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Jonathan Harkavy 

Executive Director 

“We are only as strong as we are united, as weak as 
we are divided”- JK Rowling 
 
 

As we are in the middle of Hispanic Heritage Month, I think it is 
important to remind everyone that collectively as Latinos we need to 
work together amongst ourselves and with other minority communities 
to assure that all communities have both the access and resources 
needed to achieve the American Dream. The Puerto Rican/Hispanic 
does not condone any rhetoric from any elected official directed 
towards any demographic. Our country was built by immigrants, we 
need to embrace them, not suggest that they are to be blamed for 
what we have and what we don’t.  We cannot fight for our fair share of 
resources when we're fighting with each other, we cannot let others 
put us in a position that will divide our communities.  When we work 
together, we can achieve a lot, passage of a Green Light Law, voting 
reforms, additional access to higher education for undocumented 
individuals through the Jose Peralta Dream Act and meaningful bail 
and police reforms. 
 
Our community must make sure everyone is counted and therefore 
empowered through the 2020 Census.  Latino voters will make up the 
second largest ethnic group of voters in the country for the first time in 
November's election, despite being the group with the lowest 
proportion of eligible voters.  We need to stress the importance of 
having our voices heard by registering to vote and casting our ballots.  
This month needs to be not just about appreciating our Hispanic 
Heritage, but collectively working together to empower our 
communities so that next year at this time we can celebrate our 
victories as well. 
 

### 
 

 


