
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As Chair of the New York State Assembly Committee on Aging, I spoke on the July 15 City and
State panel concerning caregiving and long-term care with leaders in aging from across the state at
the 2026 New York Aging Summit. We focused on the future of aging in New York, including long-
term care, caregiver support, and policies that help older adults age with dignity and independence.
Ensuring that every New Yorker can thrive as they grow older remains one of my top priorities.

In this week's e-news, I am sharing a thoughtful Daily News op-ed by Rabbi Michael Miller, a
longtime Upper East Side resident and former CEO of the Jewish Community Relations Council of
New York, who recounts his life-changing experience after being struck by an illegally operated e-
bike. His personal story highlights the importance of improving pedestrian safety and fostering a
community conversation about how we can better protect everyone who uses our streets and
sidewalks. I encourage you to read his perspective as we continue working toward solutions that
keep New Yorkers safe.

This weekend brings the potential for heavy rain and localized flooding, while Canadian wildfire
smoke continues to affect air quality across New York City. At the same time, the New York City
Department of Health continues to investigate the Legionnaires' disease cluster affecting portions of
the Upper East Side. Enclosed in this Community Report, you will find the latest updates,
important health and safety guidance, and resources available to our community. My office remains
in close communication with city agencies and stands ready to assist you. If you have any questions
or need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

As we look ahead to next week, we will commemorate the 15th anniversary of the New York State
Marriage Equality Act on July 24. This landmark law affirmed the freedom to marry for same-sex
couples, made New York the largest state in the nation at the time to recognize marriage equality,
and helped pave the way for the U.S. Supreme Court's historic Obergefell v. Hodges decision in
2015, extending marriage equality nationwide. I was proud to vote for this year's Legislative
Resolution honoring the advocates, elected officials, organizations, and families whose courage and
determination made this achievement possible. Throughout my service in the Assembly, I have
remained committed to advancing LGBTQIA+ equality by supporting legislation that protects civil
rights, expands access to healthcare, combats discrimination, and ensures every New Yorker is
treated with dignity and respect. I was also proud to sponsor New York's Equal Rights Amendment,
approved by voters in 2024, which strengthened constitutional protections against discrimination
for all New Yorkers.

Whether you're a lifelong soccer fan or simply enjoying the excitement of the tournament, I hope
everyone has a safe and enjoyable weekend as the 2026 FIFA World Cup concludes.

I invite you to join us at our upcoming events:

Tuesday, July 21, 6:30 pm – Major Changes Are Coming to the Student Loan System in
2026: Are You Prepared? Join us with State Senator Liz Krueger for a free virtual webinar



on major federal student loan policy changes, their impact on current and future borrowers,
and how to prepare. Registration required. Visit bit.ly/StudentLoans2026 to register.

Tuesday, July 28, 3:30 pm – No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at our Community Office, 1485
York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email
SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Wednesday, August 5, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm – Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at our
Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-
288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Wednesday, August 8, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm – MTA OMNY Service Bus at our Community
Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). Ask questions or refill your OMNY account.

Our office is always just a phone call, email, or visit away.

Phone: 212-288-4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 

 

Assembly Member Seawright Speaks at 2026 Aging Summit

As Chair of the New York State Assembly Committee on Aging, Assembly Member
Rebecca A. Seawright participated in the 2026 City & State New York Aging Summit,
joining leaders from government, healthcare, and advocacy to discuss the future of aging
in New York. She highlighted the importance of supporting family caregivers, expanding
community-based services, and investing in policies that help older New Yorkers age with
dignity, independence, and security. 
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Austin Shore, Principal at Boston Consulting Group; Allison J. Nickerson, Executive
Director of LiveOn NY (Moderator); Anya Herasme, Associate Commissioner, NYC
Department for the Aging; Matt Jozwiak, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Rethink
Food; Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, Chair of the New York State Assembly
Aging Committee; and Holly Rhodes-Teague, Director of the Suffolk County Office for the
Aging, for the panel, "Financing Aging: Insurance, Benefits, and Long-Term Care Models,"
at the 2026 City & State New York Aging Summit.

Senator Cordell Cleare, Chair of the New York State Senate Aging Committee; Beth
Finkel, State Director of AARP New York; and Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright.

Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, and Dr. Lisa Scott-McKenzie, Commissioner of
the New York City Department for the Aging.

