
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As we enjoy the summer season, I am pleased to share this special community update highlighting
important news, public health updates, and upcoming events across the Upper East Side and
Roosevelt Island.

Today marks the 15th anniversary of New York's Marriage Equality Act—a landmark victory for
love, equality, and civil rights. I was proud to vote for the Assembly resolution commemorating this
historic milestone and remain steadfast in my commitment to advancing equality for all New
Yorkers. As the lead Assembly sponsor of New York's Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), which
New Yorkers approved in 2024, I was honored to help strengthen constitutional protections against
discrimination and ensure that every person is treated with dignity, respect, and fairness.

I also want to share an opportunity for public comment as you may be aware that UnitedHealthcare
has filed a request with the New York State Department of Financial Services to increase premium
rates for certain individual health insurance plans. I encourage anyone who may be affected to
review the proposal and share their feedback. The Department is reviewing the proposal and is
accepting public comments before making a final determination.

I remain deeply concerned about the recent Legionnaires' disease cluster in Carnegie Hill and
Yorkville, although the New York City Health Department reports that officials are confident the
source of the Legionella bacteria has been eliminated. There has been a serious lack of transparency
and regularity in the testing and notification process. The City Council is scheduling an oversight
hearing. We will continue to monitor the situation to determine if stronger state requirements or
regulations are needed going forward, on behalf of the health and well-being of our community. 
 
Inside this special report, you'll also find a roundup of exciting summer events happening
throughout our community—from Shakespeare in the Park and Summer Movie Nights in Carl
Schurz Park to National Night Out and many more opportunities to enjoy our neighborhood with
family and friends.

I invite you to join us at our upcoming events:

Tuesday, July 28, 3:30 pm – No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at our Community Office, 1485
York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email
SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.﻿

Wednesday, August 5, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm – Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at our
Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-
288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Wednesday, August 5, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm – MTA OMNY Service Bus at our Community
Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). Ask questions or refill your OMNY account.

Our office is always just a phone call, email, or visit away.
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Proposed UnitedHealthcare Premium Rate Change for 2026

UnitedHealthcare has filed a request with the New York State Department of Financial
Services (DFS) to increase premium rates for certain individual health insurance plans for
2026. State law requires DFS to review every proposed rate increase and determine
whether to approve, modify, or deny the request. The insurer states that the proposed
increase is driven primarily by rising medical costs and projected claims.

Share Your Comments: New Yorkers have the opportunity to submit comments to DFS
during the public comment period, which is expected to begin five business days after the
notice is mailed. When submitting comments, include:

Your insurer's name
Your health plan name
Whether you have individual or group coverage
Your HIOS Plan ID number (listed on your notice)

Comments may be submitted:

Online: dfs.ny.gov/consumers/health_insurance/health_insurance_premiums
By Mail:
NYS Department of Financial Services
Health Bureau – Premium Rate Adjustments
One Commerce Plaza
Albany, NY 12257

Legionnaires' Disease Update: Latest Information for Our
Community
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The New York City Health Department reports that officials are confident the source of the
Legionella bacteria responsible for the Legionnaires' disease cluster affecting Carnegie
Hill and Yorkville has been eliminated. While this is an encouraging development,
significant questions remain about the transparency, consistency of testing, and timeliness
of public notification throughout the City's response.

As of July 23, 87 people have been diagnosed with Legionnaires' disease, and five people
have died. The Health Department reports that 183 cooling towers at 160 buildings have
been tested, with all cooling towers that tested positive for live Legionella bacteria having
been cleaned and disinfected. The New York City Council is scheduling an oversight
hearing to examine the City's response, and we will continue monitoring the situation to
determine whether stronger state requirements or regulations are needed to better protect
public health and prevent future outbreaks.

The Health Department continues to advise that building plumbing systems do not cause
Legionnaires' disease and that residents in ZIP codes 10028, 10128, and 10075 can
safely drink tap water, shower, bathe, cook, and use home air conditioning.

Anyone who lives, works, or has visited the area since late June and is experiencing flu-
like symptoms—including cough, fever, or difficulty breathing—should promptly contact a
health care provider or call 311 for assistance.

Visit Team Rebecca's Table at National Night Out





Summer Movie Nights in Carl Schurz Park

Enjoy free family movie nights under the stars at Carl Schurz Park this August! Bring a
blanket, put the kids in their pajamas, and settle in for an evening of fun—we'll provide the
popcorn.

📅 Wednesday, August 5 | 8:30 PM
Inside Out 2

📅 Wednesday, August 12 | 8:30 PM
Wicked for Good

📍 Location: Basketball/Hockey/Pickleball Court at Carl Schurz Park
🪑 Limited seating available.



In the event of threatening weather, visit www.carlschurzparknyc.org or call 212-459-4455
after 1:00 PM for rain date updates.

Shakespeare in the Park Returns

Enjoy a free performance of The Winter's Tale at the newly reopened Delacorte Theater in
Central Park through August 23. Tickets are free and available through the Public
Theater's lottery and distribution process. Don't miss this beloved New York summer
tradition! For more info: https://info-faqpt.helpscoutdocs.com/article/475-free-
shakespeare-in-the-park-tickets-2026

Summer Streets Returns to Manhattan

Experience New York City without cars during Summer Streets on August 1, 8, and 15
from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Walk, bike, run, and enjoy free performances, fitness classes,
art installations, and family-friendly activities along a car-free route stretching from the
Brooklyn Bridge to Dyckman Street. For more info:
https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/summerstreets.shtml#summerstreet
s-manhattan1

Consider Our Office Your Resource
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📢 Summer Schedule Update
Our Housing Legal Clinic on Tuesday, July 28 will be the last clinic until September 2026.

We look forward to resuming our clinics in September. The next clinic date will be
announced soon.

Please call our office to schedule an appointment for the July 28 clinic.



Upcoming Events



Health Advocates for Older People Calendar of Events
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Click here to view.

In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

﻿Community Update: July 17, 2026

Community Update: July 10, 2026

Community Health Update: July 7, 2026

Did someone forward this email to you?
Sign up for our e-news here.
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