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Dear Friend,

I’m happy to report that 
this year’s legislative ses-
sion was a productive one. 
With your help, we had 22 
bills pass both houses of the 
Legislature that range from 
renaming local highways 
to establishing a drug take-
back program at pharma-
cies across the entire state.

In this newsletter, you’ll 
find information about the 
legislation we passed this 
year, as well as an overview 
of what was included in the 
New York State Budget and 
some information about 
programs you might find 
useful.

As always, you should feel 
free to stop by my office in 
Monticello or Middletown 
any time, or give us a call 
if you are ever in need of 
assistance.

Sincerely,

Aileen Gunther
Member of Assembly

18 Anawana Lake Road • Monticello, NY 12701 • 845-794-5807 
16 James Street, 3rd Floor • Middletown, NY 10940 • 845-342-9304 • gunthea@nyassembly.gov

FALL UPDATE

Combating the Opioid Epidemic

On July 10th, the governor signed one of this year’s most important bills into law: 
A9576-B, the Drug Take Back Act. That means you will soon be able to dispose 
of any unused medications in a safe, environmentally-friendly way in any chain 
pharmacy across New York State.

Pharmacies will soon be required to provide either a box where you can drop off 
unused medications or an envelope that you can use to mail back the medication to a 
disposal facility. This service will be free of charge to the consumer and will be paid 
for entirely by the pharmaceutical companies.

Speaking on the floor of the Assembly in support of my bill establishing a statewide drug take-
back program
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FALL UPDATE (cont’d)

Expanding Mental Health 
Services in Orange County

Earlier this year, the Office of Mental Health announced 
that it would be restructuring the Orange County Assertive 
Community Treatment (ACT) Team. This move could have 
disrupted the continuity of care for many of the people currently 
receiving services. Unfortunately, due to cutbacks, the ACT 
Team had been operating with fewer staff than they’ve had in 
the past.

I convened a meeting with State Office of Mental Health 
Commissioner, Ann Sullivan, Orange County Commissioner 
of Mental Health, Darcie Miller, and the men and women 
who provide these vital services. OMH not only committed to 
continue utilizing the talents and expertise of those currently 
working on the ACT Team, it also plans on adding more 
positions and will increase access and availability for those 
needing services.

Medication that sits forgotten in a cabinet can be 
found and improperly used by others in the home. 
Many teens who begin using opioids find them first 
in their parents’ or grandparents’ medicine cabinets. 
However, if unwanted pills are simply flushed down 
the toilet or tossed out, they can mix with the public 
water supply.

As the only registered nurse in the New York State 
Assembly, I know how important this new program 
can be in the fight against the opioid epidemic.

For more information on existing drug take-back pro-
grams, and a map of locations across the state, please 
visit: https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/67720.html.

If you or someone you know is in need of addiction 
treatment services, please visit https://oasas.ny.gov/
providerdirectory/index.cfm for a list of providers in 
our area. You are also welcome to contact my office 
at 845-794-5807 or 845-342-9304 so we can help find 
available services.

Widening Route 17

Tourism plays such a large role in our economy and 
it is only growing. We have seen so many new and 
exciting projects open up in our area recently, and 
they are attracting more and more visitors.

With all these great things happening, we need 
to make sure we have the proper infrastructure to 
support them. This year, I helped secure $5 million 
to ensure the project to widen Route 17 continues to 
move forward.

The project will also create local construction jobs 
and make our roads safer for everyone to travel on.

Fighting for Access to Broadband

Earlier this year, I sent a survey to constituents across the 
district to get a better sense of how you feel about your 
broadband internet access. 

The results showed many people are unhappy with the 
prices they’re paying, the service they’re getting, and the 
way they are treated by broadband companies.

That’s why I’m working on legislation to require the State 
to allow for local control over broadband services.  Internet 
service providers do not have the best interest of our 
communities in mind and we need to break up the control 
they have on the market.  Municipal broadband programs 
work in many different areas around the country and can be 
successful here.

Rallying with our highway superintendents for an increase in state 
funding for infrastructure



FALL UPDATE (cont’d)

Woodstock 
50th Anniversary 

Approaches

In honor of the upcoming 50th anniversary of the 
Woodstock Music and Art Fair, I passed legislation 
designating Route 17B as The Woodstock Way.

Woodstock drew hundreds of thousands of people 
to our area to enjoy peace and music, and that ex-
perience defined an entire generation. We should 
do everything we can to help celebrate and high-
light that legacy.

Sullivan County is quickly becoming a tourist des-
tination again, and the 50th Anniversary of Wood-
stock will help draw even more people from all 
over the world.

Protecting 
Living Organ 

Donors

New York State has one of the 
lowest organ donation rates in 
the entire country. Each year, 
nearly 500 New Yorkers die 
waiting for a transplant. The 
Living Donor Protection Act 
(A297-C) would prohibit in-
surance companies from dis-
criminating against people 
who choose to give the gift of 
life. It also adds preparation 
and recovery time to the list 
of conditions that are covered 
under paid family leave and 
includes an education com-
ponent to teach people about 
becoming organ donors. This 
legislation was recently signed 
into law by the Governor.

For more information on  
how to become an  

organ donor, please visit:  
https://donatelife.ny.gov

Spending the afternoon at the Kauneonga Lake Block Party and looking 
forward to the 50th anniversary of Woodstock

At the Grand Opening for the Yo1 Luxury Nature Cure outside of Monticello
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At my Middletown 
District Office to 
discuss the future of 
the Orange County 
ACT Team

Celebrating the 
4th of July in 

Liberty 
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