Celebrating 15 Years of Marriage Equality in New York



July 24, 2026 marks the 15th anniversary of the New York State Marriage Equality Act, a
landmark achievement that affirmed the freedom to marry for same-sex couples and
strengthened New York's legacy as a national leader in civil rights.

Signed into law on June 24, 2011, and taking effect one month later, the Marriage Equality
Act made New York the largest state in the nation at the time to recognize marriage
equality. The law not only transformed the lives of thousands of families across our state
but also helped build the momentum that culminated in the U.S. Supreme Court's
landmark Obergefell v. Hodges decision in 2015, guaranteeing marriage equality
nationwide.

Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright is proud to have voted for the passage of a
Legislative Resolution commemorating this historic milestone and honoring the advocates,
elected officials, organizations, and families whose unwavering determination made
marriage equality a reality in New York.

Throughout her time in the Assembly, Assembly Member Seawright has been a steadfast
advocate for LGBTQIA+ equality, sponsoring and supporting legislation to expand civil
rights, protect transgender New Yorkers, strengthen access to healthcare, combat
discrimination, and ensure every New Yorker is treated with dignity and respect. She was
also proud to be lead Assembly Sponsor of New York's Equal Rights Amendment, which
voters approved in 2024, strengthening constitutional protections against discrimination.

Did you know?

New York's Marriage Equality Act took effect on
July 24, 2011, making New York the largest state
at the time to legalize same-sex marriage.

﻿Two years later, New Yorker Edie Windsor's
landmark Supreme Court victory struck down
key provisions of the Defense of Marriage Act,
helping pave the way for nationwide marriage
equality in 2015.

 

Seawright Supports Stronger Accountability for Reckless E-Bike
Operators

Constituent Rabbi Michael Miller Tells His Story in Daily News Op-ed







Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright continues to advocate for stronger protections
against dangerous and reckless e-bike and e-scooter operation following an op-ed by
Upper East Side resident and dear friend Rabbi Michael Miller, former longtime CEO of
the Jewish Community Relations Council of New York.

In his Daily News opinion piece, "Unregulated E-Bikes Endanger Everyone," Rabbi Miller
recounts the devastating injuries he suffered after being struck by a speeding e-bike
traveling the wrong way on Third Avenue. The rider fled the scene, leaving Rabbi Miller
with multiple fractures requiring surgery, months of rehabilitation, and permanent injuries.
His powerful firsthand account highlights the urgent need for greater accountability and
stronger safety measures.

Assembly Member Seawright shares Rabbi Miller's and many other New Yorkers concern
for the safety of our streets. While supporting e-bikes and e-scooters as important
transportation options, she believes New York must do more to protect pedestrians from
reckless and unlawful operation. Across the city, dangerous behaviors—including riding on
sidewalks, traveling the wrong way on one-way streets, and ignoring traffic signals—have
contributed to a growing number of pedestrian injuries, with too many riders fleeing the
scene and avoiding accountability.

To address these concerns, Assembly Member Seawright proudly co-sponsors and
sponsors legislation that would strengthen oversight and improve accountability, including:

A1251, sponsored by Assembly Member Seawright, increase penalties for hit-and-
run incidents involving e-bikes and e-scooters. This legislation would make the
penalties for leaving the scene of an accident involving an electric bicycle or electric
scooter consistent with those for motor vehicle hit-and-run offenses, ensuring that
individuals who injure pedestrians cannot evade meaningful accountability.

A350 - to require electric bicycles and electric scooters to be registered, inspected,
and insured.

A339 (Priscilla's Law) to require electric bicycles and electric scooters to be
registered with the Department of Motor Vehicles and display license plates.

A116 to establish operator safety training, licensing, and insurance requirements for
electric scooter operators.

"As Chair of the Assembly Committee on Aging, I am particularly concerned about
the dangers reckless e-bike operation poses to older adults and other vulnerable
pedestrians," said Assembly Member Seawright.

 



Grant Opportunities

92NY UpTide Accelerator for Nonprofit Leaders
92NY is now accepting applications for the 2027 cohort of UpTide, its leadership
accelerator designed to help community-building nonprofits grow their impact and
strengthen organizational capacity.

Five Executive Directors, CEOs, or Presidents of eligible nonprofits will receive:
A $5,000 grant, with the opportunity to receive an additional $25,000
A customized three-year strategic plan
Specialized leadership workshops and executive coaching

Application Deadline: August 31, 2026
Learn more and apply through 92NY.

