other local hubs.
Mobile sales buses and vans are also being deployed to assist riders with enroliment,
account management, and general questions.



https://a069-access.nyc.gov/accesshra/

For more information or assistance, riders can contact OMNY Customer Service at 877-
789-6669, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, or visit OMNY.info.

N

= OMNY

OMNY BUS
REFILL YOUR

STOPS HERE onnYER
(79 YORK): APPLY FOR

WED. 4/15, 5/6 REDUCED FARE
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

D
a . a 3
a 3 W
-
9
DTARY PUB
D
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
i 0 DA 0 0
i BER 10 BR PHOI10O 1D
. b U S U




ASSEMBLY MEMBER
REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT

HOUSING Every orser ruesoay
LEGAL  ornomenroesony o

THE LAW OFFICES OF GRIMBLE

& LOGUIDICE, LLC WILL
PROVIDE ADVICE ON HOUSING-
RELATED MATTERS AT NO-COST

Get help navigating the FOR CONSTITUENTS OF THE
housing court process, 76TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

responding to notices,
dealing with threat of

eviction, getting repairs AVOLUNTEER ATTORNEY WILL
from negligent landlords, HOST A ONE -ON-ONE SESSION
and advocating for your
rights as a tenant in Mew WITH ATTENDEES.
York City!

RSVP REQUIRED:

CALL: 212-288-4607
EMAIL: SEAWRIGHTR@NYASSEMBLY.GOV

The .fe%r:r.r ciinic is solehy to provide guldonce gnd aavice from oftorney’s experienced in fonalord
tecicin v The clivie does nat guoranles o desired outdome and dogs not esiabiish an aitorney-
cifent refoticnshin. Assembly Member Bebeacoa Seaqwright does not reprasent or oavise
constitients inany legol maiters,

Upcoming Events
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Thursday, April 16, 2026
9:00am to 4:30pm

The Office of Assembly Member
Rebecca Seawright

1485 York Avenue
New York, NY 10075

Call to schedule a no-cost mammogram!
212-288-4607

-ILITY:

Women ages 40- 75 %ﬁ:ﬁ%
Currently living in NYC h&ﬁ?;ﬁ;
» No mammogram inthe past 12 E’?-’;E-?:ri;..- o 3
months EW?E: o

» Mo co-pays or deductibles required.Uninsured patientsare welcome
+ Please bring a photo ID and insurance card (if insured)

« Medical services provided by Multi-Diagnostic Services

o Pyt ok g o gl

Funded by a grant from __tl_'-_t_!rsﬂ'l‘ltﬁ_zigm Additional funding provided by the genarous support of the JALBCA,
MBCF, NYC Council, NYC DOHMH, NYS Senate, RAR Foundation, and individual petrons.

Election Security Virtual Town Hall

Join Liz Krueger for a Virtual Town Hall on election security on Monday, April 13 from 6:30
PM — 7:45 PM. This timely discussion will focus on protecting free and fair elections and
what New Yorkers can do ahead of the upcoming midterm elections.

The event will feature a presentation by Derek Tisler of the Brennan Center for Justice,
who will provide insight into federal actions impacting election security and outline steps
states and individuals can take to safeguard voting rights.

The town hall will be held via Zoom, with options to watch online or listen by phone. A live
Q&A session will follow the presentation, and participants are encouraged to submit
guestions in advance.




To attend, please RSVP in advance to receive the Zoom link and call-in details. A
recording of the event will be shared with all registrants following the program.

Roosevelt Island Farmers Market Returns

The Roosevelt Island Farmers Market is back for the season! The market returns to

its spring location at Good Shepherd Plaza.
Residents are also encouraged to take part in local composting efforts. The volunteer-led
Haki Compost Collective operates year-round at Motorgate Plaza every Saturday from
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, collecting food scraps to support community composting in
partnership with Big Reuse and the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation.

Bring your fruit and vegetable scraps to help nourish local green spaces and support a
more sustainable community.

ALL EVENTS@:

et SpFiNg on the Esplanade!
o et All FREE

Live Music J3by NOIZ!
SUNDAY, April 19th | 1-4 PM
Kids Activities and FREE ice treats*

Subject to weather cancellation.
Rain date: Saturday, May 30 *While supplies last

Live SALSA Music!