$25,000 Grants for Manhattan Valley Small Businesses
The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce is accepting applications for the Wells Fargo
Neighborhood Growth Grants, which will award 16 grants of $25,000 to eligible brick-and-
mortar small businesses in Manhattan Valley.

The grants are non-repayable and may be used for a variety of business needs, including:
Infrastructure and equipment upgrades
Storefront renovations and expansions
Marketing, inventory, hiring, and staff training

To be eligible, businesses must:
Have operated continuously for at least two years
Be a for-profit business with a physical storefront on Broadway, Columbus Avenue,
or Amsterdam Avenue between 96th and 110th Streets
Report annual revenue between $75,000 and $2.5 million
Meet all licensing and New York State requirements

Recipients will be selected at random from eligible applicants. Businesses do not need to
be Wells Fargo customers to apply.

Application Deadline: Wednesday, August 5, 2026, at 5:00 PM ET
Learn more and apply through the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce.

https://www.92ny.org/belfer-center-for-innovation-social-impact/uptide-accelerator?utm_source=search&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Summer_2026_application&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=24021063506&gbraid=0AAAAACVpnyL685nwTGSTyjSrn28z8pOnp&gclid=CjwKCAjwpefSBhBvEiwAzyEtZ3NVdKLK4gaoOilKpF16GzendwW63c4sEWS_lit7Sd_f7NbzfyM9oxoCLn8QAvD_BwE
https://www.manhattancc.org/2026/07/16/chamber-opens-applications-for-25000-wells-fargo-neighborhood-growth-grants-in-manhattan-valley/


Consider Our Office Your Resource

Weather & Community Health Update

Heavy Rain & Thunderstorms Expected This Weekend
The NYC Emergency Management Department is advising New Yorkers to prepare for
periods of heavy rain and thunderstorms from Saturday, July 18 through Sunday morning,
July 19.
The National Weather Service forecasts 0.75 to 1.5 inches of rain, with isolated areas
receiving up to 2 to 2.5 inches. Heavy rainfall may lead to localized flooding of streets,
highways, underpasses, and basements.
Please take the following precautions:

Limit travel during periods of heavy rain and severe weather whenever possible.
Never drive or walk through flooded roadways.
If flooding occurs while you are in a basement, move immediately to a higher floor.
If you are outdoors during a thunderstorm, seek shelter indoors and avoid open
areas.

Air Quality Advisory Due to Canadian Wildfire Smoke
Smoke from wildfires in Canada continues to impact air quality across New York City, with
conditions reaching "Unhealthy" levels in parts of the city.

Everyone should consider limiting time outdoors and avoiding strenuous outdoor activity,
especially older adults, children, outdoor workers, and individuals with heart or respiratory
conditions. Those who need to be outside may wish to wear a well-fitting KN95 or N95
mask to help reduce exposure to smoke.

Free KN95 and N95 masks are available while supplies last at:
Assembly Member Seawright's District Office (1485 York Avenue, weekdays from
10:00 AM–4:30 PM)
Local New York Public Library branches
NYPD 19th Precinct
Additional NYC distribution sites throughout the city

Please continue monitoring local air quality conditions and follow official public health
guidance until conditions improve.

Upper East Side Legionnaires' Disease Update
The New York City Department of Health continues to investigate the Legionnaires'
disease cluster affecting Carnegie Hill and Yorkville (ZIP codes 10028, 10128, and 10075).
As of July 16:

67 confirmed cases
12 people currently hospitalized
43 people discharged
12 people not hospitalized
No deaths reported

Legionnaires' disease is a type of pneumonia caused by Legionella bacteria that can grow
in warm water and spread through contaminated water mist. It is not contagious and
cannot be spread from person to person. The Health Department has also confirmed that
this is not an issue with residential building plumbing systems, and it remains safe to drink
tap water, bathe, shower, cook, and use home air conditioning.

Anyone who lives, works, or has visited the affected area since late June and develops
symptoms such as fever, cough, chills, muscle aches, or difficulty breathing should contact
a healthcare provider immediately. Early diagnosis and treatment with antibiotics are
highly effective, particularly for adults age 50 and older, smokers, and individuals with
chronic medical conditions or weakened immune systems.



The NYC Health Department continues to inspect and test cooling tower systems in the
affected area to identify the source of exposure and prevent additional cases. Assembly
Member Seawright's office remains in close communication with the Department of Health
and will continue to share updates as new information becomes available.

If our office can be of assistance, please contact us at 212-288-4607 or
SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov.

Rent Starts At $1,328 At This Third Avenue Housing Lottery

The apartment building, located at 1760 Third Ave., between East 97th Street and East
98th Street, includes a 24-hour attended lobby, on-site resident manager, elevators, a
multi-purpose room, a fitness center, a computer lab, and an on-site laundry room,
according to the Housing Connect listing.

Read More

Where To Watch The World Cup On The Upper East Side

For 90 minutes this Sunday, the entire world will turn into one giant watch party.

https://patch.com/new-york/upper-east-side-nyc/rent-starts-1-328-third-avenue-housing-lottery?utm_source=share-link&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=share
https://patch.com/new-york/upper-east-side-nyc/rent-starts-1-328-third-avenue-housing-lottery?utm_source=share-link&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=share
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https://patch.com/new-york/upper-east-side-nyc/where-watch-world-cup-upper-east-side?utm_source=share-link&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=share
https://patch.com/new-york/upper-east-side-nyc/where-watch-world-cup-upper-east-side?utm_source=share-link&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=share


Read More

📢 Summer Schedule Update
Our Housing Legal Clinic on Tuesday, July 28 will be the last clinic until September 2026.

We look forward to resuming our clinics in September. The next clinic date will be
announced soon.

Please call our office to schedule an appointment for the July 28 clinic.

https://patch.com/new-york/upper-east-side-nyc/where-watch-world-cup-upper-east-side?utm_source=share-link&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=share


Animal Care Centers of NYC Needs Your Help!

Animal Care Centers of NYC is at maximum capacity, with more than 900 animals in its
shelters, 351 pets in foster care, and 60 dogs being housed in temporary crates. To
encourage adoptions, adult cats and dogs are available for a special $25 adoption fee for
a limited time. If you're not ready to adopt, you can still make a difference by fostering—
ACC offers online orientations for prospective dog, cat, and kitten fosters.



Thursday, 7/23, 2 pm: Virtual Kitten Foster Orientation

Sunday, 7/26, 11 am: Virtual Cat Foster Orientation

Sunday, 7/26, 1:30 pm: Virtual Large Dog Foster Orientation

Upcoming Events

https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule/fbdc63fa/?appointmentTypeIds[]=21385489
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule/fbdc63fa/?appointmentTypeIds[]=17207277
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule/fbdc63fa/?appointmentTypeIds[]=17207492


Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center Outpatient Center &
Public Meeting Notice

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center is closing their outpatient location at 205 East
64th Street this fall. The lease for the building is ending, and they will relocate services to
other MSK locations nearby.
 
MSK is holding a public meeting to share information and answer questions:

When: Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Rockefeller Research Laboratories Auditorium, 430 East 67th Street, New York,
NY 10065
How to join: In person or by video. Visit MSK.org/64thstclosure for details.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/longest-table-upper-east-side-tickets-1990878812120
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/longest-table-upper-east-side-tickets-1990878812120


Health Advocates for Older People Calendar of Events

Click here to view.

In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

Community Update: July 10, 2026

Community Health Update: July 7, 2026

﻿Community Update: July 2, 2026

Did someone forward this email to you?
Sign up for our e-news here.

 

Share This Email

 
Share This Email

        

https://z.nysa.us/zimbra/public/pdfjs/web/viewer.jsp?file=https%3A%2F%2Fz.nysa.us%2Fservice%2Fhome%2F~%2F%3Fauth%3Dco%26loc%3Den_US%26id%3D597265%26part%3D3
https://conta.cc/4bAswCO
https://conta.cc/4eRdjiY
https://conta.cc/4eG1X1f
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rebecca-A-Seawright/enews/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Community+Update%3A+July+17%2C+2026+%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Community+Update%3A+July+17%2C+2026+%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Community+Update%3A+July+17%2C+2026+%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064
https://www.facebook.com/RebeccaASeawright/
https://www.facebook.com/RebeccaASeawright/
https://twitter.com/SeawrightForNY
https://twitter.com/SeawrightForNY
https://www.instagram.com/seawrightforny/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/seawrightforny/?hl=en


Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright | 1485 York Avenue | New York, NY 10075 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=4d3ccbd3-8334-408f-8a2d-b5bdae883064