SATURDAY, May 16th |1-4 PM
Music by Lulada Club

an all-women Salsa orchestral!
Fun for Kids and Family-friendly
Activities and FREE ice treats*

Subject to weather cancellation.
Rain date: Saturday, June 6. *While supplies last

Upcoming Events:
SPONSORED BY: All upcoming events Require Registration
Sign-up at EsplanadeFriends.org/events

FRIENDS SATURDAY, May 2Znd | 10 AM-1 PM

%EAST Clean-up: A Riverkeeper Sweep and I Love My Park day VOLUNTEERS needed!
I-RIVER SATURDAY, May 2nd | 2-3 PM
Jane's Walk! "Secrets of the Esplanade: History-ish Walk Along the

EESPLANADE East Midtown Greenway!”

SATURDAY, May 9th | 2-3PM

Esplanade YOGA! with IronStrengthMNYC

SUNDAY, May 17th | - 10-11:30 AM

EsplanadeFriends x NYC Bird Alliance - KID-FRIENDLY* Bird Walk
*Adults will have fun too

TUESDAY, June 2nd | 6:30-8:30 PM

EsplanadeFriends Annual Benefit Lycée Frangais de New York,

505 East 75th Street. This is a ticketed event to support our advocacy and
programming.

Rebecca
Seawright
BEET= vsmnimiens



https://nysenate-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fvOQ27gaRVqP61klmmtxpA#/

Construction Advisories

NYC Department of Design and Construction

RIS Department of OFFICE OF
— Design and COMMUNITY OUTREACH ey, g o
P15 Construction

AND NOTIFICATION twitter.com/nyedde

COMMUNITY ADVISORY

PROJECT NAME: Rehabilitation of Standard Pedestrian Ramps at Designated Locations
PROJECT#: HWPR23IMQ BOROUGH: MANHATTAN ADVISORY ISSUED: April 2, 2026

No Parking &
Limited Crosswalk

Access

Begins on/about Fri 4/10/26 - Fri 5/8/26
Work hours 7:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
At the following corner locations:

NW, SW, NE, SE East End Ave & East 82 St
NW, SW, NE, SE East End Ave & East 83 St

For construction to upgrade existing pedestrian ramps. Driveway & loading dock,
bike lane access may be impacted. Businesses and buildings may be asked to
temporarily remove outdoor seating & sidewalk furnitures.

If you have any questions, concerns,  Alexandra Girgis During non-construction hours please cantact
ar would like to leam more about Field Office: 36-16 13th Street 311 for non-emergancy city services.

this DDC Project, please cal! the ?mﬂﬂ-ﬂiﬂm 1104 PLEASE MOTE: Due to unforesean cordiions
Community Construction Liaison: y

(weathar, fiald condilions, stc) it may becoma
HWPR23IMQ.CCL@Egmail.com recassany o change some scheduled work

locations and operations.

The NYC Department of Design and Construction is managing Zohran K. Mamdan Eduarde M. del Yalle
this project on behalf of the NYC Department of Transportation. Mayor Acting Commissioner




VT Department of OFFICE OF Visit usat nyc.gov/ddc
“"l-l — Design and COMMUNITY OQUTREACH
A 5450 Construction AMND NOTIFICATION

Pedestrian Ramps

Improved pedestrian ramps help to Detectable warning domes are felt
make New York City's pedestrian with canes and feet, making the

space safe and accessible for street comer safer for blind and low-
everyone, including aging residents vision pedestrians.

and persons with disabilities. Contrasting colors, including red
Slopes and landings of the ramps and white, are ‘eamer o se?. ‘

will help people using wheelchairs, These pedestrian ramps will be designed
walkers, and scooters. and built to serve the community for

approximately twenty-five years.

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

We will inform you of all
construction impacts,
including any temporary
parking restrictions, 72 hours
ahead of lime, Underground
utilities and infrastructure
may complicate the work.
[This project is specific to
accessibility needs, and
therefore done at different imes
than the roadway projects.]

To learn more about the
program, please visit
nycpedramps.info or
contact the project's CCL.

Alexandra Girgis

Fiald Offica: 36-16 13th Streat
Astoria, New York 11106

C: 920-508-T249
HWPR23MQ.CCL@gmail.com

In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

Community Update: April 1, 2026

Community Update: March 27, 2026

Community Update: March 20, 2026

Community Update: March 13, 2026

Did someone forward this email to you?
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Sign up for our e-news here.
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